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Lord RUS 5 E L of Thornehaugh, &c. 


DIY LORD. 
& 
4 T was a weighty and ſavoury ſpeech, -which a 
4 pious pen once ſaved from your Lordſhip's lips, 
viz, that you accounted the prayers of” God's 
e and people, the beſt walls about your houſe. 
Je that ſo accounts, doubtleſs underſtands, that pray- * 
| or engageth providence, //a. 45. 11. and provid- 4 
ence ſo engaged, is the ſureſt munition, Fob. 1. 10% 
Many great men incloſe their dwellings with an [- 
high wall, but the foundation (as the wileſt of men 
obſerves) is laid in their own conceits, Prov, 18! 
T1. yea, in fin, and crying ſin too, Hab. 2. 12. 04 
ſuch walls we may fay, If the building emulate the 
kies, yet fin being in the bottom, all will toter. J | 
'Tis a fond vanity, to think of enſuring a deſt: 
iny that can controul the ſtars, and endure the aſs . 
ſaults of fortune, (as they love to ſpeak) whilſt pro- | 
vidence is not engaged for them, no not ſo much 168 
as by a bare acknowledgment. 9 | 
My Lord, It is not the vaſt bulk of an eſtawo tha | 
the beſt human ſecurity in the world, but the vigite ; 
ant care of Divine Providence, that guards both it, 
and it's owners, from the ſtroke of ruin. Tis the 
I fear of God within us, and the providence of God 
round about us, which make the firm and ſolid bas 
A 
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of all ſanctified and durable proſperity. It is e 
yond all debate, that there is a providence of God, 4 
Aways enfolding thoſe in everlaſting arms that beat ; 
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Is Image. The impreſs of that image upon 50, 
and the embraces of thoſe arms about you, will 
advance you bigher, and ſecure you better, than 
your noble birth or eſtate could ever do. 0 
Aud the“ a great many.of us are fallen into tbe Gal 
'dregs of time, ſenſuality running every where into . 4s. 
atheiſm; tho' the liberality of providence hath ſo oe 
-  Hinded and perfectly ſtupify'd 8 minds of ſome, 6 ye 
that they neither own a providence, nor a God; yet Þ} 18 
bbleſſed be God) there is nevertheleſs a TS I part, reſt 
1 both of the n2bles and commons of England, which } 
. this gangrene hath not yot touched, and 1 hope ne- , 
ver ſhall. os 
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My Lord, it is both your honour and intereſt to thei 
be he entire and devoted ſervant of providence.” ne 
It was once the wiſh of a good man, I. could wiſh . 
"that 1 were the ſame to God, that my hand i is to me. ir 
it is the moſt noble and divine life that can be, 2 
to live and act in this world upon eternal deſigns, 
-T o look upon ourſelves, and what we have, as things ad 
F feyoncd to God; not to be content. that. providence 2, 
' ſhould (ſerve itſelf of us, (for ſo it doth even of thoſe 
things which underſtand nothing of it) but to ſtu- 81 
dy wherein we may ſerve providence, and be in- reſu 
# frumental in its hand for the good of many: This mer! 
is to be truly honourable ;' ue magis quis Deo vi- book 
E vit, ea vadit nobilier, clarion, divinion. taſte 
How. much God hath honoured. you in this re- 411 « 
+ fret, the world will underſtand better when your the. 
_ Lordſhip ſhall be, gathered to your fathers, aud ſleep M 
in the duſt; then, he that pr aiſeth cannot be ſuſpect- perſe 
ed of attery, nor he that is praiſed be moved with J chat 
Vain- glory: But the. approbation of God is infinitly | and 
better than, the maſt. glorious name among men, I orher 
Ap or after death. * 
5 Y 80 18 mod: henougable, to ee, ſo you will 
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ſults of this pro found wiſdom, the effects. of its ug 
der care, the diſtinguiſhing fruits of its ſpecial oui 


they have now brought us near to 


. theifin of the times, and to diſ 
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1 DE DICATORY. 3 
find it moſt comfortable to obſerve. the ways, o. | 
God in his providence. '' To compoſe ourlelyes to 
think of the conduct of providence thro” all the Hag- 
es of life we have hitherto paſſed ;” to note the re- 


IA , 
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ty.; to mark how proyidences have gone along fic 
by ſtep with the promiſes, and both with us, Rh 
* to our everlaſting  / 
reſt;,—Oh how delectable, how tranſporting ae 
ſuch meditations as theſe ! 5 4 
My Lord, It'is the deſign of this manual, to aſſert 
the being and efficacy of providence againſt the a- 
tc the wiſdom and 
care of the providence of God in all the concerns 
of that people who are really his. Tis probable," } 
if your Lordſhip will ſtoop to ſuch a valges com- 
poſure, ſomewhat may ogeur of a grateful feliſh to 
your pious mind. I confeſs, it is not accommodat- 4 
ed, either in exactneſs of met ldd, or elegancy of ſtyle, 
to gratify the curious; not yet is it deſtitute of what 
may pleaſe and profit the truly gracious. 
Should there recite the pleaſures and advantages 
reſulting from an bumble and beedfuf ng, ef the 
methods of providence, it would look more like 4 
J in an pile, than an epi/tle in a book. One 
taffe of Ipititual. ſen? will ſatisfy you better, than 
all accurate deſcriptions and high encomiums: that; Þ 
the moſt elegant pen can beſtow upon it. 
My Lord, it is not that eminent ſtation that ſome 
perſons retain (in civil reſpects) above the vulgar, 
that will enable them to penetrate the myſtericy, - 
and reliſh the ſweetneſs of providence, Better than 
others; (doubtleſs, many that live immedlateiy u- 
pon providence for daily bread, do thereby gans 
nearer acquaintance with it; thag thoſt whole out- * 2 
| N | Nie | wi 4 * 1 | * war 1 
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Die EPISLE, &c. 
X ts flow to them in a more plentiful 
and — but thoſe that excel in grace and 
22 ien ce, thoſe that walk in con verſe with God 
in all kis diſpenſations towards them: theſe are the 
petſons WhO are molt fully and immediately capable 
of theſe High pleaſures of the Chriſtian life. The 
Baily now and increaſe wherebf in your mitte 
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of maniſe{tatias \;," God. hath, MAGN: his. greg 
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Thoſe dpecially, e are. 5 ER 


"Opie ok; 18 815 of PROVIDENCE. : 


RE ADE R. ROWS . 1 NR 
HERE are 700 ugs vborei⸗ the bleſſe Rd 
Gad candeſcends to manifeſt, bimjelf, ta. mens 
2 Word and hir Works. Of the ritten Ward PE 
muſt fey, u N lite in were ever written 


[i ore = begining W e which * fas one e 
Me life an in thę ſeul; yea it arg ly 
As #1 Red thin de grou Gy 2 are. fetted t bx. 


in nature can be mere real. than this, James 1. 21.7 
This is the.gno/t tranſcendem and g ler igus medium 


A rovidernal works confe/ts in this; that they are * 


ritten word. By 2 wiſe and heegful attendance Fn, 
unto, we might learn that: e callent art, uit lit 
(ot wifitly) ae, by fame + archit , 
” vary, jk clear, the 72 e ef. 6 
uct, by. reducing e woratien word, # 
8 wy lem as. effects in their. Aropetiue 
he 77 it raps eh 
u gh, an 
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zur * 17 Fab extorts. alſa the. confe Non of 4 
God, and the truth hisword er thoſe very tongues 
Wich aa boldly eniedit. Many thouſand ſcali hath 
=" compo forced the 6 I enenties of Cad to ſet to 
ts. tru 155 vieh greatly lr o. u confirmation 
ein; efpecially; to ſee oy e * and provi- 
by Ws of Cod do "erilighten eac 747 ew. tle ſerip- 
Fre contain 115 22 events t. e * bal, 
| which are diſpeſed by f(g ae in their ſeqfons ; 
| and how net only the promiſes of the word are in 
de general Faith, fully fulfilled in the church in all 
ber exigencies and diſtreſſes, but in particular to e- 
Very member of it; they being all furniſhed. by pro- 
| vigence with multitudes of ex res to this uſe 
du end. O hit uſeful are ſuc ee 
a e e and aſe fo Wo delight gnd pled: 
fre reſulting . the obſerpations, of providence, 
by excceding great It will doubtleſs be a part of 
ur. entertainment in Fe 405 to view with 1. wall 


e To ſee * * promote bis 
ing it, and fulfil his will by reſiſting 


church os Entering. * . 
| ir 


| fuch employment as this. 


To we R EK AR. 
their weſt to come the more ſiuect is thein Au B 
making their cendition ſo reſt leftvin the warld. This * 
is pleaſant. ta obſerve. in general, but to record aud 


nale its particular deſigns upon ourſelves; with what 
1 profound wiſdom, i finite tenderne s and. inceſſamt * 


vigilancy, it hath managed all that concerns us fem 


- firſt to Jaſta is raviſhing and tran/perting t. \. * \ 


O what an biſtory might we compile of aur wn (xv 
periences, whit with a melting heart we trace the . 
frotſteps of providence all along the way it hath 
led us le this day, and ſet 6ur remarks upsn its more 
eminent per formances for , in the ve ral /tages 


our liſef¶H 


N ˖ v 4 k . 1.2 Dan 4 
flereis prevented, and there it delivered. Here 
it &rected, and there it corrected. in thinit grieved, - 


i in that it relieved, Here was the poiſon, and 


here the antiflote, This providence raiſed a difmal 
cleud, and that diſpeiled it again. © This flraitned; 
and that enlarged. Here a want, aud there à ſap» 
ply. This re/ation withered, and that ſpraug ug id 
is room. Words cannot exprefs the. bigh 2 . 'S 
and gratifications, 4 gracicus. heart- may: H, 
2 I Vs An | 
0 what @ world of rarities are ta be eu in — g 
vidence tbe Bind heed!eſt world makes nothing > | 
them: They cannot find one ſweet bit, where a gras 
cious ſou! would make 4 rich feaſt. Plutarch re; 
lates very exattly, how Timoleon was miraculang 
fly Believered from the canſpiracy of. two mus I 
by their meeting, in the very wick of time, a 
ptr/on, who, o revenge the death of bis father, Mill. 
ed one of them, juſt. as they. ere ready e glu 
"Timoleon the fatal blow, though be knew nothing 
of the buſmeſs, and ſo Timoleon 2/eefed the daigens 


And what did this wonderful work of providence, 


think you, yield the re/atars/ "Why, tbough he uns 
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The SpeQators*(/#i#h hz) wondered greatly at the 


rufe and contrivance Which fortune uſes. 778 
Tr all le could ſee in it. Had @ ſpiritual and wiſe 


Chriſtian had the diſſecting and anatomizing of ſuch 


n wat of Providence, ubas glory wonld. it have 


yielded th God? What comfort and encouragement 


re the ſoul ® The Bee makes ſerter meal upen one 


Viele flower, than the Ox doth upon the whole Mea: 


dow, where thouſands. of them grow. 


FILTY 
O Reader, if thy heart be ſpiritual, and well flocks 
with experience, if ther haſt recorded the ways of 


-ovidence towards thee, and wilt but allow'thy 
Time. to-refletÞ upon them; what life bf pleaſure 
mayſd thou live! What an braven upon earth Both 


this way lead thee into]! I will not here bell tec, 
to hat 1 have met in this path, leſt it ſbouli ſeem 


to awo, of too much vanity ; non eſt religioubi 


omnia patent. There are /ome|' delights und 


ie Bow wilt aged no other. tmdudements ; thin 0wn\ex» 


tnjoyments iu the Chriſtian life; Weh are, aud mut be | 


Melee. But try. it thy" eit tate and fe, 


per ience will be the moſt powerful rare pert 


% 


1 : if the hiftor y.of- our own es, % it 


uud uiſlinctf ly peruſdn uon not be the plegſunit 
ee ever wr read: in aun: ies. 


Fuge, tles tothe ſtudy ant ſearch of providence: 


* 
* 
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once the fancy is catchet;0a'mait knows oh? how 4» 
diſengage himſelf: from it. I am greatly miſtaken, 
— — 


be fie treatife\ie an eu to c hat purpo-e 
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in mib than wile find ſome remarks fot upon pro 


viaonce, in its paſſage through the ſeveral tapes of 


au. But, Reader, thou only art able be Uh 


bie pidenre fur thy ge becauſe rite me. 
morale hat ftrnifh it am, in\ thine ow 
t owever, here thou: hd 


| Wands. 
find av hτuνuſ ge 
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„ per all ze had of it, 'was only rh 


Hiſlories àre uſually rad with delight :' When | 
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neral rules to direct thee in that great and difficult 
work, which is the very end, and deſign of this 
manual. | 

Have not had much regard to the dreſs, and 
ernament in which this diſcourſe is to go abroad, 
for Jam debitor bath to the ſtrong and weak, the . 
wiſe and focliſh : And in all my ebſervations I have 
not. found, that ever God hath made much uſe of 
labeured periods, rhetorical flowers and elegancies,' 
te improve the power of religion in the world; yea, 
I have obſerved, how providence hath ſumetimes re- 
buked good men, when upon other ſubjects they have tas 
much affefted thoſe pedantick fosleries, in witi draws 
ing fram them its uſual! aids, and expeſing them to 
ſhame; and much mare may it do fo, when itſelf is 
the ſubject. 

. Reader, if thy ſtomach be nice and ſqueaſie, and 
nathing will reliſh with thee, but what is pruce 
and elegant, there are ſtore of ſuch compaſures in 
the world, upon which thou mayſt even ſurfeit thy 
curious fancy: Mean time, there will be found ſome 
that will bleſs God, for what theu deſpiſeſt, and 
and make many a ſweet meal upon what thou loath- 
e/t. | | | 
77 will add no more, but my hearty prayers, that 
providence will direct this treatiſe to luch hands, 
in ſuch ſeaſons, and ſo bleſs and proſper its deſign, 


that God may have glory, thou mayſt have Benefit, 
and myſelf comfort in the ſucceſi thereof, who am, 


Thine and the church's ſervant in 


the hand of providence _ 
JOHN FLAVELTL. 
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| 8 E greatneſs of God is. a glorious and cd 
|" ater. The Lind mo h is terrible; 1 8 
N ever all the Earth Plal. 47 | 
2 7 the moſt high God to men 0 % a 1 
2 N. Though abe Lord by h;gh, yet he hath reſpelſ m the > 
uh, Pal 138. 6. But when bo theſe meet together (as 
they do in . ſcripture) hey make-up 3 match ſeſs myRery, 
Here we find the moſt high God performing all. 
for LA poor f diftrc ſſed creature. * 
n i the great ſupport ard ſolace of the ſaints, ih al tes 4 
- A EE befa) them here. that there is e Toe 
Ktcing.. ip all the whech of motion, ar wats” fe 
mrical creatures and their 5 e us. A= 
e ted and Rapp Y toes; and indeed it were * 
when 1 by a world: e god md Wh | 


n this mater, will 
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R conduct or, 

FOR: cores ind AM . 0 of 
the ſub matter. 

| The former ſignĩſies 


And may either refer to 
chax 


_ 1 be no ſlaughter; S thi 
erning whom he gave | 


1 to his ſervants, not to deſtroy him, or rather, it * 
hat — e to God, —— th great ene tor 
he t his foul in s path ej — . 175 
| fchith, deſtroy not. 2 * 
| - The latter title, Atehtam, bgeibes se golden o nament, tat 
Hd ſo is 8 to the choice, and * 1 60 7 of — foi 
1 ich woch pre defer — 11 
1 27 Hoy n. verſes did. TY: 97 T7 Py 
Three 22 are remarlabſe in no former = of | ro 

P eſt addreſs JF 
A that Aebi Alke The 22 eads — 
| with God in that dr, He 
I. His extreme danger, expreſſed both in the title and * 
body of the Pſalm. The title tells us, this Pſalm was com- ail 


*n 5 | 29642 him when he. hid himſelf from. Saul in the NN. * 
| ve was 19 the wilderneſs of Fuge Wees es pe 
ken rocks, where the wild S an obſcure and 
ſalare hole; yer even thither the envy ot Sag 
big, 2215 Sam. N 1, 2: And how, he pen 
eine, MW to bÞ in- 


ed z AS 2 par * upon the v1 

{Cloſed in the net; fot the place was bepitt with hir ene. 275 

| Ay nd having i in this place no eut- let another way, a un 

Sau! himſelf entring into the mouth of this Cave, in des b. 

4 and creeks whereof he and his men lay hid, and faw im; pa 

= gudge to how rear an Setremity, and to what a deſperate 6. 

5 Gale, chings $5 were now bronghr. * might he fay; #s ir 4i 4 

2 dy ver, G. My. Joes 4 47s lions, and ty even mim d hem thine tx 

| pe now rema ned? Whit but i 11 7 G! 

nets e could be ex gen? 2 A 

es is frighrs him not out of His ane duty!; Pw 

1 mt the 17 of death he prays, and*carneftly ad- pr 
1 amſelf to God for mercy, wer. 1. Be nuf ts Me, | 

5 £8 + merciful unto ml This r Pfalu war cp. 0 

| fed, 155 him, when meu was Ren noe to diſtompole the - hi 

eſt man In the w The tepetir Wes 
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The Myſtery of pale. a 
ſelf zn an extraordinary way, can no ſave him Roch ru 
III. The arguments he pleads for _— p_ in 
this diflireſs, are very conſiderable. 

(1.) He pleads his reliance upon God as an n.0 
\ Be wercifil to me, O God, be meiſul unto me, 


my foul erb in thee, yea, in the babes of chy wings willy = 


pet my vrſige, til c calaumties be paß, ver. 1 This 


his truſt and dependence bn God, hebt be not argumen- 
tative in reſpect of the dignity of che act; yet it is ſo, in re- 
ſpect bot oſ the nature of the object a coiipalſionate God 
who will not expoſe any that tałe ſhelter under h is win 
and in reſpect of the promiſe, whereby protection is alſbudll 
ro them! that ſty to trim) for fünctuary, N 6. 3. Thau m 


— Dur *. eſe N whoſe mind is 2 en the zo lecamſ ue 


us hei encouruges from che con- 


* (2.) He pleads former experietices of his help ĩn paſt 
diſtreſſes, as an argument encouraging hope under the p- 
144 high, ito God phat 


performeth all things forme. | "i: {oy Ke 
0 05 2 icke 21 ic: W 

r Tn which words I thatl! conſider rwo bing: 1 

. The duty reſolved Upon. 4 N l of 6 r N 


v . "The enconragement to that rDi,jji an 3 

The duty reſolved'upon} Ill cry Gu Crying 
* God, is an expre ſſiom that doth not only denote projer, 
dor intenſe and farvert prayer: To cry, is t0-pray in an holy 1 


"paſſion ; and neh are Alg mg prayers,, Pjati * 


5 and . 5. 1. £5 % 71:25:47 KC 
2. The cocourgements ou refohncion; and thefon \ 


twotold. | L579 n s e 
6 3% ee, alen from we fovercigney): of God. 
nn. py + 31218900 207 


eee, taken don eee. had of . 


* 3: 5 „ treu. 


1. The ſovereignty of God, 7 will oy ente Gail muff hi. 


Upon. mis be acts his faith in extremir) of danger. Saul ig 


but od the wait high; and without his perm 
— aſſured ai catmat ouch him Tie had none to hie 


4 


Dise Cmdytt: 07, 
2 Setetore — dut the Moſt High in not ne by 
means. . This is a ſingular prop to faich, Pſalm 39 | 
2. The expericnce of his providence ens Bo Ged 

= het hs all things for me. 

X he ward which we. nina: (porfernceb) 8 . 
| root, that ſignĩſies both to prſccd, and to deſiſt or eaſe: For 
hen a buſineſs is performed and peifeRte d, the agear then 
cdeeaſes and deſiſts from working; he puts to the laſt hand 
hen he finiſhes the work. 0 ſuch an happy iſſ the 
oed hach brought all his doubrfal and difficult matters 

| Ne and ihis gives him encouragement, that he will 

| racious, and perfect that which concernech him 

—.— 23 | TROY Eu. 1 5 The Lord wil infect chat wy 
— r eben l, who profceth,” or - hee ors me 

And it 22 certain truth, that all the reſults an4 iſſues of 
F Bu. dhe 8 are profitab e and beneficial. to the Saints. 
# t the e. in our tranſla ion well receives the 

ce of the rx who performeth all thingt: und it 
_ involves the moſt ſtrict and proper notion of provide 
which is nothing elſe, bit the performance of God“ praci= 
 _ous purpoſes; and promiſes to ſiie pebple; and therefore 
ali and Mus ſupply and fill up the room, which the 
caiciteneſß oftheriginal leaves, with que pm | will cry 

Wk Cod moſt high, nato God that perſor me h the things 
| 4 which he hath promiſed. Payment is the performance ot 
| Fromber; grace erg the fromiſe, and providence the 
11 k ment. e f 
1 4 "Pieter fills it Sith benienttat ow * m: 3 ſain, un- 
1 Gedebat performeth rs linaneſt ani merty Bui RP it 
$ pro the mercy perf rmed, to be contained in the pro- 


| 
i 
| { 
| ö 
N 
L 
i 
[ 


© KH the Pes dential performance cf it to us. 
Wo: * Coſtatii's Tapplement:comes nearer to e 
 froſaorem 1 will cry unto God mol High, unio Go the 
[rey of 207 affairs. SW 

t our Engliſh. making out the ſenſe by an beer 
rticle, is mot fally agreeabie d the ſcape g the text. 
or ir cannot but be a great enchurage ment t Nie taich, 

God had tran ſacted all i or performed all thin 

or him; — ver faĩlec him in any 1 


816515 
— 


[ 


; ee, © 


Mercy is ſweer in the promiſe; ani much more ſo | 


* *. 


oy 


De Myſtery-of* Pravifence. 5 
me ſtraits that ever he met with, (and his life was a liſe of 
many ſtra its) he might well hope it would not now fail  - 
him, tho' this were an extraordinary and matchleſs one. 

Bring we then our thoughts a little cloſer to this ſcrip- 
ture; and it will give us a fair and lovely proſpect of pro- 
7 vidence. | heb as. -. 


* 0 " - p a N pe 
I, Uriſverſa), — 


* 
& % S * 


In its, 2. Effectual, Influence upon | the 
„ 3 Benefial, affairs and con- 
4. Encouraging, cCerns of the ſaints. 


The expreſſion imports (1.) the univerſal intereſt and 
ws jufluence of providence in and upon all the concerns and 
ne; intereſts of the faints. It ha h not only its hand in this or 
of that, but in all that concerns them. It hath its eye upon 
ne ** th ing that relates to them throughout their lives, from 

r » 


the firſt ro laſt. Not only great, and more important, but hb 
| it moſt minute and ordinary uff. irs of our lives are trauſacted 
ce, and managed by i-. It touches all things that touch usz 


whether more * or remotely. | I 
(z.) It ditplazs the efficacy of providential influences. 
Providence doth not only undertake, but performeth. and - | 
$ perfeRts what concerns us. It goes throngh'with its defigys, 
and accampliſheth what it begins: No difficulty fo clogs 
, no crets accident falls in its way, but it.carries its deſign 
rough it: Its motions are irreſiſtible and uncontrollable; ” 
W he performs it for us. 5 12. A, MM ILY 
13) And (bich is ſweet to conſider} all its prodfifts - 
je and aflues are excecding beneficial to the ſaints, It pere 
borms all chings for chem. Ti true, we-often prejadge # 
lo Its works; and unjuſtly cenſure its deſigns, and under . | 
y 


of our ſtraits and troybles u e ſay, All theſe ching 
cb io derd providence neither doth, nor can do, an 
thing that is really againſt the good of che ſainrs » Fun 
what- are the works of providence, but the execation 
God's decree; and the fulfill ing of his word ? And there 
can be nd mot e in providence, than is in chem ——Now, , 
there is nothing but goad'to the ſaints in God's puspofes. 
and promiſes; apd thereſore;\wharever providence. doth 
in cheir concerpments, it muſt be (as.the tent (peat 


+ 


N 


; 4 oe Conduct ar, 
— — them. l 
(4) And if fo, how cheering, fert ing and a | 
mult the conſideration ef theſe things be i ina day of diſtreſs . 
and trouble! What life and hope will ir inſpire your 
. Hearts and rayers withal, hen great preſſures lie upon 
= us! It had ſuch a cheering influence upon the Pſal miſt at this 
= time, when the ſtate of his affairs was to the eye of ſenſe i 
and reaſon forlorn, and deſperate; ! there was now but an i. 
ir's breadth (as we ſay) berwixe him and ruin. 9 
A potent, caraged, and implacablè enemy had driven 
him into the hole of a rock, and was come after him into 
that hole; yer now, whilſt his foul is among lions, whilſt oF © 
be lies in a cranny of the rock, expecting e moment 
to be drawn out to death, the reflections he h upon the 
acidus pertormances of the mot High for him, from the 
oy ing to that moment, E and inſpire hope 
life into his prayers; Imillery unto Ci High, u Goa 1 
that \perfarmerls all things for nb. | 
A * of 70 1 hovs 1s in this ke e | 
fo * N 


g . Doct. that it is tle duty of ſaints,” abe js in rimes ee 
1 +. reflect «pon the performances of providence for them in ne 
c ies, and r af thc Sager of Gen ns e 


N . all the . hand f 
of Gad, 14. 26. 12. Car, thoy haft wrought. all wur m in 
(or for) us. And ſtill it hath been the pious; and cpnflant ?! 
practice of the ſaints in all generations, N21 preſerve; che 
& memary of the more famous and remarkab providances 
| that have befallen them in their times, as ious -trea- 
ſure. It thou be a chriftian/ indeed, I Mow thou haſt; 
it not in thy book, yer certainly J. thy — — 10g 

| —— many precious favours upon -_ The very rege 

brance and rehearſal of them is ſmect,; how much x 
* 2 actual enjoy ment! Harter“ ſaints reſt, p. 
768. Thus Mejes, by divine direRtion, wrote s mematial e 
of chat 1186 obtained over Amnalet as the fruit and return hh . 
ME. and built there an altar with this inſcription; c 2 
Noe the Lord my b Exod. 17. 14, 43. Tos, : 


1 e, e as 2 ee {2264 


Ali? 


Tze Myſtety of Providiice. N 
raetai and Eber t ook all care to perpetnate the memory 
of that ſignal deliverance ffom the plot of Hmm, by or- 
dering the feaft of Purim, as an anniverſary throughout every 


raging i 
diſtreſs | 


ape > h gencratien, every family, every province, and every city, that theſe 
Yo "his 6. ays of Purim ſbduld not fatl from ame g the Jew 8, Nor the me- 
Fſenſe Neef them periſh from their ſeed, Eſth. 9. 28. For this 
but an end you find Pialms indited, to bring to remembrance, 


12 ſal. 70. the title3—Parents giving ſuĩtable names to their 
rildfen, that every time they looked upon them, they 
ight refreſh the memory of God's mereies. 1 Sm. 1. 
whilſt 0. — The very places, where eminent providences have 
awent Pppeared, new named, upon no other deſign, but to per- 
mn the Petuate the memorial ot thoſe ſweet providences which ſo 
m che F*freſhed them there: Thence Bes took its name, 
e hope Pen. 28. 19.—Aad that well of water, where Hagar 
* Pas ſeaſonably re ſreſhed by the angel in her diſtreſs, Beers 
bai. rei, the well of him that liveth and fooketh on me: 
aſion. P. 16. 13. Lea, the ſlats have given, and God hath 
P ſſumed co himſelf new titles upon this'very ſcore and ac. 
Fount; Abraham's Jehovah, jireh and Gidem 's Jehovah ſbalm 
Pere aſcribed to him upon this reaſon. And ſometimes 
ou find the Lord ſtiles himſelf, The God that brought 
raham from V of the Chaldeet; then, che Lord God that 
Prought them out of pr; then, the Lord that gathered 
em out of the north country; ſtill minding them of tha 
Fracious providences, chice 1 all thoſe places, he had 
dughe ter them e keen vi ice 
Now, there is a twofold reflection upon the providentis 
UU fo 5G Bet 4 9 8 
One entire and fall, in the whole complex and perfect 
ramethareoling This bleſſed fight is reſerved for the per? 
ect ſtate. It is in the mount of God, where we ſhall te 
Neth the wilderneſs and Canaam; the glorious kingdom in- 
"which we are come, and the way thro' which we are 
d into it, There the fainrs ſhall E vien 
that beautiſul frame, and every part ſhall be diſtinctly! 
ſcerned, as it has its particular uſe, and as ĩt was connect 
ich the other parts, and how effectually and orderly 
ey all' wrought to briog about that bleſſed deſign of 
ir ſalvation according to the promiſe,- Rom. 8 28. hl 
2 that all things work together for good to chem uhr live 


43 
driven 
m into 


— 


Aa Pp 
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"rea Divine Conduct: Or, 7 
God, &c. For it is certain; no, ſhip at ſea keeps more ex Pen 
actly by the compaſ which directs its courſe, than provi- 4a 
dence — by that promiſe, which is its Cyneſera and Pole- * 
pe Sad. . 6 0 : * » 
The other partial and imperſect in the way to glory, 7 W's 
where we only view it in its ſingle a&s, or at moſt in . 
ſome branches and more obſervable -ourſe of actions. _—_— 
_ ©. Berwint theſe two is the fame difference, as betwixt the 
ſight of the di joiated wheels and ſcattered pins of a 
watch, and the ſight of the whole united in one frame, and 
working in one orderly motion; or, betwixt an ignorant . 
ſpcRator's viewing ſome more obſcrvable veſſel or joint 
of a diſſected body, and the accurate anztemilt's diſcerning | 
the courſe cf all the veins and-arteries of the body, as he 


follows the ſeveral branches of them thro" che whole, and ..“ 


þ w%ecre-fomctimes ſo fumbled, and - ſometimes "amazed, 


© bitterly bewailed, as if they had fallen out quite croſ to | 


plainly fees the proper places, figute, and uſe of each, with q 


their mut — — one another 1 
0 how raviſhing and delectable a ſight is: that! to bu» 
hold at one view the whole deſign of providence, and the 
proper place and uſe of every ſingle act, which we could 
not underſland in this world! For what Chriſt ſaid to Peter, 
John 13. 7. is as applicab'e to ſome providerces in which 
we are no concerned, as it was to that praticular action; 

 Iiſhat 1 as thus knoweſi net now, but hereafter,” they ſhalt know it. 
All the dark, intricate, puzzling providences, at which we 


which we coald neither reconcile with the'promiſe, nor | 
wick each other; nay, which we fo unjuſtly cenſured and. 


N Sur happineſs; we ſhall then ſee to be unto. us, as the dif- 
 ficult paſſage thro the wilderneſs was untgaffae!, the right 


4 way to a city of habitation, Plal. 107. 7. 


And, rho” our preſeat views and refleQions upon pro- 

ridence be ſo ſhort and imperfect, in compariſon of that ia , 
beaven, yet ſuch as it is, under all its pre ſent diſadvantages, 
it hach ſo mach excellency and ſweetneſs in it, at 1 
may call it a little heaven; or, as Jacob called his Bethel, 
the gate of heaven Pis certainly an high way of walking 
with God in his world ; and as ſweet communion may. 

à a foul enjoy with him in his providences, u in any of big 

erdinantcs, tow olten have the hearts cf its UE; 

ta 2 ＋ | en 


* 


he Myſt-ry of Providence. 
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re pk een melted into tears of joy, at the beholding of its wiſe 
. Ind unexpected B How often hath it convinced 
Pole. Niem, upon 2 lober recollection of the events of their lives, 


Mat, if che Lord had left them to their own counſels, they 
id as often been their own rormentros, if not execution- 
bs ! Into what and how many fatal miſchiefs had they 

ecipirates themſel ve, if providence had been as ſhort 


"the Wghted as they! They have given it their hearty thanks, 
at a if r conſidering their hcreſt more than their importumty, 
# and nd not ſuffering them to periſh by their own deſires. 


The benefits of adverting to the works of providence 
re manifold and unſpeakable, as in its place we ſhall 
ew you. Bur, nor toentangle the thread of the diſcourſe; 
fall caſt it into this method. F 
Z F/r/}, I ſhall prove, that the concernments of the ſaints in 
bis world, are certainly conducted by the wiſdom and care 
- Ivf ſpecial providence : 
& Secondly, I will ſhew you, in what particular concern- 
cats of theirs this providential care is evidently diicover- 
d. Gy 5 | . 
= 7hirdly, That it is the duty of ſaints to advert to, and 
cedtully obſerve, theſe performances of providence tor 
hem in all their concernments, £ . * 
Fourthly, In What manner this duty is to be performed 

Py them. - | 
= Fifthly, What ſingular benefits reſult to them from ſuch 
ASbſcrvanons, | | * 


And then apply the whole in ſuch Uſes, as offer them- 


el ves from the point. | 


norant 
r joint 


__ 
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The Firſt General Head. * vj 
17 Shall undertake the proof and defence of this 
great truth, That the affairs of the ſaints in this world 
e cert cini condutted by the wiſdom and care of ſpetial providente. 
And herein 1 addreſs myſelt with cheertulneſs, to per- 
m (as 1 am able) a ſervice for that providence, which 
th, throughout my lite, performed all things for me, 
the text ſpeaka „ 
* ern e e ee Ir 


© * 
FLY 


** 
12 


* 7 "oy" 
ct — 


o " Davies ConduT : Or,” 
There is a er conſideration, of — cr accord” 
ing to its tow fold object, and manner ot diſpenſation: The 
one is general, exerciſed about all creatures, ratfonal and 
irrational, animate and inanimate; the other ſpecial and 
peculiar. Chriſt hath an univerſal, empire over all things. * 
Eph. 1 22. the head of the whole n by way of domin- 
ion; but an head to the church h/ way of union and ſpe- 
cial influence. Joh, 17. 2. The Saviour of all men, bus eſpecialy 

them that believe, 1 Tim 4. 10. The church is his | 
pecial care and charge; he rules the world for its good, WP - 
as an head conſulting the welfare of the body. | 
Heathens generally denied providence;andno wonder,fince if 
ay denied aGad: For the ſameargumentsthart prove che one 
ill prove the other. Aiſſotle, the prince of heathen philoſo- 
phers, could not, by the urmolt ſearch. of, reaſon, find out 
— original; and therefore concludes it was from 
8 eternity. The Epicurean: did in a ſort acknowledge a God; 
but yet denied a-providence, and wholly excluded him 
from any intcreſt or concern in the affaj oy the world, as 
being inconſiſtent with the felicity and tranquillity of the 
E divine Being, to be diverted and cunber'd. with the care 
and labour of government, This aſſertion is ſo repugnant 
co reaſon, that its a wonder themſclves bluſh not at it is ab- 15 
curdity; bur I gueſs at the deſign, and ane of them ſpeaks I 
it out in broad language. Jtaque impoſuiſtir cervicibus neſtris þ 


> Jompiternum dominium, quem dies & noctes timeremus. Quis enim 
mn timeat omnia providentem, & cogitantem, G ani mad verten - 51 
| ten, & mia ad je pertinere put anten, curieſum & plenum nggo- 

el dewm? Vell. apud Cicer. de natura deorem. They foreſa w 

et che gonceſion of a providence would rol an Sona 
. necks, dy making them wecommrable for 
all they did to an higher tribunal ; and that they muſt ne- 
hr ar paſs the time of their ſojourning here in tear, 
| 4 hilft all cheir thoughts, words, and ways, were ſtrictly 


noted and recorded, in order to an account, hy an all-ſce- 
ing and righteous God; and therefore laboùred to per- 
- ſwade themſelves, that was not, which they had no mind 
mould be. Bur” theſe atheiſtical and fooliſh conceits 
2 flat before the bo wee, evidence of this ſo great and 


clear a truth. 
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The Myft#ry of” Providence IT. 
eie, who deny the exiſtence of God; and conſequently , 
— all 5 brought from ſeripture, of the — 
prdinary events that fall out in favour of that people that * | 
What are called His; but rather to convihce thoſe, that 
ks Profeſſedly owt all this; yer, never having rafted religion 
y experience, ſuſpect, ar leaſt, that all theſe things, which 
: e call ſpecial provideucerto the ſaints, are hut nataral event, 
„r mere tontingencies: And thus whilft they profeſs to ow 1 
God and a providence, (which profeſſion'is'bur the effe@ | 
pf thEir edacution) they do in the mean time live like #- {| 
S&he:ftr, and both think and act as if there were noſacky \ 
hing: And really I doubr nor; but this is the'caſe of the- 
far greateſt part of the men of this generation. * 
But it ic were indeed ſo, that the affairs of the world in 
general, and more eſpecially thoſe ofthe ſaints; were not 
conducted by divine providence, but (as they would pers 
twade ue) by the ſteady courſe of natural cauſes; beſide 
w hich, if ar any time we obſerve any event to fall out, ir 
is merely caſual and contingent, or that which proceeds 
trom ſome liicden and ſecret cautc in nature: It this in- 
deed were ſo, let them them that are tempred to 'believel 2? 
ic rationally ſatisfy the following demands. | Shs 1 
Fi Demand.) How comes it to 'paſs, that ſo many 
i ſignal mercies and del iverances have befallen the people off 
od, above the power, and againſt the courſe of natural 
— Kfcaufes, to make way for which, there hath been a ſenſibi se 
ſuſpenſion aud ſtop put to the courſe of nature? It is mai 
eviderr, that no natural effect can exceed the power of ts 
natural cauſe; nothing can give another, more than ĩt hau 
in itſell: Aud it is as clear, that whartſbever acts naturally? 
acts neceſſarilj Fire burns to the uttermeſt of iti power 
Water overflow, and drown all that hey e 
Lions, and other rapacious and cruel beaſts, eſpeciathy: ©? 
when hungry tear and deyour their prey. And, for at 
bitrary and rational agents, they al ſo act according to the 
ptinciples ard laws of their natures:—A wicked m ¹9, 
when his heart is fully fer in him, and his wilk ttandg I *- 
a full bent of reſalution, v ill certainly (if he have p W 
in bis han und opportunity to execute his conceived- He. 
SO e 


F a 7 


* 
5, 
= 
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— > Divine eee , 
his heart: For having once conceived miſchief, and tra-W(/p/: 
, velling in pain with it (according to the courſe of nature) lat. 
be muſt bring it torth, as it is Pſal 7 14. But ifany of theſe 
inanimate, brutal, or ratiqnal agents, when there is no na - Nous 
obſtaele or remora, have heir power ſuſpended, and that 
ben, che effect is near the birth, and the deſign at the, 
very article of execution, ſo that, tho they would, yet 
cannot hurt; to what thinle you is this to be aſſigned and 
referred? Vet ſo It hath often been ſeen, where God's in- 

| | _ - tereſt hath been immediately concerned in the dangewand 

# avil of the event;=—— The fea divided itſelf in its own 

i channel, and made a wall of water, on each fide, to give 

* God's diſtreſſed 1# ae! a ſate.paſſge, and that not in a calm, 

but when the waves thereof roared, as it is a. 15. 15.— 

1 The:fire, when blown up to the moſt intenſe and vehe. N ven 
ment flame, had no power to ſinge one hair of God's | 
faithful witneſſes, when, at the ſame inſtant ir had power | 

|- to deſtroy their intended exccutioners at a greater diſtance, | 
Dan. 2. 22, Yea, we find it hath ſometime been ſuffici- Wwn « 
ent to conſume, but not to torment, the body; as in that 
known inftance of bleſſed Baynham, who told his enemies, 
+, the flames were to him as à bed of roſes, —— The hungry 
lions put oft their natural fierceneſs, and became gentle 
S and harinleſs, when Daniel was caſt in among them for a 
prey. The like account the church- ſtory gives us of | 
* - Palycarp, and Dromſius Artopagira, whom the fire would not. 

8 touch, but ſtood after the manner of a ſnip- mans ſail fil- Sec 

= led: with wind about them. I 4 

Kre theſe: things according to the conrſe and law of na. e 

= arc? To what ſecret natural cauſe can they be aſcribed ? oe 

= Wn like manner, we find the vileſt and fierceſt of wicked nt, 
wen have been witheld by an inviſible hand of reſtraint nf. 
= from injuring the Lord's people. By what ſecret cauſe in Nemſ 
nature, was Jereboamn's hand dried up, and made inflexible, 
che ſame inſtant it was ſtretched out againſt the man of 
= God? 1 Kings 13. 4. No wild beaſts rend and devonr 
2 greedily, than wicked men would deſtroy 
he people of God that dwell among them, were it not for 
thigprovidential reſtraint upon them. So the Pſalmiſi ex- 


1 preſſes his caſe in the words following my text, My foul ir l do 
ana lim, and I ly among them that are ſet. m fre. T. 22 7 
j "a . {+ * ; ö N of * 2 ; 4 ks 


The Myſtery of Providence. RS © 
ciples were ſent forth as ſheep into the midſt of lues, 
lat. 10. 16. | a | | 

It will not avail in this caſe to obeject, thoſe miracu- 
lous events depend only upon ſeripture- teſtimony, which 


id tra- 
ature) 
t cheſe 
10 na- 


d that he Auheiſt is not concluded by: For beſide all that may be 
at the hlledged for the authority of that teſtimony {which is 
d, yet Nieedleſs to produce to men that own it) what is it leſs that 
d and Wvery eye ſecs, or may ſee at this day? Do we not behold 


d's in- 
er and 
s own? 
o give} 
calm, 


. | 


weak defenceleſs handful of men, wonderfully, and (ex- 
ept this way) unaccountably preſerved from ruin, in the 
idſt of potent, enraged and truculent enemies, that fain 
ould, but cannot, deſtroy them; when as yet no natural 
mpediment can be aſſigned why they cannot? = 
And it this poſe us, what ſhall we ſay, when we ſee 
vents produced in the world for the good of God's choſen, 
God's Wy thoſe very hands and means which were intentionally 
power Wnployed for their ruin? Theſe things are as much be- 
ſtance, Ide che intentions of their enggnies, as they are above their 
ſuffici- Wvwn expectations; ſuch wia Ne no rarities in the world, 
n that Vas not the envy of Fſepb's brethren, the curſed plot of 
emies, f Haman, the decree procured by the envy of the princes 
wngry Nainſt Daniel, with many more of the like nature, all turn- 
gentle , by a ſecret and ſtrange hand of Providence, to their 
1 for a W<eater advancement and benefit: Their enemies lifted 
us of em up to all chat honour and preferment thy had. 
id not. | « : „ 
ail fil- Second demand.) How 7s it (if the ſaints concerns are not 
aered by a ſpecial divine providence) that natural caafes 
of na- Ne and aſſociate themſelves for their relief and benefit in ſa 
ange a manner as they are found to do? It is undeniably evi- 
ent, that there are marvellous coincidences of providence, _. ©; 
dnfederating and agreeing, as it were, to meet and unite 
emſelves to bring about the good of God's choſen, 
here is a like face of things ſhew ing itſelf in divers places 
that time, when any work for the good of the church 
come upon the ſtage of the world. As when the Meſſiab, 
capital mercy, came to the temple, then Simeon and 
ns were brought thither by providence às witneſſes to 
So in reformation work, when the images were pul- 
down in Holand, one and the ſame ſpirit of zeal poſ- 
ed them in every city and town, that the work es Nj 
* e * B 3 d a 
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by which he aſcended io that honour and authority: If but 


done ſo too: But every one fell in its order, exactly keep 


governed by ſpecial providence, Whence if {t, that the 


„0 — _— 
* a ” n " 0 
- 


_- Divine Conduct: or, 


done in a night. He that heedfully reads the hiſtory off 75 
Joſeph's advancement to be the lord of Egypt, may number 


nd 
hir 
E 
DW 


in that ſtory, twelve remarkable acts or ſteps of providence} 


one of them had failed, in all likelihood the event had 


ing its own time and place. So in the church's deliver ©? 
ance from the plot of Haman, we find no leſs than ſevey —_ 
acts of providence concurring ſtrangely to produce it, as is aa . 
they had all met by appointment and conſent, to break 0 ” 
chat ſnare for them; one thing ſo aptly ſuiting with, and Pp 
making way for another, that every heedful obſerver mu — 
needs conclude, this cannot be the effect of caſual:y, buff 
wiſe caunſel. Even as in viewing the accurate ftructarF. ** 
of the body of a man, the figure, poſition, and mutual ref 3 
ſpects of the ſeveral members and veſſels hath convinced b 
9 (and is ſufhcient to convince all) that it was the eff be! 
fect of divine wiſdom and power: In like manner, if tha - G 
A admirable adaptation of the means and inſtruments employ ths 
ed for mercy to the people of God be heedfully conſidered i 
who can but confeſs, that as there are tools of all for i by 
and ſizes in the ſhop of providence, fo there is a moſt ski . 
ful hand that uſes them, and that they could no more pro . 
duce ſuch effects of themſelves, than the ax, ſaw, or chi . q 
el can cur or carve a rude log into. a beautiful figurq iſt jr 
without the hand of a skilful artificer. 5 
We find, by manifold inſtances, that there certainly a q 4 
ſtrong combinations and pre- diſpoſitions of perſons an lick. 
things, to being about ſome iſſue and deſign for the bene the FR 
of the church, which themſelves never thought of: Th end 
hold no intelligence, communicate not their counſel nly f 
each other, yet meet together, and work together, as 34 b. 
they did. Which is, as if ten mew ſhould meet togeth Nr; 
at one place, and in one hour, about one and the (an b. 
bufineſs, and that without any fore-apointment bet. tes 


thmſelves; Can any queſtion, but ſuch a meeting of me- 
and inſtruments is certainly, though ſecretly, over- ru 
by ſome wite inviſible agent? | — 


— 


Third Demand.) If the concerns of God's people be 


«- di - 
. 


__ tand ower{ul, means employed fo deſtroy them, are renared in- 
. 2 and weak centemp ble means employed for their defence 
amber 
dence tings were wholly ſwayed by the courſe of nature If 


It bu e j:dge by that rule, we muſt conclude, the more apt and 


nt hat werful the means are, the more ſucceſsful and proſperous - 


keepſßſey muſt needs be; and where they are inept, weak and 
eliver ontemptible, nothing can be expected from them: Thus 


1 ſe ve eaſon lays it according to the rules of nature: But provi- 
it, as ence croſſes its hands, (as Jacob did in bleſſing the ſons of 
> break, ph) and orders quite contrary iſſues and events. Such 
h, 200.25 the mighty power and deep policy, uſed by Pharaob to 
er MiSeftroy God's | that, to the eye of reaſon, it was. as 
y, buy poſſible to ſurvive it, as for crackling thorns to abide 


ructurſnconſumed amidſt devouring flames ; by which emblem, 


tual reſpeir miraculous preſervation is expreſſed, Ex. iii. 2, 
mvym cee buſh was all on a flame but no conſumption of it. 
the el he heathen Roman emperors who made the world tremble, 
„ if tha ſubdued the nations under them; have employed all 
—_— eir power and policy againſt the poor, naked, defenceleſs 
1(1dere! | 


urch, toruin it, yet could notaccompliſh it, Rev. 12. 3. 4.0 


all ſorſhe ſeas of blood that heathen Rome ſhed in the ten per ſecu- 


zoft- SKI ns! yet the church lives, and when the dragon gave his 
wore PU wer to the beaft, Rev. 13. 2. (i. e. the ſtate of Rome be- 
or chi me antichriſtian) O what ſlaughters have been made by the 
1 fig uc in all bis domirtons! ſo that the Holy Ghoſt repreſents 


as drunken with the blood ok the ſaints, Rew, 17. 6. 
d yet all will not do: The gates (i. e. the power and 
licies of hell) cannot prevail againſt ir, How manifeſt 
the care and power of providence herein? Had half thac 
wer been employed againft any other people, it had cer- 
ly ſwallowed them up immediatly, or in the hundred 


ainly 2 
rſons Al 
je bene 
of: Th 
-ounſel 


her, wo t of the time worn them out. How ſoon was the Per- 

© 108” monarchy ſwallowed up by the Grecian, and that a- 

the Wag n by the Roman? Djocleſian and Maximin, in the height _ 

t Her vi their perſecution, found themſelves ſo baffled by provi- 

p of . ce that they both religned the government and lived as - 

over-r""vaic men. But in this wonderful preſervatiun God 
Nees good that promiſe, Jer. 30. 11. Though I make à ful 

$ of all nations,” yet will I not make a ſull end of thee; And 

ple be | TY B 2 | 


that 
hat the bs 
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nd comfort, crowned with ſucceſs ! This could never be, if 


te. OS 


16 6 Divine” Conduct. or, | 
that in Ia. 54. 17. No weapon formed againſt thee ſhall pr 
per., i 


On the contrary, how ſucceſsful have weak contemp 
tible means been made for the good of the church ? Thu 
in the arſt planting of chriſtianity in the world, by wha 
weak and improbable inſtruments was it done? Chriſt dif 
not chuſe the eloquent orators, or men of authority in rh$ 
courts of kings and emperors, but twelve poor mechanick 
and fiſhermen, and theſe not ſent together in a troop, bi 
fome to take one country to conquer it, and ſome another 
the moſt ridiculous courſe (in appearance) for ſuch a deg 
tign as could be imagined : And yet in how ſhort a tim 
was the gol ſpread, and the churches planted by they 
in the ſever kingdoms of the world? This the Pſalm. 
_ forſaw by the ſpirit of prophecy, when he ſaid. Out of 4 
mont h of babes ud ſucklings haſt thou ordained ſtrength, to til th 
venger, Plal. 8. 2. At the found of ran 
elivered into the hands of ae: See Ju 
6. 20. By thife hundred men, with their pitchers ar 
lamps, the huge. hoſt of Midian is diſcomfited, Judges 6. 1. 
The proteſtants beſieged in Peziers in France are deliver 
by a drunken drummer, who, going to his quarters at mil 
night, rang the alarm: bell of the town, not knowing wh 
he did; and juſt then were their enemies making their 4 
ſault. And as weak and improbable means have be 
bleſſed · with ſucceſs to the church in general, ſo to 
preſervation of. its particular members alſo: A ſpider | 
weaving her web over the mouth of an oven, ſhall hide 
ſervant of Chriſt, Da Moxlin, from his enemies, who to 
refuge there in that bloody Pariſian maſſacre. A hen ſh 
Suſtain another many days ar the ſame time, by iodgi 
her egg every day in the place where he had hid him 
from the cut-throats. Examples might be eaſily multi, 
d in the caſe ; bur the truth is too plain and obvious 
che obſervation of all ages to need them. And can . 2 
- tacknowledge a divine and ſpecial previdence over=rulicathes 
theſe matters, when we ſce the molt apt and potent mei loed 
for the churches ruin fruſtrated, and the moſt filly Wick of 
contemptible means ſucceeded and proſpered for its g oo 
ey. 2.0 | Fecht 


r 
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Fourth Demand. If all things be governed by the courſe 


nature, and force of natural cauſes, How then comes it to 
ls, that men are turned (like # bowl by a rub) out of the way 


hall pri 


ontemp 
? Thus 


by Wa vil, auto which they were driving on with full ſpeed? Good men 
hriſt cihhve been engaged in the way to their own ruin, and knew - 
y in tha not; but providence hath met them in the way, and 
chanickWeſer ved them by ſtrange diverſions, the meaning of which 
op, bußßey underſtood not till the event diſcovered it. Paul lay 
another Hund ar Cæſarea; the high - prieſt and chief of the Jews re- 
ch a deſſeſt Feſſus, that he might be bronght bound to Jeruſalem, 
rt a tmving laid wait in the way to kill him; but Feſtus (tho? 
by theꝙhnorant of the plot) utterly refuſes it, but chuſes rather to 
e Pſalngp with them to Ceſarea, and judge him there: By this 


b, their bloody defign' is fruſtrated A. 25. 3, 4. 


Jut of t 
Poſſizonious, in the life of Auguſtine, tells us, that the 


to (till tt 


i of ranffWod father going to teach the People of a certain town 
See MK a guide with him, to ſhew him the way; the guide, 
hers anWltook the uſual road, and ignorantly fell into a by-path 
es 6. 198 which means he eſcaped ruin by the hands of the blaody 


de live fi, who knowing his intention, way-led him to 


s at mil him in the road. | 
ing And, as memorable and wonderful are thoſe rubs and 
their Meerfions wicked-men have met with in the way of per- 
ave berating the evils conceived and intended in their own 

ſo ro Merts: Zaban and Eſau came againſt Jacob with miſchie- 
ſpider s purpoſes; but no ſooner are they come nigh him, 
ill hide the ſhackles of reſtraint are immediately clapt upon 


y ho rofſem both, ſo that their hands cannot pertorm their ente- 


hen ſhazcs. Balaam runs greedily for reward to curſe Ijrael, 
y iodg mr. meets with an unexpected check at his very out-ſer ; 
d him cho” chat ſtopt him nor, bur he eſſay'd every way to do 
multi hem miſchief, yet he ſtill finds himſelf fettered by an ef- 
byious{Wtial bond of reffraint, that he can noway ſhake off, 
1d can . 22. 25, 38. Saul, the high prieſt's blood-hound, 
ver=rulWeathes out threatnings againſt the church, and goes wich 


2 ody commiſſion towards Damaſcus, to hale the pο . 
k of Chriſt to the ſlaughter ; bur, when he comes nigh” 
place, he meets an unexpected ſtop in the way, by 
ich the mitchict is nor only diverted, but hinges 


ent me 
t filly 5 
Its got 

- Fs 


ye 
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Divine conduct: Or, © 
verted to Chriſt, Ant 9. 2, 3, 4. Who can but ice the 
finger of God in theſe things ? | 


ii Demand.) If there be not an over-ruling providenecef 4 
| rearing all things for the good of God's people, How come nt. 
to paſs, that the good aud evil, which is done to them in thing... 


 * world, is accordingly repaid into the boſoms of them that are in. N hi 
— firumental therein? © | ys. 

. 1. How clear is it to every man's obſervation, thai 7 
the kindneſſes and benefits that any have done to theW;,n 
Lord's people, have been rewarded with full meaſure in- Me c 

do their bofoms? The Egyptian midwives retafed to obe) ith 
Pharaoh's inhuman command, and ſaved the male children; et 

of Jfel; for this the Lord dealt well with them, andW,1& 


| built them houſes, Exod. 1. 12. The Sbanamite was hoſ. 
pitable, and careful for Eliſha, and God regompenſed ith 
with the defirable enjoyment of a ſon, 2 Kings 4. 9, 17. 
Rabas hid the ſpies and was exempted from the common 
+ deftruCtion for it, Heb. 11. 13. Publizs, the chief man of 
the iſland Melita, courteouſly received and lodged Pa“ af. 
ter his ſhipwreck: 'The Lord ſpeedily repaid him for 
that kindneſs, and healed his father, who lay ſick at cha 
time of a bloody-flux and fever, Al, 28. 7, 8 
234. In like manner, we find the evils done to God's peo- 
ple, have been repaid by a juſt retribution to their ef 
nemies. | / . ; | 
_  Pharach and the Egypriaar were cruel enemies to God 
Traci, and deſigned the ruin of their poor babes; and Go 
repaid it, in ſmiting all the firſt-born of Egypt in one. night 


vs 12. 29. | 
Human erected a gallows fifty cubits high for good Mor 
| aecai ; and God fo ordered it, that himſelt and his ten ſon 
were hanged on it. And indeed it was but meet, that ht 
mould eat the fruit of that tree which himſeit had plant 
eq, Eſther. 7. lo. © 3 
> Abithophel plots againſt David, and gives counſel, like at 
Oracle, how to procure his fall; and that very counſel 
linke a ſurcharged gun, recoils upon himſelf, and procure 
ruin: For ſeeing his good counſel rejected, (good po 
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ically, not morally, it was now caly for him to gue! 
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The Myſtery of Providenge. © 19 
* t the iſſue, and ſo at his on fa Sam. 19. 23. 
ice the Chr 1X. moſt inhumanly made t very canals of Pa- 
to ftream with deere, d ſoon after he died 
iſerably, his blood ſtreaming from all parts of his body. 
Stephen Gardiner, that burnt ſo many of God's dear ſer- 
nts to aſhes, was himſelt ſo ſcorched op by a terrible in- 
an mation, that his very tongue was black and hung out 
his mouth, and in dreadful torment ended his wretched 


Fd 


videncek 
come, 5 
2 in thi 
rare in. 


_ | 

n, thatY ALICE that crue] emperour, who ſet forth his pro- * 

to theWamation engraven in braſs, for the utter aboliſhing of _ 
ſure in- e Chriſtian religion, was ſpeedily ſinitten, like Herod, - 
to obeyWich a dreadful judgment ; 8 ot lice prey ing upon 


children, entrails, and cauſing ſuch g. ſtench, that his phy ſicians 


m, andſpuld not endure to come nigh him, and, for refuſing it, 
as hof. ere flain. Hundreds of like inflances might eaſily be 
enſed iii oduced, to confirm this obſervation. And who can but 

9, Ie by theſe things, that werily there is a God that judgeth in 
ommoni. .ar:h. | | 'S 
man oi Yea, ſo exact have been the retributions of providence to 
Ca + je enemies of the church, that not only the ſame perſons, 
11m fo 


t the ſame members that have been the inſtruments of 
jiſchief, have been made the ſubjects of wrath, - * 
The ſame arm which Jereboam ſtretched out to ſmite te 
ohpet, God ſmites. The emperor Aurelian, when he was 
ady to ſubſcribe the edict for the perſecution of the 
iriftians, was ſuddenly crampt in his knuckles, that he 
ald not write. 
Mr. Greenhill in his expoſition upon Exel. 11. 13. tells 
is auditory, that there was one then preſent in the con- 
egation, who was an eye witneſs of a woman ſoffing 
another for pmity and holy walking, who had he 
ngue ftricken immediately with the palſey, and died 
ercof within two days. | & 


at that 


J's 

thelr e. | 
o God 
nd Go 
e night 


od Mor 
en ſon 


that he 


plan Hexery II. of France, in a great rage againſt a proteſtant 

25 dunſellor, committed him to the hands of one of his 
like avWbles to de impriſoned, and with theſe words, That be 
ounſe ſee hum burned with kis own eyes ; But mark the righ- 
rocur Sous providence of God, within afew daysþfter, the ſame, 


50d poßpbleman, with a launce put into his hands by the king 
o gud at a rilting-march run the ſaid launce into ane of his © 
+ es. whercot be died, ee. : I 
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mea ſure jou mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again. 


om. If any hall yer fay, Zheſe rhings moy fall out 
aaa; That many thouſands of the chureh's. enemies have aiedly 


in peace, and their end been like other men. 

niſned here, no providence would be believed; and if, e- 
© very ſin ſhould be puniſhed here, no judgment would be ex-. 

pected. But that none may think thoſe events to be me- 
rely caſual and accidental, we yet further demand. 


be Dank) IF the thing be mercy Sen . 


il 7 - © Solution: We anſwer wich Aiguſtine, if no fin were pu- 


particulars ? 


— 


We read, Amer 3. 3. Can two walk together except they bt þ 


” agreed? If two men travel in one road, it is like they are 


_— #grecd to go to the ſame place. Providences and ſcriptures} 
0 all one way; and, if they ſeem at any time to go diy 
Verſe or contrary ways, be ſure they will meet at the jour. 

2 5 end. There is an agreement berwixt them ſo to do. 

Do 


$9 th God miraculouſly. ſuſpend the power of natural 
cauſe, as in the firſt demand was opened? Why? this 1s 
ho. accidental thing, bur what harmonizeth with the word, 
"Ta 43.2 When thoa paſſeſi through the waters, I will be wit) 
_ Thee , and through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee ; I ben 
ton walleſt through the fire, thou jhalt not be burnt, neither” ſbal 
| Yhelame kindle pon thee, © r 
Do batural cauſes unite and aſſociate themſe lves for the 
good of God's people? Why, this is no more than What 
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And thus the ſcriptures are made good by providenee | 
 - wor diggeth a pit ſbal fall therein, and he that rolleth a ſione, it 
Pall return upon him, Prov. 26. 27. and Mat. 7. 2. With what 


is it that they ſquare and agree ſo exactly with the ſcripture in all 


„ , — * 
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inning; is contained in the promiſes, nd is bur the fulfilling of”. 
he that ſeripture, 1 Cor. 3. 22. Al is yours, for ye are Chriff's; 
and i. © the uſe, benefit and-ſervice of all the creatures is for 
5 made vou, as your need ſhall require. 2 
doom to Are ihe moſt apt and powerful means employed far 
ed up heir ruin fruſtrated? Who can but ſee the ſcriptures ful- 
Vehtin.l Hed in, and expounded by, ſuch providences? See J/a; 
ow bel 4. 15. 16, 17+ and 8. 8, 9, to. expounded by 2 King 18, 
rol See 750 at any time a rub of providence diverting the 
dence Moorſe of good men from falling into evil, or wicked men 
ſione From committing evil? How loudly do ſuch providences 
2% what roclaim the truth and certainty of the ſcriptures, which 
ell us, Jar the way of man is not in himſelf, neither is it in 
fal e that walks to dirch his fleps. Jer. 10 23, and that in 
ve ale r 16 9. A man's heart deviſeth his way, but the Lord di- 
ech his ſteps? | 2 
ere pu. Do you ſee adequate retributions made to thoſe that in- 
+ if e ee or befriend the people of God? Why, when you ſee 
be er che kindnels and love they have ſhown the ſainis, re- 
be x cM" <0 with an overplus into their boſoms; How is it poſs 
£ 2 ble, but you muſt ſee the accompliſhment of theſe icrips * 
ures in ſuch providences? % 32. 8. 2 Cor. 9 6 The H 
, Hou el foul de uiſetj tberal things, and by liberal things he ſhall © 
re 11 a And when you ſee the evils mea have done, or intends 
ö) to do to the Lord's people, recotling upon themſelves. 
Ac Wc is pertectly blind, hue wo he ace ſuch — 
* * idences. bear with theſe ſcriptures, Pſal. 140 11, 12. 
| po did ſal. 5-14, 15, 16 Pſat 9. 16. a pO 
e dur. O whar exact proportions do providences and ſcrip 
\ 16 does bold! little do men take notice of it. Why did 
natural, contrary to all rules of ſtate and policy, freely dife - 
chis isis the captives, but to fulfill that ſcripture, Iſa. 45. 13. 
verd. that it was well obſerved by one, That as God hath 
1 0 retched out the exparſum or firmament over the natura, 
: +6 he hath ſtretched out his word over the rational world.” 
hey "0 | nd as the creatures on earth are influenced by thoſe hea- 
'-  Wnly bodies, fo are all creatures in the world influencs 
re by: the word, and do intallibly tulfil it, when they de- 
n. CCC 
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to Hag 


mity, all ſupplies failing, was exceedingly plunged into 


mould come; when to! in the nick of lime, turning ſome 


© which ſupplicdbcr preſent wants, til God opened another door 


| : Divine, Conduct: Or, 


Seventh Demand. ) If theſe things be contingent, "How is 


it that they fall out in ſuch remarkable nicks and junctures of 


time, which makes them ſo greatly obſervableto all that canjider chemꝰ 


We tind a multitude of providences ſo timed to a mi- 
nate, that had they fallen out never ſo little ſoone ror la er, 
they had ſignified but little hat now they do Certainly, | 


it cannot be caſualty, but Tounſel, that ſo exactiy nicks, 


me opportunity. Contingencies keep to no rules, 


How remarkable to this purpoſe, was the tidings 


1 Sam. 23. 
The an 
fice, j 


—So when Haman's plot againſt 


folem, Ita 31 7. 8. 


tmc Jews was ripe, and all things, ready for execution; 
o, that night could not the king ſeep, Eſth 6 1, | 
When he borns are ready to gore Juaah, immediately 


Carpenters are prepared to fray them away, Zach. 1 18. 19, 


brought to Sayl, that the Phili/iines had invaded the land ? | 

27, juſt as he was ready to graſp the prey — | 
calls ro rabam, and ſhews him another ſacri- 
when hi hand was giving the fatal ſtroake, to 
Jaa, Gen. 22 10, 11.——A well of water is diicovercd | 
ar juſt when ſhe had left the child, as not able to 
ſiee his death, Gen. 21. 16, 19, ——Rabſhakeh meets with iſ 
' a-blaſting providence, hears a rumour that fruftrared his 
+ deſign; juſt when ready to give the ſhock againti Jeru- 


83 . 


ab, 21. How remarkable was the rciict ot Rochel, by a 
Moal of fiſh that came into t he karbowr, when they were 


Mr Dod could not go to 


meets him at his door, with an halter in his pocket, 
ing to bang himſelf.— Dr Tate and his wife, in 


2 pe J rebellion, dying thro* the woods with a ſucking- | 


chiia, which was juſt ready to expire; the mother going 
to reſt it upon a rock, puts her hand upon a bottle of warm 
milk, by which ir was preſerved. A good woman (from 
whoſe mot ch I re eived it) being driven to a great extre- 


unbe icving doubts. and tears, not ſecipg whence ſupglies 
things in a cheſt, unerpectedly lights upon a piece of gald, 


1 


ready to periſh wich famine; ſuch as they never obſerved if 
- before, nor after that time. 
bed one night, but had a ſtrong impulic to viſit (tho un- 
. a neighbour gentleman, and juſt as ne came, 


"How is 
Twres of 
r them? 
| 4 mi- 
vr la er, 
rtainly, 
y nicks, 


tidings | 
e land? 
r ſacri- 
ake, to 
:overcd 8 | 
38-44i:hophel ſhall go and hang himſelf, juſt upon that prayer 
Pot diſtreſſed David 2 Sam 15 
ted his N 
tt Jeru- 


able to 
is with 


againſt 


curion ; 
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18. 19, 


, by a 


were 


bierved 


t yo to 
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10” un- 
> Came, | 


pocket, f 


ite, in 


icking- 
going 
f warm 
1 (from 
extre- 
into 
upgices 
g fome 
f gold, 
er door 


gecai and Eſther, Eſth. 4. 16. ——Our own Speed, in his hi- 


into priſon, and prayer was made ior him by the church, 


"_ 3 


df tupply. 'Tf theſe 1 fali%oyr caſually, How is it f 
hey obſerve the very nick of time fo exactly ? as that ĩ 
become proverbial in ſcriprure, Cen 22. 14. In the u 

if the Lord ii ſhall be ſcen. | ny: 


Eighth Demand.) Laſtly, Were theſe t hings caſual and con». | 
ingent, How can it be, that they ſhould fall out ſo immediately xs 
on, and cemſamantſy to the prayers of the ſaints ? So that in many 
Providences, they are able to diſcern 4 very altar anſwer to their. 
prayers, and are fure they have the petitions they asked of him 
1 John 5. 15. | NN 
— * the ſea divided itſelf, juſt upon 1/-aels cry to 
eaven, Exed. 14 10. When ſo ſignal a victory is given 
> Aa, immediately upon that pathetical cry to heaven, 
Help us, O Lord our God 2 Chron. 14 11, 12.-— Wha 


e Myſtery of Providence. - 


13.—— When Hamas ſhall 
all and his plot be broken, juſt upon the faſt kept by At - 


ſtoyy of Britain, tells us, that Richard I. beſieged a caſtle 
with his army; they offered to ſurrender, if he would 

fave their lives ; he refuſes, and threatens to hang them 
all : Upon this an Abalaſler charged his bow with a ſquare -1 
arrow, making firſt his prayer to God, that he would di- 
rect the ſhot, and deliver the innocent, from oppreſſion ; © 
it tuck the king himſelf, whereof he died, and they were 
delivered. Abraham's ſervant prayed for ſucceſs; and 
ſee how it was anſwered, Gen 24. 45.—— Peter was caſt 


and fee the event, Alt, 12. 5, 6; 7, 12. I could ecaftty 
add to theſe, the wonderful examples of the return of 
prayers which was obſcrved by Luther, and Dr. Winer in 
treland, and many more; but I judge it needleſs, becauſe 
mot} chriſtians have a ſtock of experiences of their own, 
and are well aſſured, that many of the providences that be» 
ſal them, are, and can be, no other than the return of 
their prayers: p 

And now, who can be diſſatisfied in this point, that 
wiſely conſiders theſe things? Muſt we not conclude as it 
ia, Job 36. 7 He witharaweth not his eye from the righteous: 
And ang 2 Chren. 16. 9. The ges of the Lard rum to aud fre 
3 A | - FL : 0 re 
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bs 4m p TY a; 
Fra ut 


„, 
we the whole erb ig ſbew - himſelf ftrong in the behalf of 
chen whoſc heart is perfetÞ towards him: His providenges pro- 
=_ calm him r be A God hearing prayers. © # 
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r MAC ' As « 2 b 
\ H VING proved, That the concernments of the 
i faints in this world are certainly conducted by the 
 widdom and care of ſpecial providence; my next work is | 
do ſhew you, In what affairs aud concerns of theirs, the provi- 
Were of God deth more eſpecially appear; or what are the moſt re- 
_ markable performances of providence for them in this world. 
And here I am not led directly by my text, to ſpeak ot 
de meſt internal ard ſpiritual performances of providence, | 
immediately relating to the ſouls of his people, tho' they 
= all rclare to their fouls mediately and eventually; but of 
the more viſible and external performances of providence | 
for them; and it is not to be ſuppoſed, I ſhould touch all | 
+ theſe neither; they are more than the ſands. - But that 
which I aim ar, is to diſcourſe to you of ſome more ſpeci- 
land more obſervable performances of providence for you. | 
ad we ſhall begin at the beginning. | 
_—_——_ The firſt Performance of Providence. 


oO — 
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ode, Let us conſider, how well providence hath | 
performed the firſt work that ever it did for us, in our for- 
ion and protection in the womb. Certainly, this is a 
very glorious and admirable performance; it is that the 
—_ Plaimilt admires, Pſal 139. 15. My ſubſlance war not hid 
ebe, when I was made in ſecret, and curiouſly wrought in 
ue lower parts of the earth. The womb is ſo called upon 
As account, becauſe, as curious artiſts, when they have 
ee choice piece in hand, perfect it in private, and then 
bridg it into the-light for all to gaze at; fo it was herd. 
And there are two things admirable in this performrnce 
of providence for us. EST 
I. The rare ſtructure and excellent compoſttioꝶ of the 
body ; 1 am wonaerfully made ; that word Ruchan pti is 
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* 


' e. richly embroidered with nerves and vains Oh the 


ination of it! Providence, when it went about this work, 


oulded every part, as it is, ver. 16. Jn thy book were all 
y members written. Haſt thou an integral perfection and 
ne ſs of members? It is becauſe he wrote them all in his 
book, or limned out thy body, according to that exact 
;odel which he drew cf thee in his own gracious purpoſe, 


dot, been gs in the platform, thou hadft now been 
aly ſenſible of t 


oughts of his mercy, ask the blind, the deaf, the Ja 


it that Won "thy very body. Thou mightft have been caſt into a- 


ſpeci- 
r u. Nhe council of Confance, and by the way they heard a man 


ame to him, they found him intently viewing an ugly 
em, his heart was melted with 


em cries out ; well, ſaid the Father, urgent inaotti. &. 
diem celum, the unlearned will rife and take heaven; and 


. Salen gave Epicwus an hundred years time to imagine 


any one member of the human body. And if all th 


mrace e body of man into a more curious mould 


of the lich ing the casket wherein the rare je el lies. Provis. 
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ry full. The vulgar renders it paized at with a neelle + 


ious workmanſhip that is in one part, the eye! How 
ath it forced ſome to acknowledge a God upon the exa- 


ad its model or pattern before it, according to which it. 


eefore thou hadſt a being: Had an eye, an ear, a hand, 4 


e defect: This world had been a dun- 

eon to thee, without thoſe windows; thou hadſt lived 36 4 
any do, an object of pity to others, If thon have laws =! 
Ina the dumb, the value and worth of thoſe mercies, and 
ey will tell thee; There is a world of coſt beſtowed u- 


other mould, ard created a worm or a toad. I remems. * 
r Luther tells us of two cardinals riding in great pomp to, 


dad; and asking him, why he wept fo bitterly, he- told 

| His conſideration, that 
od had not made h im ſuch a loathſe me and deforgedereat- 7 
re, hog eft quod amare Aab, nid he 1 whereupon one ot 


more commodious ſituatian, configuration, or compoſi * | 


2. And yer all rhis is but the enar-elling of the caſe, ot 


ence Bath not only built che houſe, but brought the in- 
2 a ons, 94. * 24 broug habitaunjt 


4 
* 
A 


the fields bitterly weeping and wailing : When they A 


e, With our learning, ſhall be caſt inro hell. No part ; 
f the common lump was ſo figured and poliſhed as mag 
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gels had ſtudied to this day, they could not haye caſt 
558 | 
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= 26 Di conduct: Or, SY el 
= babicant (I mean the ſoul) into the poſſeſſion of it. A glo- 
rious piece it is, that bears the very image of God upon it, 
being all in all, and all in every part! How noble are its 
faculties and aſtections! How nimble, various, and indefa- 
tigable are irs motions! How comprehenſive is its capa- 
city! Ir is a companion for angels, nay, capable of eſpouſ- 
als to Chriſt, anÞeternal communion with God? It's the 
wonder of the earth, and the envy of hell. . 
| Suppoſe now {and why ſhould you not ſuppoſe, what 
vou to frequently behold in che world?) that providence | 
= had lo permitted and ordered it, that thy ſoul had entered 
into thy body with one or two of its faculties wounded | 
and defective: Suppoſe its underftanding had been crack; fl 
what a miſerable life hadſt thou lived in this world? Nei- 
ther capable of ſervice nor comfort And truly, when If 
doc conſidered thoſe two works of provideice, in bring- 
ee into the world in all. countries and ages ſome ſuch f 
= IpeRtacies of pity ; ſome deprived of the uſe of reaſon, þ 
aud differing from beaſts in little more than ſhape and fi. 
gure; and others, tho* ſound in their underftandings, yet 
dieformed or defective in their bodies, monſtrous, miſhap- 
en and loathſome creatures; I can reſolve the deſign off 
this providence into nothing beſide a demonſtration of his 
F ſovereign power; except they be deſigned as foils, to ſet 
of the beauty of other rare and exquiſite pieces, and in- 
E tended. to ſtand before your eyes, as monitors of God's 
mercy to you, that your hearts (as oft as you behold them) 
might be melted into thankfulne(s for ſuch diſtinguiſhing 
favour to _ * 3 | 
Look then (but not proudly) upon thy outfide and in- 
- fide; ſee and admire what providence hath done for thee, ft 
= and how well it hath performed the firſt ſervice that ever 
It did for thee in this world And yet, this was not all 
it did for thee: Before thou ſaweft this world, it preſer- 
ved thee, as well as formed thee in the womb; elſe thou 
badſt beenas thoſe embryo“ Job ipeaks of, Job 3. 11,12 that 
never ſew the light Abortives go for nothing in the world; 
nnd there are multitudes of them; ſome that never had a 
reaſonable ſoul breathed into them, but only the rudim - 
ents and rough draught gf a body; theſe come not ini the 
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A glo- at die in, or, ſhortly after they come out of the womb; _ 
vn it, Id tho' their life was but for a moment, yer that moment 
ade rails an eternity upon them; And had this been your 
indeta- 


iſe, as it is the caſe of mil ions, then (ſuppoſing your 

al vation) yet had you been utter ly unſerviceable to God in 
e world: None had been the better for you, nor you the 
cter of any in the world: You had been utterly uncap- 
ble of all that good, which throughou. your life, 

„ what ou have tither done to others, or received from others. 
vidence BF And if we conſider the nature of that obſcure life we 
entered ¶ ved in the womb; how ſmall an accident (had ir been 
ounded ¶Mermitted by providence) had extinguiſhed our lite, likc a 
crackt; Wird in the ſhelly We cannot therefore bur admire the 
Nei. BW nder care of providence over us, and ſay with the pialmiſty 


s capa- 
e ſpouſ- 
It's the 


hen If ſal 139. 13. Thou haſt covered me in my mother's womb ; and 
bring- Wor only ſo, but as it is, Pſal. 22 9.'Thow art he, that g 
pe ſuch We our of my mothers womb He preſerved thee there to, the * 
reaſon, Ineſs of time, and, when that time was come, brought 


and fi · Nhice ſafely, thro* mani old hazards, into that place in the 


B yet orld which he from eternity eſpied for thee. Which 
Fra, gde us ro the ſecond performance. 

ghee | The ſecond Performance of Providence... 2 
* I 
and in- 3 


The ſecond great performance of providewe, for the people of God, 
lefpefts the place and time in which it ordered their nativity te 
«&/ And truly, this i» no {mall concernment to every one 
eus, but of vaſt cenſequence, either to our good or evil, 

o* it be little minded by moſt men. I am perſwaded, 
he thoughts of few Chriſtians penetrate deep enough ine 


God's 
them) 
uiſhing 


and in 


r thee BE. this providence, but flide too ſlightly and ſuperficially . 3 
an CV ver an abyſs of much mercy, rich and manifold mercy, 28 


ll 
1 
N 

= 


rapt up in this gracious performance of providence 
m 


Ah friends! Can you think it an indifferent thingy ing. 
hat part of the world the womb of nature had caſt 1 
t ls there no odds. upon what ſpot of he creation, ar 
what age of the world, your lot had fallen ? It may Be 
du have not . ſeriouſly berhought yourfelves about t A 
ater.” And, becauſe this point is ſo (cldom touched, I. 
ill theteforc dive a little more particularly and a 


— 
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| "ly into it, and endeavour to warm your affections with 2 

c _ - repreſentation of the many rich benefits you owe to thi, 

one performance of providence for yon. _ N 
And we will conſider it under a double reſpect or rela- 
; 


tion, as it reſpe&@s your preſent comfort in this world, and 
as it relates to your eternal happineſs in the world to come, 
1. This performance of providence for you doth very * 
much concern your preſent comfort in this world. All 
the rooms in this great houſe are not alike pleafant and; 
commodious for the inhabitants of it. You read, Pal, op 
14. 20. of the dark places of the earth, which are full of the 
_. FPobitations of cruelty: And many ſuch diſmal places are 
W found in the habicable carth. What a vaſt tract of the 
world lies as a waſte wilderneſs? | | | 
- ©* Suppoſe your mothers had brought you forth in Amer e b 
a, among the ſavage ſudi ant, who herd together as brure ¶ovi 
= beaſts; are ſcorched. with heat, and ſtarved with cold, 
being naked, deſtitute and defenceleſs. How poor, mi- 
ferable and unprovided of earthly eomforts and accomma- 
dations are many millions ot the inhabitants of his world! 
What mercies do you enjoy in reſpect of the amenity, 
fertility, temperature and civility of the place of your ha- 
bitation? What is it but 3 garden incloſed out ↄf a wild- 
erneſs? I may, Without partiality or vaniry. ſay, God hath 
=__ ' (cycn upp 7 8e accounts) provided you with one of 
* healthfulleſt, pleaſanteſt, and in all reſpects, the beit WF 
E  farniſhed rooms in all the great houſe. of this world. 
| Hear what our own Chronicler ſaith of it, I 7s the fortunate i 
ham the parasiſe of pleaſure. the garden of God; whoſe vairys 
are like Eden. whoſe hills are as Lebanon, whoſe ſprings are as 
Piſgah. whoſe rivers are as Jordan, whoſe wall is the Ocean, 
u whoſe defence is the LORD JEnovan. th 
ou are here provided with neceſſary and comfortable 
= accommodatians for your bodies, that a great part of the 
8 gore are unacquainted with. + It is not with the pooreſt 
wong us, as it is ſaid ro be with the poor Raſſiant whoſe 
E-—-poye rty pinches and bites with ſuch ſharp tecth, that their 
© poor cry at the doors, Give me & cut me, give me e kill me 


f 
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2 ) nich i mig be 
you think enough to ſalve all other inconyenienames 
Alas poor creatures better had it becu ſo them 
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their Country kad brought forth-briers and thorns, in- 
2ad of gold, ſilves, and precious ſtones; for this hath 
en the occaſion of ruining all their other comforts in 


s with 2 
do thi, 


frm is world: This hath invited their cruel avaricious e- 
3 Come mies among them, under whoſe ſervitude we ng and: 
h ver BE without mercy ; and thouſands of them have choſen. _ 
>) All ath rather than life, on the terms they enjoyed ir. And 
int andi might not your lot have fallen there as well as where 


is! Are they not made of the ſame clay, and endowed 
ith as good a nature as yourſelves O what a diſtinction 
ith divine mercy made, where nature made none! Con- 
der urgrateful man, thou mighteſt have fallen into ſome 
thoſe regions, where a tainted air frequently cloys the; 
Ine; bf death; where the inhabitants differ very little from 
«bruce e beaſts in the manner of their living: But God hann 
F r 2? ovided for thee, and given the pooreſt among us far betre® ©, 
1 5 0 ; 1g of 1 among 2 are 
, mar! | : WU wAnat hath provi one 

ommo- n * provided wit pr dence don? 


world (.) Bur alt that I bay® faid is very inconſiderable, id, 


4, Pfal. 
Jef the 
Ces are 


of the 


8 mpariſon with the ſpiritual mercies, and advantages 
ild- a here enjoy for your ſouls. Oh, this is ſuch an advan» 
d hach {5-225 caſt of providence: for you, as obliges you- to a 


ankful acknowledgement of it to all eternity ! For let 
s here make a few ſuppoſitions in the caſe before us, and: 
ie glory of providence will ſhine like a ſun- beam full iu 
W. | | ded 
(1 ) Suppoſe it had been your lot, to- have fallen in 
y of thoſe vaſt continents poſſeſſed by pagant and heath 
this day, who bow down to the ftock of a tree, and: 
orſhip the hoſt of heaven. This is the caſe of mill ions, 
d, millions of millions: For pagan idolaters (as that 
arhing ſcholar - Mr. Brierwood inf rms us) do not only 5 5 
ill the circumference of nine hundred atics i Cre, buſts 2 
tmoſt the one half of Africa, more than the half of ſtdg” > 
nd almoſt the whole of America 3 -' 50 
Oh how deplorable had thy caſe been, if u pagan i, 
erreſt had brought thee forth, and idolatry had been ſuck c 
in Wi thy mother's milk! then in all probability, has 
hae been at this day worſhipping dev/ls,, and potting 
Wie e peed in che direct road to damnation; for tbeſè 
. * 5 * p 2 are 
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one of 
ie beſt 
world. 
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are as 
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table 
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encies 


- Fans, who, next to pagans, ſpread over the greateſt tract 
of the earth: For tho' Arabia bred that unclean bird, yet 


die Condu®#: Or, 
are the people df God's wrath, Jer. 10. 15. Por ont thy 


fary upon the heathen that know thee nor, aad upon the families 


that call not upon thy name, How dreadful is that impreca- 
tion againſt them Pſal. 97. 7. which takes hold of them 


and all that's theirs, Confounded be all they that ſerve grauen 
imagers, that boaſt themſelves of idols ! 


(2.) Or ſuppoſe your lot to have fallen among Mahome- 


it was not that cage that could long contain him; for not 


bnly the Arabians, but the Perſians, Turks, and Tartars, do all 
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bow down their backs under that grand impoſtor. This 
poiſon hath diſperſed itſelf thro* the veins of Aa, over a 
eat part of Ffrick, even the circumference of ſeven thou- 
d miles, and ſtops not there, but hath tainted a conſi - 


' © derable part of Europe alſo. 


Had your lot fallen here, O what unhappy men and 


women had you been netwirhſtanding the natural amen- 
Ky and pleafantneſs of your native foil ! You had then ad- 


 orcd a grand impoſior, and died in a too}'s paradife. Inſtead 


1 * 
* 
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pot of the earth which is chriftianized by profeſſion, but 
nevertheless, forthe moſt part, over-run by popiſb inolatry, 
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of God's lively oracles, you had been (as they are now) 


deceived to your eternal ruin, with ſuch fond, mad and 


o 


ſober anſwers. 


had been emptied by the womb of nature into this little 


and ant iclriſtian deluſions; what unhappy men and women 


ad you 
people are to be the ſubjects of the wials of God's wrath 


to be poured: out ſucceſſively upon them, as you may od. 
lan- 


Rev. 16. And the ſcriptures, in round and plain 


mt the truth, but kad pleaſure in wrighteouſueſs. 


Nay, you might have fallen into the Tame an in which | 


E pd habitation now is, and yet have that no advantage by 


as lo ſalvation, if he had choſe the bounds of your habie 
; tations, had not alſo-gracioufly determined the times for | 


wild dreams, as whoſo conſiders, would think the authors 
had more need of manacles and fetcers, than arguments or 


0e, if neither of theſe had been your lot, hut you 


been, had you ſuck'd a popiſh breaft ! For this 


ape, tell us, what their, fate muſt be; 2 Theſf a. 11, 12. 
| And for this cauſe God ſhall ſend thou ſtrong delufions, that they 
awd believe a lie, that they all might be damned who believed 


caldro 
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(4.) Suppoſe your lot had fallen where it is, during the 
pagan ſtate of England, who, for many hundred years, were 
groſs and vile idolaters. Thick darkneſs overſpread the 
people of the ifland, and, as in other countries, the devil 
was worſhipped, and his ly ing oracles zealouſly attended 


pe ſhaking of the top of Jupiter's oak in Dodima, the 
caldron ſmitren u ĩth the rod in the hand of Jupiter's image, 
the laurel and fountain in Daphne , theſe were the ordin- 
ances on which the poor deluded wretches waited, So in 
this nation they worſhipped idols alſo ; the fun and moon 
were adored for gods; with many other abominable idols, 
which our anceſtors worſhipped, and 'whoſe memorials are 
not to this day quite obliterated among us. 2 4s 
(5.) Or, ſuppoſe our lot had fallen in thoſe latter mi- 
ſerable days, in which queen Mary ſent ſo many hundreds 
to heaven in a fiery chariot, and the poor proteſtants 
skulked up and down in holes and woods, to preſerve 
them from pepiſb inquifitors, who like blood-hounds hunt- 
ed up and down thro? all the cities, towns and villages ot 
the nation, to ſeek out the ſheep of Chriſt for a prey. 
But ſuch hath the ſpecial.care of providence towards us 
been, that our turn to be brought upon the ſtage of this 
world was graciouſly reſerved for better days; ſo that, if 
we had had our own option, we could not have choſen for 
ourſelves as providence hath. ' We are not only furniſhed - 
with the beſt roam in this great houſe, but, before we were; 
put. into it, it was ſwept with the beſom of national tefar-. » * 
mation from idolatry ; Yea, and waſhed by the blood o. 
martyrs from popiſh filthineſs; and adorned with goſpel | - 7 
lights, ſhining in as great a luſtre in our days as ever they, } 
did fince tho apoſtles days. You might have been born in 
England for many ages, and not have found a Chriſtian ian 
it; yea, and fince. Chriſtianity was here owned, and not 
have met a proteſtant in it. Oh ! what an obligation ham nM 
providetice laid you under, by ſuch a mercitul performance. >: 
ag this tor you! | rr hy 76-56 IM 
ObjefFion, If you ſay, Al this indeed is true; but what it" 
% i eternal Salvation} Do not multitudes that enjoy pri u iger 
eternach periſh nat wit hfiamading then; yea, and 4 with an age" 
mee f fin ana} miſery beyond ler Ie, 


* % \ : 
«7% | 

. 1 * 
Solution 


B 


+ 
"A 


1 


they do ſo; and it is of very ſad con- 
ſideration that it ſhould be ſo: But yet we cannot deny 
this to be a very choice and fingiylar mercy, to be born in 
ſuch a land, and at ſuch a time. For let us conſider what 


helps for ſalvation men here enjoy, beyond what: they 


. 69%). 
it hath of 


could enjoy, had their lot fallen according to the fore- 


mentioned ſuppoſitions © | 

4/1.) Here we enjoy the ordinary meansof ſalvation, which, 
elſe where men are denied & cut off trom., ſo thatzifany among 
the heathens be faved. and brought to Chriſt, it muſt be in 


ſome miraculous or extraordinary way: For How ſhall they be- 


:  lieve in him of whom they never heard, and. how ſhall they hear 


without a preacher } Rom. 10. 14. Alas! were there a defire 


awakened in any ot their hearts after a goſpel- diſcovery of 


ſalvation (which ordinarily is not, nor can be, rationally 


7 e yet, poor creatures, they might travel from ſea 
co lea 


to hear the word, and not find it: Whereas you 


can hardly miſs the opportunities of hearing the goſpel; 
fjermons meet ag frequently ;.- ſo that you can 1carcely 
mum or avoid t 


e ordinances and inſtruments of your: ſal- 
vation. And is this nothing? Chriſt even forces himſelf 


upon us! 


(2.) Here, in this age of the world, the common pre- 
inſt Chriſtianity are removed by the advantage 
publick profeſſion among the people, and pro- 
tection by the laws of the country: Whereas, were your 


. babitation D Jewe, Aa ſvnnetans, or heathen ido(aters, you 


duld find Chriſt and Chriſtianity the common odium of 
e country; every one defying and: deriding both name 
and thing, and ſuch yourſelves likely had been, if your 
birth and ęducation had been among x Jr For yoy-may 
obſerve, that what ever is traditionally delivered down 
from father to ſon, every one is tond,cf, and zealous in its 
defence. The Jews, Heathens and Mahomeans are at this 


F day, fo tenacious ot their errors, that with ſpitting, bifing, 
and elapping of hands, and ali other. ſigns of indignation 
and abhorrence, they chaſe away all others from among. 
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it not then a ſpecial mercy to yon to be caſt inte ſuch 
country and 
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zountry and age, where (as Mr. Hintz obſerventnghe: - 
e religion hath the ſame advantages aver cer fle e 
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; The Myſtery of Provence : = 
as in other countries they have over it? Here you have the 
eee. of precious means, and the abſence of ſoul de- 
roying prejudices; ty ſignal mercies. DIST Z 
67.) ere: -n this age Fay world, Chriſtianity. be- 
ſpeaks you aſſoon as you. arc capable of any ſenſe, or impreſ- 
frons of religion upon you; and fo by an happy anticipa- 
tion, blocks up the paſſages, by which a faiſe religion 
would ele certainly enter. Here you ſuck in the firſt - - 
notions and principles of Chriſtianity, even with the mo- 
ther's milk; and certainly, ſuch a prepoſſeſſion is a choice 
advantage, uo ſemel eſt imbuta, recens ſeryabit odorem tejta 
diu. Train up a child in the way ke ſbould go, and when he is old 
he will not depart from it, Prov. 22.6 Wy Bs 
(a.) Here you have, or may have, the help 1 Kg 
ance ot Chriſtians to direct your way, reſolve y our doubts, 
ſupport your burdens, and help you thro” thoſe difficulties , 
that attend the new birth Alas! if a | 53 
beginnings, or faint workings and ſt irrings after Chriſt and 
true religion, in many other coun tries, the hand of every 
man would preſently be againſt him, and none would be 
found ta relieve, «ht and encourage, as you may ſee in 
in that example of Galzacizs ; the neareſt relations would, 
in that caſe, prove the greateſt enemies, che country quick 
Iy hoot at him as a monſter, and cry, away with the he- 
Whether theſe eventually prove bleſſings to your foals : 
or no, certain Lam, that in themſelves they are ſingular 


mercies, and helps to ſalvation, that are denied to miſlious 


beſides you. So that, if Plato, whenhe was near his death, 


could bleſs God for three things, wiz. That he Wars 4 


man, and not a beaſt; that he was burn in Greece; and 

brought up in che time of Socrates; Much more cauſt have 
you to admire 8 that you are men and 207 bealts; w 
that you were born in England, and brought; up in goipels 


days here. nis is a land the Lord harh efpied for you: 3 


"as the *Expreſhon i, Ezek. 20.6. and concerning it you 
have abandant can'e to fay, as in another Gaſt e plalmilk 
dug, Pſal. 15, 6. The lines are falen to me in pleaſaut placesy 
a ebe e goodly heritage. 5 TIE ws 
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Divine Condutt : Or, 
The third Performance of Providence. 


The next obſervable performdhce af providence, which 
muſt be heedfully adverted to and weighed, 7s the deſigns 


oral and eternal good: For whether the families, in which 
we grew up, were great or ſmall in Iſrael, whether our 
parents were of the higher or lower claſs among men; 
yet if they were fuch as feared God, and wrought righ- 
teouſneſs, if they rook any care to educate you religioul- 
Iy, and train you up in the nurture and admonirion of the 
; e you are bound to reckon it among your chief mer- 
cies, that you fprung from the loins of ſuch parents; for 
from this ſpring a double ſtream of mercy riſes-ro you 
1, Temporal and external mercies ro your outward.man. 
ou cannot bur know, that as godlineſs entails a bleſling, 
' ſo wickedneſs and unrighteouſneſs a curſe, upon poſterity, 
An inftance of the former you have in Gen. 17. 18. 20. 
On the contrary, you have the threatning, Zech 5 4 and 
both together, Prov. 3-33 The curſe. of the Lord is inthe houſe of 
the wicked, but he blefſeth the habitation of the juſt. True it is, 
that both theſe imply the childrens treading in the ſteps 
of their parents, according to Exeł 18. but how frequent- 
ly is it ſeen, that wicked men breed their children vainly 
and wickedly: ſo that, a5 it ie ſaid of jam, 1 Kings 15. 
| 3. He walked in all the ſins of his father, which he had dune be- 
fore him; and ſo the curſe is entailed from generation to 
8 To eſcape this curſe, is a choice provi- 
dence | oy 8 
But eſpecially take notice, what a ſtream of ſpiritual 
dleſſings and mercics flows from this providence to the in- 
ner-man. O, it is no common mercy to deſcend from 
E pious parents! Some of us do not only owe our natural 
4 5 ite to them, as inſtruments of our beings, but our ſpiritual 
and eternal life alſo It was no ſmall, merey to Timothy, to 
de deſcended from ſuch progenitors, 2 Tim. I 5. nor to 
; Auguſtine, that he had ſuch a mother as Monica, wha plant. 
ed i his mind the preceprs of life with her words, Warex- 
ed them with her tears, and nouriſhed them with her ex- 
. IS 3 ; L By 3 8 * ample, 
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tion of the flock and familyout of which we ſhoxld ſpring and riſe. And 
truly, this is of ſpecial confideration, both as to our remp- 
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The Myſtery of | Providence 


os 
ample. We will 2 little more particularly inſpect this 


merey, and in ſo-doing, we: ſhall find manifold mercies 
contained in it. . | | 


(1) What a mercy was it to us, to have parents that _ 
prayed for us before they had us, as well as in our infancy, 


when we could not pray ourſelves? Thus did Abraham, 
Gen," 15.2 and Hannah, 1 Sam 1. 10, 11. and ſome here 
likely are the fruits and returns of their parents prayers. 


This was that holy courſe they continued all their days 


for you, carrying all your concerns, eſpecially you? etern- 
al ones, before the Lord with their own; and pourin 
out their ſouls to God ſo affectionately for you, when their 
eye · ſtrings and heart - ſtrings were breaking. Oh put a value 
upon ach mercies ; for they are precious It 1s a greater 
mercy, to deſcend from praying parents, than from the 
loins of nobles. See Job's pious practice, Job 1. 5. 


(2.) What a ſpecial mercy was it to us, to have the 


excreſcences of corruption nip'd in the bud by their pious 
and careful diſcipline ? We now underſtand what a cri- 
tical and dangerous ſeaſon youth is, the wonderful pro- 
cliviry of that age to every thing that is evil Why elſe 
are they called youthful luſts, 2 Nm 2. 22? When 
David asketh, Wherewith ſhall à young man cleanſe his way? 
Ic is plainly enough impiicd, in the very queſtion, that the 
way he takes lieth thro* the pollutions of the world in his 


youtn, Pſal 119 9. When you find a David praying, 


that God would not remember the ſims of his youth,” Pal. 25. 


7. and a Job bitterly complaining, that God made him to 


poſſeſs the ſins of his youth, Job 13 26.——Sure, you cannot 
but reflect, with a very thankful heart, upon thoſe happy 
means, by which the corruption of your nature was hap- 


pily prevented or reftrained in your youth 
(3.) And how i 


reat a mercy was it, that we had pa- 


rents, who carefully inſtilled the good knowledge of God 


into our ſouls in our tender years? How careful was 4. 2 
braham of this duty, Gen 18. 19, and David, 1 Chron. 28. 


9 We have. ſome of us had parents, who might ſay to 
us, as'the apoſtic, Gal: 4. 19. 
traum again in birth till Chriſi be formed in you. As they 
longed or us betarc they had u, and rejoiced in us when 
they had us; ſo thej.could not endure to think, that hen 
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they could have us no more, the devil ſhould. As they 
thought no pains, care or coſt, too much for our bodice 
to feed them, clothe and heal them; ſa did They think ne 
F *prayers, counſels or tears, too much for our "Touls; . thai 
they might be ſaved. They knewa parting. time +would 
come. be wixt them and us, and did ſtrive to make it as caſy 
and comfortable to them as they could, by leaving us in 
Chriſt, within the bleſſed bond of his covenant, They were 
not glad, that we had health, and indifterent whether w 
bad grace They as ſenſibly felt the miſeries of our ſouls, 
as of our bodies; and nothing was more deſirable to them, 
chan that they might ſay in that great day, Lord, here am 
I, and the children which thou has given me. 
{ (a) And was it not a ſpecial favour to us, to have pa 
rrents that went before Us as patterns of holineſs, and bei 
 - the path-to heaven for us by their examples? Who could 
ay to us, as Phil. 4. 9 What things ye have heard and ſeen in 
me, that do, and as 1 Cor. 11. 1 Be pe followers of us 'as we 
ee fclowers of Chriſt? The parents life is the child's copy. 
Di is no common mercy, to have a fair copy ſer before us, 
eſpeciall y in the moulding age; we ſaw what they did, as 
well as heard what they faid. It was Abraham's cum 
mendation, that he commanded his children and his houſ- 
Hold after him; to keep the way of the Lord, And ſuch 
mercies ſome of us have had alſo. _ | 
Ah! my friends, ler me beg you, that you will ſer ſpe- 
E - cial remarks upon this providence, which ſo graciouſly 
+ «wrought for you: And that your hearts may be more 
*throughly warmed in the ſenſe of it, compare your condition 
with others, and ſeriouſly bethink yourſelves _ 
.) How many childrem there be ampng us, that are 
- drawn headlong to hell by their cruel and ungodly. pa- 
". rents, who teach them to curſe and wear aſſoon as they 
can ſpeak? Many tamilies there are, wherein little othe 
language is heard, but what is the dialect of hell: Theſe 
like che old Tags and mall ſpray, are preparing ſor the 
ue Sac where they muſt burn together. Qt ſuch chil. 
deren, tin. 
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| The Myſtery of Proviulence „ 
fane, who yet breed up their children vaioly and ſenſual- 
their ſouls, ſo they can but provide for their bodies? If 


if the devil act their ſouls: If they can but leave them 


„ 


ly, as Job 21 11, Oc. take no care what becomes of _ 


lands or monies, they think they have very fully diſcharg. 


„were ed their duties. O what will the language be, wherewith 
er well ſuch parents and children ſhall greet each other at the 
ſouls Ml judgment-ſeat, and in hell for ever. „ 
them, (3-) And how many be there, who are more ſober, and 
re am] vet hate the leaſt appearances of godlineſs in their -chil- 
| dren, who, inſtead of cheriſhing, do all that they can to 
ve pa break bruiſed reeds, and to quench ſmoaking flax, to ſtiſſe 
1 bei and ſtrangle the firſt appearances and offers they make to- 
could wards Chrift ? Who had rather accompany them to their | 
ſeen in Fraves, than to Chriſt, doing all that in them lies, Herod- ©. | 
like, to kill Chriſt in the cradle? Ah Sirs, ye little 
vi know, what a mercy ye do or have enjoyed in godly pa- 
COP) rents, and what à good lot providence caſt for you 1n this 
yr - concernment of your bodies and ſouls. * 
, by „Ob jectian. If any ſhall ſay, This was not their caſe, they | 
, - c had little help heaven - ward from their params. To I | 
q Pork ſhall reply three things ; 8 
d ſuch Solution. 1. If you had little furtherance, yet own it as 
t be. ſpecial providence, that you had no hinderance: Org if 
5 10 you had oppoſition, yet, 3 
23 2. Admire the grace of God, in plucking you out, by a 


hem, and keeping alive the languiſhing ſparks of grace a= 
idſt the floods of oppoſition. _ . 5 
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pf your own, to be ſo much the more ſtrict and careful ut 


t in ydurſel ves. 


But ſeeing ſuch a train of bleſſings, both as to this lits* 
nd that to come, follow upon an holy. ucation of chils 


verib-ſhren;<1 will nor diſmiſs the point, ft Bhave ciſcharges 
wp ny duly in exhorring parents and.ghtldrettto their duties. 
| Andre you that are parents,” or in whom, the educa- 
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Divine Conduct. Or, 
concerning a duty lies on you: And that I may effectual · 
ly preſs it, conſider, - _ | 
1. How near the relation is betwixt you and your chil- 
dren, and therefore how much you are concerned in their Y i 
_ happineſs or miſery. Conſider but the ſcripture- account 
of the dearneſs of ſuch relations, expreſſed (I. ) By ha 


Tongings for them, as Gen. 15. 2. Gen. 30. 1.——atfd (2) 
By our joy when we have them, as Chriſt expreſſes ir, John WM the 


16. 21,——(3.). The high va'ue ſer on them, Gen. 42. If. 
38.— (4) The ſympathy with them in all their troubles, 8 
Mf 22 — and (5 ) By our ſorrow at parting, Gen. YOu 
37 35. Now ſhall all this be to no purpoſe? For, to Ren 
what purpoſe do we deſire them before we have them, re- C 


| Nie in them when we have them, value them ſo highly, MW dre: 
ympathize with them ſo tenderly, grieve for their death pre 
Io exceſſively; it, in the mean time, no care be taken what ¶ ſwa: 
ſhall become of them to eternity ? 
23. How God hath charged you with their fouls, as well fron 
2s bodies: And this appears by two ſorts of precepts, 
. Precepts directly laid upon you, Deut. 6. 6, 7. and] Chis, 
Eph. 6.4. (2) By precepts laid on them to obey you, 
Eph. 6. 1. which plainly implies your duty, as well as 
expreſſes theirs. . | 
3. What ſhall comfort you at the parting time, if they 
die thro? your neglect in a Chriſtleſs condition? Oh! this 
is the cutting conſideration; My child is in hell, and 1 
did nothing to prevent it; I helped him thither ! Duty 
| "diſcharged is the only root of comfort in that day. 
4§᷑, If you neglect to inſtruct them in the way of holi. 
gnmels, will the devil neglect to inſtruct them in the way of 
"wickedneſs? No, no; if you will not teach them to pray, 
he will to curſe, ſwearand lie, If ground be uncultivated, 
. weeds will ſpring | | 
3. If the ſeaſon of their youth be neglected, how little 
probability is there of any good fruit afterwards ? That is 
the moulding age, Prov. 22. 6. How few are converted 
in old age,! Alltwigas brought to any form, but grown 
limbs will not o Ww. | ES Yr 
6. You 6k neg! cauſes of WS: 5 
/ _ ery and that, (1 ) By generation; (2.) tion: 
| e ly Piritually dead of the plague Eben you bog 


v little 
[hat is 
werted 
grown 


U mit 


ration 


hom 


ſwade men 


T 


. 5 | we a Ba. acre 5 | I 
| - The Myſtery of Providence. _ 39 
home among them, Pſal. 15. 5. Bebeld, I was ſhapen in 


iniquity, and in ſin did my mother conceive (or Warm) me | 
7. There's none in the world ſo likely as you, to be 


inſtruments of their eternal good. You have peculiar ad- 


vantages that none other hath; as (1.) The intereft you 
have in their affections. (2.) Your opportunities to inſtil 
the knowledge of Chriſt into them, being daily wich 
them, Deut. 6. 7 (3.) Your knowledge of their tempers: 
If therefore you neglect, who ſhall help them | 
8. The conſideration of the great day ſhould move 
your bowels of pity for them, O remember that text, 
Rev. 20 12., Ce I ſaw the dead ſmall and great ſtand befere 
God. What a ſad thing will it be, to ſee your dear chil. 
dren at Chriſt's left-hand ? O friends, do your utmoſt to 
prevent this miſery : Knowing the terrors of the Lord, we per- 
And, ſecondly, You children, eſpecially that ſprang 
from religious parents, I beſeech you obey their counſels, 
and tread in the ſteps of their pious examples. To preſs 
this, I ofter theſe conſiderations. , 
I. Your diſobedience to them is a reſiſting of God's 
authority, Eph, 6. 1. Children, obey your parents in the Lord: 
here's the command. Your rebellion, therefore, runs 
igher than you think: It is not man, but God, that you 
diſobey ; and for your diſobedience, God will puniſh you. 


It may be, their tenderneſs will not ſuffer them, or you 


are grown beyond their correction; all they can do, is to 
_—_— to God: And if {o; he will handle you more ſe- 
verely than they could do. | 
2. Your fin is greater than the ſin of young heathens 
and infidels, and ſo will your account be alſo. O better 
(if a wicked child) that thou hadſt been the offspring f 
lavage Ina ant, nay, of beaſts, than of ſuch parents. 80 
many counſels diſobeyed, hopes and prayers fruſtrated, 
will turn to fad aggravations, 1 
3: It is uſual wigh God, to retaliate mens diſobedience 
to, their pa ents in kind: Commonly our own children 
ſhall-pay us home for it. I have read in a grave author, 
of licked wretch that drag'd his father along the houſe: 


nie eder begg'd him, not to draw him beyand ſuch a 


* 
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10 Diuine Conduct: Or, 
place; for, ſaid he, I drag'd my father no farther , O the 
| ſad, but juſt, fetributions of God ! OE tn, 
And for you, in whoſe hearts grace hath been planted 
| by the bleſſing of education, I beſeech you to admire God's 
| goodneſs to you in this providence, Oh what an happy 
lot hath God caſt for you! How few children are partak- 


ers of your mercies! 


pom you ſn to do. Be you the joy.of their hearts, and com- 
fort of their lives, if living; it not, yet ſtill remember the 
mercy while you live, and tread in their pious path ; that 

au and they may both rejoice together in the great day, 
and bleſs God for each other to all eternity. © 


The fourth Performance of Prov idence, © 


The next remarkable performance of providence for 
the people of God in which 1 will inſtance, ſhall be, with 


in this world, than it doth in this performance for the pe- 
* ople of God. How curiouſly ſoever its hand had mould- 
eld your bodies, how tenderly ſoe ver it had preſerved them, 
= and how bountifully ſoever it had provided for them; if 
it had not alſo ordered ſome. means or other for your con- 
verſion, all the former favours and benefits it had done 
for you, had fignified little. This, O this! is the moſt 
excellent benefit you ever received from its hand. You 
ure more beholden to it fon this, than for all your other 
mercies. And in opening this performance of providence, 
EF”  Scarnotbur think your hearts muſt be deeply affected. 
Fb is a ſubject which every gracious heart loves to ſteep 
ies thabghts in. It is certainly the ſweeteſt hiſtory that 
3 . b l F 
Ever they repeated: They love to think and talk of ix. 
Ihe places where, and inſtruments hon. this work 
vas wrought, are exceedingly endeared to them for the 
work's ſake; yea, endeared to hat degree, that for many 
years after their hearts hauemel ted, when they have but 
Paſſed occaſionally by thoſe places, or but ſeen che faces 
ol choſe perſons that were uſed as inſtru ments ane 


n 
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See that you honour ſuch parents. The tie is double u- 


reſpett to its ordering the occaſions, inſtruments and means of their 


Fon. 
In nothing doth providence ſhine forth more gloriouſly 
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of providence tor their good: As no doubt, but Jacob's 
Bethel was ever after that night ſweet to hiFthoughts ; ia 
other ſaints have had their Berhels as well as he. O bleſ. 
ſed places, times and inſtruments! O the deep, the ſweet 
impreſſions, never to be razed out of the memory or heart, 
that chis providence hath made upon thoſe on whom it 
wrought this bleſſed effect at years of diſcretion, and in a 


more ſenſible way. 2 
But leſt any poor ſoul ſhould be diſcouraged under the 


diſplay of this providence, becauſe he cannot remember 
the time, place, inſtruments and manner wherein, and by 
which, converſion-work was wrought; I will therefore 
premiſe this neceſſary diſtinction, to prevent injury to 
ſome, whilſt I deſign benefit to others. | 

. Converfion, as to the ſubjects of it, may be conſidered, 
two ways: Either as it is more ſenſibly wrought in per- 
ſons of riper years, who, in their youthful days, were 
more prophane and vile; or upon perſons in their tender 
years, into whoſe hearts grace was more inſenſibly and 
undiſcernibly inſtilled by God's bleſſing upon pious eds! _ , 
ueation. In the former ſort, the diſtinct acts of the ſpirit, 
as illuminating, convincing, humbling, drawing them to 
Chriſt, and ſealing them, are more evident and diſcern» 
ible : in the later, more obſcure and confuſed: They can 
remember, that God gave them an eſteem and liking tt 
godly perſons, care of duty, and conſcience oſ fin; but ns 
to the time, place, inftruments and manner of the work, 
they can give but a flender account of them. However, 
if the work be ſavingly wrought in them, there is no rea- 
ſon they ſhould be troubled, becauſe the circumſtances ß 
it are not ſo evident to them as they are to others. Let 
the ſubſtance and realiry of the work appear, and there is 
no reaſon to afflict yourſelves, becauſe of the inevidence- 
of ſuch circumſtances. - „ 
But yet where the circumſtances, as well as ſubſtance, 
are clear to a man, when we call to remembrance the 
time when, the place where, the inſtrument by whom, 
that work was wrought, it muſt needs be excedding 
ſweet; and they cannot but yield a fref#delight to the - 


a” 


ſoul, every time they are reflected upon r 
0 o + WM 2; 
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| There are many of the following occaſions, which, it 


may be, we took for ſtragglers when they firſt befel us; 
bar they proved ſcouts ſent out from the main body ot pro- 
vidence, which they make way for. 2 


Now, there be divers things, in thoſe providences, that 


are verſant about this work, which arc exceeding ſweet, 
and taking; as, name! 


\ 


; | 

Firſt, The 3 and unaccountableneſs 
of this work of providence, in caſting us into the way, and 
ordering the occaſions, yea, the minuteſt circumſfances 
abou this work. Thus you find in A#s 8. 26, 27, 28,29, 
30, Cc. the Eunuch at that very inſtant, when he was 
reading the prophet: 1ſa/ah, hath an interpreter, one among 
a thouſand, that joins his chariot, juſt as his mind was, by 
a fit occaſion, — to receive the firſt-light ot the 


know ledge of Chri #904 of 
And how firange was that change (how far ſcever this 
change went) upon Naaman the Syrian, recorded 2 Kings 


1, 2, 3, 4. That the Syrians, in their incurſion, ſhould 
ing away this girl, (likely her beauty was the induce- 
ſhe muſt be preſented ro Naaman's wife, and 
relate to her the power of God that accompanied the pro- 
phet ; tho* you find, in that particular caſe, there had ne- 
ver been an inſtance given before, Luke 4. 27 Doubtleſs, 
the whole of this affair was guided by the ſignal direction 


olf providence. 


So, for the converſion of the Samaritans, it is obſerved, 


John 4. 4. Chriſt muſt needs go that way, which lay juſt 
in the road betwixt Judea and Galilee, and at the ſixth hour 


(i. e. high noon) he reſts himſelf upon Jacob's well, ſtill 


. ſeeming to have no other deſign, but his own refreſhment, 


by ſitting and drinking there: But! O what a train of 
bleſſed providences follow this, which ſeemed but an ac- 


| . cidental thing! firſt the woman of Samaria, and then ma- 
vy more in that city are brought to believe in Chriſt; as 


you find ver. 29. and 41. 


+» "It is noted by Melchior Adams, in the life of Junius, how 
very great an athieſt he was grown in his younger years; 


bur in order to his converſion. to God, firſt, a wondertyl 


prefervation of his life, in 7 omg” tumult-at Zzons in 


France; mutt make v ay, Which forces from him the acknows 
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ledgement ot a deity. Then his father ſends for him 
home, and, with much gentleneſs, perſwades him to read 
the ſcriptures, he lights upon the firſt ot Jo/n, and with it 
he ſenſibly feels a divine ſupernatural majeſty and power 
ſcizing his ſoul, which brought him oyer by a compfleat 
converſion to Jeſus Chriſt, Thus, as the woman of Tekoa 
told David, doch God deviſe means to bring back his baniſhed. 

Lavater tells us, that many Spaniſh ſoldiers, going into 
the wars of Germany, were there converted to Chrilt, by 
falling into the cities and towns where godly miniſters 
and chriſtians were. 

Mr. Robert Bolton, though an excellent ſcholar, yet in 
his younger years he was a. very irreligious perſon, and a 
jeerer of holy men; but being caſt into the company of 
godly Mr. Peacock, was by him brought to repentance, 
and proved a famous inſtrument in the church of Chriſt. . 

A ſcrape of paper accidentally coming to view, hath, 
been uſed as an occaſion of converſion. This was the + 
caſe of a minſter in Wales, who had two livings, but took | 
little care of either. He being at a fair, bought ſomes 
thing at a pedler's ſtanding, and rent off a leaf of Mr. Her- 
kin's catechiſm to wrap it in; and reading a line or twa 
in it, God ſet it home, ſo as it did the work. * 

The — of a godly man into a carnal family, hath | 
been ordered by providence, for the converſion and ſalva- 
tion of many therein, Thus we read in the life of that 
renowned Engliſh worthy Mr. John Bruen; that, in his ſa 
cond match it was agreed, that he ſhould have one years 
diet in his mother in law's hoyſe: During his abode there, 
that year (ſaith Mr. Clark) the Lord was pleaſed; by his 
means, graciouſly to work upon her ſoul, and al ſo upon 
bis wife's ſiſter, and half ſiſter, their brothers Mr. Wiliam : 
and Thomas Fox, with one or two of the ſeuvants in that 


family. | 


The reading of a good book, hath been the means of. 
bringing others to Chriſt. And thus we find many of the 
German divines, converted by reading Luther's books: Vea, 
and what is more ftrange, Mr. Sleyden in his commentary” 
tells us, that Vergerius, tho' he were preſentan. eye and ears 
Witneſs to that doleſul caſe of Spira, which one would 

n 04 think 
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|. think ſhould move a tone, yet ſtill continued ſo firm to 
' the popes intereſt, that, when he fell into ſome ſuſpicion 
l cardinals, he reſolved to purge himſelt by writ- 
ing a book againſt the German apoſtates, bur whilſt he read 
the proteſtant bogks out of no other deſign but to confute 
chem, whilſt he is weighing the arguments, is himſelf con- 
=. vinced and brought to Chriſt. He finding himſelf thus o- 
q  . vercome by the truth, imparts his conviction to his bro- 
| ther, a zealous papiſt alſo : This brother deplores the mi- 
ſery of his caſe, and ſeeks to reclaim him; but Yergerius, 
entreating him to weigh well the proteſtant arguments, he 
_ allo yields. And fo both immediately betook themſelves 

to preach juſtification by the free grace of God through 

che blood of Chriſt. . 
| Vea, not only the reading of a book, or hearing a mi- 
pifter, but (which is moſt remarkable) the very miſtake 
= Or forgetfulneſs of a miniſter hath been improved by pro- 
uaence for this end and purpoſe, Aguſline, once pr̃each · 
' to his congregation, forgot the argument which he 
3 3 Propes d, and fell upon the error of the Manichees be- 
W face 


l 


e Firms his anditor ; who fell down at his feet weep- 
. and confefling he had lived a Menichee many years. 
tber I knew, who going to preach, took up another 
bible than that he deſign'd, in which, not only mifling 
Ei notes, but the chapter alſo in which his text lay, was 
rt to ſome loſs thereby; but after a ſhort pauſe, he re · 
E- ſolved to ſpeak to any other ſcripture that might be pre- 
ſented to him, and accordingly read that text, 2 Pet. 3. 9. 
De Lord li not aack concerning his promiſe, &c. And-tho' te 
bad nothing prepared, yet the Lord helped him to ſpeak 
boch methodically and pertinently from it: By which 
& diſcourſe, a gracious change was wrought upon one in the 
n who hath ſince given good evidence of a 
Dund converſion, and acknowledged this ſermon. to be the 
| faſt and only means thereof, 2 I : 
* ** Phe accompanying of others in a neighbourly civil vi- 
= been overruled to the lame end. 1 * of 
me Jews accompani:d Mary in Bethany (deſigning only ;t0- 
mauiteſt their civil reſpe) bur 4 they met Ori, 
1 | — + ſaw 
: . . 3 2 


* 
- 41 
N =— — * 
4 4 ** 
2 * 


= FRY 
„ —_— 


P 4 4 


is firſt intention: By which diſcourſe he converted 
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ſaw the things which he did, and believed on him, ln 
11. 55+ | 
Mr. Ermin in his real Chriſtian, pag 97, 98. tells us of 
one, who had liv'd many years, in a town, where Chriſt 
had been as clearly and as long preached, as in any towrt 
in England This man, when he was about ſeventyſix 
ears of age, went to viſit a ſick neighbour, «A chriſtian 
« friend of mine (ſaith mine author) came to ſee him alſo; 
« and finding this old man there, whom he judged to be 
« one thar lived upon his own ſtock, civility, good works, 
« c. he purpoſely fell into that diſcourſe, to ſhew how 
« many perſons lived upon their duties, but never came 
« to Chriſt. The old man fitting by the bed fide, heard 
, him; and God was pleaſed to convince him, that he 


« was ſuch a perſon, who had lived upon himſelf with- | 
©« cut Chriſt to that day; and would ſay afterwards, 


« had I died before threeſcore and ſixteen, I had periſhed, 
&« for I knew not Chrift * - bo. hb, 


The committing of a godly man to priſon, hath been 
the method of providence, to ſave the ſoul of a poor Keep- 


er. So Paul, A, 16. 26. was made a priſoner, ta make 


his keeper a ſpiritual free-man The like ſucceſs had Dy 
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% 
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Barnes in Queen Mary's days, who afterwards celebrate, | 


the Lord's Supper in priſon with his converted keeper, | 
The ſcattering of miniſters and Chriſtians by perſecus 


tion, from cities and towns, into the ignorant and barhars. -* 
ous parts of the country, hath been the way of providence, 2 


* 


to find out and bring home ſome loſt ſheep that were 


found there to ſeſus Chriſt, 4#s 8. 1. 4. The like lig 


nal event hath ſince followed upon the like ſcatrering of 
godly miniſters, whereof are many pregnant inſtances at 
this day, | | 

A ſervant running away from his maſter, (likely upon 
no other deſign but to live an idle life) yet falling inte 


ſuch places and company as providence ordered (in a de-" 


ſign to him unknown) hath thereby been brought ro be 
the ſervant of Chriſt, This was the very caſe o Oneſamusj 


who tun away from his maſter Philemon to Rome; here, 
by a ſtrange providence (poſſibly a mere curioſity to (ce 
the priſoners) there __ into Paul's hands, who bepat 
22 | » _ 5 * 
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him to Chrift in his bonds 3 Philemon, ver. 10, 11, 12, 13, c 
r 1 t 
Going to hear a ſermon in jeſt, hath proved ſome mens hi 
converſion. in earneſt, The abovenamed Mr. Frmin, in 6. - 
the fore cited book, tells us of a "notorious drunkard, - 
whom the drunkards called father, that one day would 
needs go to hear what Milſin ſaid, out of no other deſign, P 
it ſeems, but to ſcoff at that holy man: But in the prayer. * 
before ſermon, his heart began to thaw; and when he i 
read his text, which was, John, 5 14 Sin no more, left a 10 
worſe thing come unto thee, he could not contain. And in * 
that ſermon the Lord changed hi heart, tho* fo bitter an ” 
enemy, that the Miniſter on lecture days was afraid to go 1 
to church before his ſhop-door To, theſe are parts of his 
ways! Bur hom ſmall a portion is known of him ? 1 
. The dropping of ſome grave and weighty word accident- Y 
ally in the preſence of vain carnal perſons, the death of an 
husband, wife or child, a fit of ſickneſs, with a thouſand" * 
other ſuch like occaſions, have been thus improved by A 
vidence to the converſion of ſouls. " 
And no leſs remarkable and wonderful are the deſigns 
of providence, in ordering the removes, and governing * 
we motions, of miniſters, from place to place, in order to 5 
= - the converſion of ſouls. Thus often- times it carries them on 
tio places where they intended not to go; God having 6 
” funknown to them) ſome elect veſſels there, who mult be 1 
called by the goſpel. . a 
Thus Paul and Timothy (a ſweet and lovely pair) when * 
mey were travelling thro' Phrygia and Galatia, were for- _ 
did to preach the word in Ata, to which, probably, their 3 
minds thclined, A#s 16. 6. And when they eſſay d to go | 
into Byrhinia, the Spirit ſuffered them not, wer. 7. But a by 
man of Macesnis (i. e. an Angel in the ſhape or habit of h | 
'-2 man of that country) appeared to Paul in a viſion, and e 
prayed him, ſaying, come over into Macedonia and help us, — 
ver. 9. and there did God open the heart of Lydia. 7X 
I knew a pious miniſter, now with God; who, falling — 


"in his ſtudy upon a very rouzing ſubject, intended for his 
own congregation, was ſtrongly moved, when he had fi- 
niſhed- ir, ro go to a rude, vile, prophane people, abour 
* five miles off, and firſt preach it tothem; after many wreſt- 
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lings with himſelf, not being willing to{quench/any motion 
that might be ſuppoſed to come from the Spirit of God, 


he obeyed, and went to this people, who had then no mi- 


niſter of their own, and few durſt come among them. 


And there did the Lord, beyond all expectation, open a 


door, and ſeveral prophane ones received Chriſt in that 
place, and engaged this miniſter to a, weekly lecture a- 
mong them, in which many ſouls were won to Gd. 

The ſame holy man, at another time, being upon a 
journey, paſſed by a company of vain perſons, who were 
wreſtling upon a green near- the road: Aud juſt as he 
came againſt the place, one of them had thrown his anta- 
goniſt, and ſtood triumphing in his ſtrength and activity. 
This good man rode up to them, and turning his ſpeech 
to this perſon, told him, friend, I ſec you are a tom 
man; bur yet let not the ſtropg man glory in his ſtrength: 


You muſt know, that you are not ta wreſtle: withfleſh- :: 


and blood, but with principalities and powers, and ſpirit- 
ual wickednefles. How ſad will it be, that Satan ſhould 
at laſt trip up the heels of your hope, and give you an e- 


ternal overthrow ! And after, a quarter of an hour's ſerls - 


ous diſcourſe upon this ſubject, he lefr them, and went on 
his journey, But this diſcourſe made ſuch an impreflion, 


that the perſon had no reſt til} he opened his trouble ta 


goo! y miniſter, who, wiſely follow ing the work upon his 
dul, ſaw at laſt the bleſſed iſſue thereof in the gracious 
change of the perſon, whereof he atterwards gave the mts 


nitter a joyful account. O how unſcarchable are the 1 


methods of providence in this matter 


Nay, what is yet more wonderful, the providence o 


God hath ſometimes ordered the very malice of Satan, and 
wickedneſs of men, as an occaſion of an eternal good to 
their ſouls, A very memorable example whereot I ſhall 
here give the reader, faithfullyzxelating, what not many 


years paſt, fell out in may oun abſervation in this place, 


to the aſtoniſhment of many ſpœctators 
In the year 1673. there came into this port a ſhip of 


Pool, in her return from Virginia ; in which ſhip was one 
of that place, a luſty young man of twenty three years of 


age, whe was chiruygeon in the ſhip- This perſon, in the 


voyage, tcllintoadeep melancholy, which the devil grearly 


improved 
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improved to ſerve his own deſign for the ruin of this poor 
*than ; however, it pleaſed the Lord to reſtrain him from 


* .Mny. attempis upon his own life, until he arrived here. 
W--- Bur ſhortly after his arrival, upon the Zord's day, early in 


the morning (being in bed with his brother) he took a 
knife prepared for that purpoſe; and cut his own throat, 
and withal leapt out of the bed, and tho' the wound was 


| Gep and large, yet thinking it might not ſoon enough 


ſpatch his wretched life, deſperately thruſt it into his 


&: fomach, and ſo lay wallowing in his own blood, till his 


: 1 1 


pon the aggravation and heinouſneſs of the fact, I per- 
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brother awaking, made a cry for help: Hercupon a phy- 


fician and a chirurgeon coming in, found che wound in 
his throat mortal; and all they could do at preſent, was 
only.:o ſtiteh it, and apply a plaiſter, with deſign, rather 
to enable him to ſpeak for a little while, than with any ex- 


pectation of cure; for befare that, he breathed through 


wound, and his voice was inarticulate. 
In this condition I found him that morning; and ap- 
thending him to be within a few minutes of eternity, I 
laboured to work upon his heart the ſenſe of his condition, 
telling. him, I bad but little time do to any thing for him; 
and therefore deſired him to let me know what his own 
henſions of his preſent condition were. He told me, 


be boped in God for eternal life. I replied, that I feared 
bis hopes were ungrounded, for that the ſcripture tells 


ms, No murderer hath eternal lite abiding in him; but this was 


ſelt- murder, the groſſeſt of all murders: And infifling-u- 


- . 
o 


ceived his confidence began to fall, and ſome meltings of 


Heart appeared in him. He then began to lament, with 
. 
. Wight yer be hope for one that had deſtroyed himſelf, and 
a med his on blood. 1 replied, The ſin Indeed is great, 


many rears, his ſin and miſery, and asked me, if there 


bur nat unpardonable; and if the Lord gave him repentance 


- wth life; and faich to apply Jeſus Chrift, it ſhould be 


certainly pardoned to him: and * unacquaint- 


N ed with the ſe things, I opened to him 
*  Ceffiry of faith and repentance, which he greedily ſuck'd 


— : 


would work them 25 Ins foul, andptreared me alſo to 


e nature and ne- 


in, and with great vehemency cried to God, that he 


v with him and 
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- The Myſtery of Providence,” 40 
with him, and the Lord tha w'd his heart exceedingly in 
that duty. Loth he was to part with me; but the duties 
of the day neceſſitated me to leave him, I briefly ſummd 
up what was moſt neceſſary in my. partihg counſel to him, 
and took my leave, never expecting to ſee him more in 
this world. But, beyond my own and all mens expect- 
ation, he continued all that day, and panred moſt ardent] 

after Jeſus Chrift : No diſcourſes pleaſed him, but Chri 

and taith; and in this frame I found him in the evening. 
Hz rejoiced greatly to ſee me again, and entreated me 10 
continue my diſcourſes upon theſe ſubjects; and after all 
told me, © Sir, the Lord hath given me repentance for 
« this ſin ; yea, and for every othet ſin, I fee the evil of © 
& fin now, ſo as I never ſaw it before, O I lothe myſelf: 


= 


« am a vile creature in my own eyes; I do alſo believe, . 


« [ord help my wnbelief. J am heartily willing to take 
c Chrift upon his own terms, One thing only troubles 
ce me, I doubt this bloody fin will not be pardoned. 
« Wil! Jeſus Chriſt (aid he) apply his blood ro me, that 
« have ſhed my own bloed“ I told him, “ Chrift ſhed 
« his blood even for them that with wicked hands had 
« ſhed the blood of Chriſt; and that was a fin of deeper 
« ovilt than his? „ Well (ſaid ke) I will caſt my ſelf u- 


« ron Chriſt let him do by me what he will.” And 160 i 


I parted with him that night. 


Next morning, the wounds were to be opened ; all. 


then, the opinion ot the chirurgeons was, he would im- 


mediately expire. 53 
Accordingly, at his deſire, I came that morning, and 
found him in a moſt ſerious frame. I pray'd with him, 
and then the wonnd in hi ſtomach was to be opened; but 
by this time the ventricle itſelt was ſwoin ont of the dri= 
fice of the wound, and lay like a livid diſcoloured tripe , 
vpon his body, and was alſo cut through; fo that all con- 
cluded, it was impoſſible for him to live: However = 
ſtitch'd the wound in the ſtomach, enlarged the orifice: 
and fomented, and wrought it again into his body; and 
fo ſtitching up the skin, left him to the diſpoſe of provĩ- 

dence. | | 8 Fe, 4 | . * 
ZBut ſo it was, that both the deep wound in his throat, 
and this im his ftommch bealed: And the more dangerous 
5 Hb wound ' 
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30 Divine Conducf: Or, 
wound fin had made upon his ſoul was, I truſt, effectually 


healed alfo, I ſpent many hours with him in that fick- 


neſs; and after his return home, received this account 
from Mr. Samue! Hardy, a miniſter in that town. Part 
whereof I ſhall tranſcribe. 


Dear Sir, TT {Rp | 
Mas much troubled at the ſad providence in your town; but 

did much rejoice, that he fell into ſuch hands for his body and 
ſoul. Nu have taken much parns with him; and I hope to god 
purpoſe. I think, if ever a great and thorow work were ever done 
fuch a way, it is nom; and if never the like, I am perſwalled 
now it is. Never grow weary of ſuch good works One ſuch in- 
flance is (methinks) enough to make you abo:md in the work of the 
all your days, &c. &c. | 


O how unſearchable are the ways of providence, in 
leading men to Chriſt! Let none be (encouraged by 
this to fin, that grace may abound. Theſe are the rare 


; and fingular inſtances of the mercy of God, and ſuch as no 
preſumptuous ſinner can expect to find. 
bere to the honour of providetice, which works for the 


Ir is only recited 


recovery of finners in ways that we underſtand not. O 


5 what a fetch hath providence beyond our utderſtandings ! 


2aly, And, as it orders very ſtrange occaſtons to awa * 


| * &en and rouſe ſouls at firſt; fo it works no leſs wonder - 
= fully in carrying on the work to perfection: And this it 


doch two ways. 


- + doth effectually prevent it, ſometimes by directing 
niſter to ſome diſcourſe or paſſage, that ſhall fall as pat as 
i rhe caſe of ſuch a | 

- ;defignedly ſpoken to How often have I found this in the 
-caſes of many ſouls, who have profeſſed t | 
amazed, to hear the very thoughts of their hearts diſcover» 
ed by che preacher, who knew nothing of them! Some- 
times, by directing them to ſome proper roufing ſeripture, 
that ſuits their preſent caſe; and 6 | 


« 


1. By quickning and reviving dying convictions and 


» troubles for ſin. Souls, after their firſt awakenings, are 
apt to loſe the ſenſe and impreſſion of their firſt troubles 
fo fin, but providence is vigilant to prevent it; and 


the mĩ- 
perſon had been ſtudied by him, and 
have ſtood 


then 
28 * a 


> 1 
. % 


Die Myſtery of providence. 


tuall | | . 
| ard them to fall into ſome new fin, wiiict: ſhall awaken all 
Conant their former troubles again, and put a new efficacy and 
Part activi:y into the conſcience. The world is fal! of in- 
ſtances in all theſe caſes; and, becauſe moſt Chriſtians 
have experience of theſe things in themſelves, it wilt be 
peedleſs to recite them here. Search bur a few years 
„; but back, and you may remember, that according to this ac- 
dy ang | count (at leaſt in ſome particulars) providence ordered the 
0 goed matter with you. Have you not found ſome rod or other, 
Ame prepared by providence to rouſe ycu out of your ſecurity? 


waded Why ? This is ſo common a thing among Chriſtians, that 
they many times preſage an affliction coming from the 
of the frames they find their own hearts in. | 

2. It gives alſo great aſſiſtance to the work of the Spi- ; 
rit uon the ſoul, by ordering, ſupporting relieving 


e, in and cheering means, to prop up and comfort the foul, 
4 by when it is everburdened, and ready to fink in the 
rare deeps of troubles. I remember Mr. Bolton gives us one 
is no inſtance which fits both theſe caſes, the reviving of con- 
cited victions, and ſeaſonable ſupports in the deeps of troubles. . IM 
the And it is of a perſon that hy convictions had been ferch'd 

O off from his wicked companions, and entered into a re- 
gs! tor med courſe ot life; but af er this, throꝰ the inticemenr of 
wa * his old companions, the ſubtility of Satan and. corruption 
ler- of his own heart, did again relapſe into the ways of ſin. 
is ic Then was providentially brought to his view that ſcripts © 


ure, Prov 1. 24.25 26 &c Thisrenewed his rouble, yea, ag- 
pravared It to a greater height than ever: inſomuch that he 
could ſgarcely think (as it ſeems by the relation) his finy * 
could be pardoned, But in this plunge, that text Lale 
17. 4. was preſented to him, which ſweetly ſettled him in 
a ſure and glorious peace, e 
Nor can we here forget that mĩiraculous work of provi- 
dence, in a time of great extremity, which was wronghe ©: 
tor that good gentlewoman Mrs. Honeywood, (and is ſome- 
where mentioned by the ſame author) who under a deep 
and ſad deſertion, refuſed and put off all comfort, ſcem- 
ing to deſpair utter ly of the grace and mercy of Gd. A 
worthy.miniſter being one day with her, and reaſoning a- 


gain Her deſperate concluſions, ſhe took a Vite. las 
des f from 
2 


= 


%%;ĩłĩ1· Tn Condutt: Or, 
wound ſin had made upon his ſoul was, I truſt, effectually 


healed alfo, I ſpent many hours with him in that ſick- mem 
neſs; and after his return home, received this account their 
- from Mr. Samuel Hardy, a miniſter in that town. Part act1v) 
whereof I ſhall tranſcribe. 25 ang 


Dear Sir, | r | vcd! 
- TJ; Was much troubled at the ſad providence in your town ; but Fo 
1 much rejoice, that he fell into ſuch hands for bis body and | ©" 
| You have taken much pars with him; and ] hope to go 
purpoſe. I think, if ever à great and thorow work were ever done Priebe 
way, it is now.; anf never the like, I am perſwalled Wh) 
_ now it is. Never grow weary of ſuch good works One ſuch in- they 
= fiance is (methinks) enough to make you abound in the work of the frame 
en all your days, &c. &c. : | 


O how unſearchable are the ways of providence, in and 
leading men to Chriſt! Let none be (encouraged by whe! 
x this to fin, that grace may abound. Theſe are the rare deep 
and fingular inſtances of the mercy of God, and ſuch as no inſta 
preſumptuous ſinner can expect to find. It is only recited | 

re to the honour of providetice, which works for the And 


recovery of ſinners in ways that we uriderftand not. O off f 
What a fetch hath providence bey ond our unde rſtandings torm 
A ah, And, as it orders very ſtrange occaſions to awa * his e 


| 3 Ken and rouſe ſouls at firſt; ſo it works no leſs wonder» of h 
=_ fully in carrying on the work to perfection: And this ic The 


doch two ways. E ure, 

1 By 2 and reviving dying convictions and grav 
ftroubles for "fin, . Souls, after their firſt awakenings, are coul 

eit to loſe the ſenſe and impreſſion of their firſt troubles coul 
fo ſin, but providence is vigilant to prevent it; and 


duoth eſſectually prevent it, ſometimes by directing the mi- 
niſter to ſome diſcourſe or paſſage, that ſhall fall as pat as 
A che caſe of ſuch a perſon had been ſtudied by him, and 
>; defignedly ſpoken to. How often have I found this in the 
* eaſes of many ſouls, who have profeſſed they have flood 
._- amazed, to hear the very thoughts of their hearis diſcover- 
A by ws Seach, who —— nothing of them Sames 
_ \nmes, by directing them to. ſome proper roufing ſeripture, 
e foics their preſent caſe; and ſometimes b) fe 
ccc „„ .S them 
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them to fall into ſome new ſin, which hall awaken all 
their former. troubles again, and put à new efficacy and. 


die Myſtery of Providence. 


Dunt wy x 
Part activiy into the conſcience. The world is fill of in- 
ſtances in all theſe caſes; and, becauſe moſt Chriſtians 
have experience of theſe things in themſelves, it wilt be 
needleſs to recite them here. Search bur a few years 
but back, and you may remember, that according to this ac- 
and count (at leaft in ſome particulars) providence ordered'the 
god matter with you. Have you not found ſome rod or other, 
aone prepared by providence to rouſe you out of your ſecurity? 
Chriſtians, that 


Nel Why ? This is ſo common a thibg among 
they many times preſage an affliction coming from the 
the frames they find their own hearts in. 
2. It gives alſo great aſſiſtance to the work of the Spi- 

rit uzon the ſoul, by ordering, ſupporting relieving- 
in and cheering means, to prop up and comfort the ſoul, 
by when it is .everburdened, and ready to ſink in the 
deeps of troubles. I remember Mr. Bolton gives us one 
inſtance which fits both theſe caſes, the reviving- of con- 
victions, and ſeaſonable ſupports in the deeps of troubles. 
And it is of a perſon that H. convictions had been fetch 
off from his wicked companions, and entered into a e 
formed courſe ot life; but af er this, thro*the inticement of 
his old companions, the ſubtility of Satan and. corruption * 
of his own heart, did again relapſe into the ways of f, 
Then was providentially brought to his view that ſeripes ® 
ure, Prov 1. 23.25 26 Ce Thisrenewetd his rouble, yea, ag? 
gra vated it to a greater height than ever: inſomuch that kg%3 
could ſgarcely think (as it ſeems bythe relation) his fins 
could be pardoned, But in this plunge,” that text Lake 
17. 4. was preſented to him, which ſweetly ſettled him in 
a ſarg e lortous peace, e. IG 
Nor can we here forget that miraculobs work of provjs- 
dence, in a time of great extremity, which was wronghe 
for ithat.good gentlewoman Mrs. Honeywood, (and is ſomes? 
whe mentioned by the ſame author) who under a-deep 
ani ſad de ſertion, refuſed and put off all comfort, ſents 
ing to deſpair utter ly of the grace and mercy of Go. © 
worthy.minifter being one. day with her, and reaſoning a- 
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tio the ground. But to the aſtoniſhment of both, the glaſs re- 
-  mazned whole and iound, which the minifter taking up 
- with admiration, rebuked her preſumption, and ſhewed 
ber Nhat 2 wonder providence had wrought for her ſatiſ- 

faction, and it greatly altered the temper of her mind. 


O how unſearchable are his ways, and his paths paſt find- 


*  Ingrout! Lo, theſe are part of his ways; but how ſmall 
© portion of them do we know. 


* foul, reader; haſt thou been duly ſenſible of thy o- 
”  bligation to providence for this ineſtimable favour ? O 
=». what bath it done for thee ! there are divers kinds of mer. 
dies conveyed to men by the hand of providence, but none 
like this; in all the treaſury ot its benefits, none is found 
like this. Did it caſt thee into the way of converſion, 
and order the means and occaſions of it for thee, when 
thou littſe thoughteſt of any ſuch thing? How dear and 


- — — * _— = —_— = 


| 


— chinks,” it ſhould aſtoniſh and meh 8 time you re 
ect upon it! Such mercies ſhould never grow ſtale, or 
be like common things to you: For do but ferjouflf 
oder the following particu lars. 
I. How furprizing the mercy was, which it performed 
for you in that day. Providence had a deſign upon you 
door eternal good, which ye underſtood” not, The 
of mercy was now fully come; the decree was now 
ay to bring forth that mercy, with Which it had gone 
XL big fr eternity, and its gracious deſign muſt be executed 
by the Band of providence, ſo far as concerned the exter- 
all things to fall in with that deſign, tho“ you knew' not 
E the wesning of it? look over all the before-mentioned 
ples, and you ſhall ſee the bleſſed work of converſion 
=— begun open. thoſe ſouls, when they minded it! no Morey. 
” than Seu did a kingdom, that morning he went out t 
| ſeck his father's afles, 1 Sam. 9. 3, 25 Providence might 
_ truly ha\ 9 1 * 
3. What 1 th, tho lumen noe ow, 


Ic. bn, 1 3 * , k 
a” . +4 2 2 * >. : * —"P 4 e * * . * þ 1 
. 2; þ * * — 1 — 8 "HT . id 

1 1 PEE . Ph * : : 


4 from the table, and (aid, Sir, I am as ſure to be damned, as 
wie glaſ is to be broken; and therewith threw it forcibly 


And now ſuffer me a little to expoſtulate with thy. 


feet ſhould the remembrance of it be to thy ſoul ! Me- 


nal means and inſtruments: and how aptly did it cauſe 


ave ſaid to you in that day, as Chriſt ſaid to Peter, 
hereafrep thy 
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ſhale know it. "God's thoughts are not an dur thengbes; but, as the 


[7 


heavens are higher than the earth, ſo are his thoughts higher thats . | 
ours, and his ways than our ways. Little did Zacchens ib ink, 
when he climbed vp into the barge gy. to ice Chriſt 
as he paſſed that way, what a deſign of mercy Chriſt as 
upon him, who took thence the occaſion of becoming both 
his Gueſt and Saviour, Lake 19. 5,6,7, 8. And as little did 
ſome of you think What the aim of providence was, hen 
you went (ſome out of cuſtom, others out of curiofity,” iÞ 
not worſe ends) to hear ſuch a ſermon. O how ſtupendu- 
cus are the ways of God! 5 1 

2. What a diſtinguiſhing and ſeaſonable mercy was 
uſher'd in by providence in that day It brought you to 
the means of ſalvation in a good hour. At that very nic 
of time, when the Angel woubled the waters, you were 
brought to the pool; to allude to that, Jm 5. 4. Now. 
the accepted day was come, the Spirit was in the ordin- 
ancey or provigence, that converted you, and you were 
ſet in the way of it. It may be, you had heard man 
hundred ſermons before, but nothing would flick nil-now, i 
becauſe the, hour was not come. The Lord"did,-as 30... 
were, call in the word for ſuch a man, ſuch a womany--.. 
and providence ſaid, Lord, here he is, I have brought im 
before ther. There were many others under that fer 
that received no ſuch mercy. You yourſelves had heat 
many before, but not to that advantage, as it is ſaid, Lake © 
4 27. Ne wete many lepers in Trae) in the days of Elizeus, 
but to none of them was the prophet ſent, ſaue unto Naaman g 


: 
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ſide you under the word that day, and it may be, to nne 
of them was ſalvation ſent that day, but to o O': bleſs, 8 
ſed providence, that ſet you in the way of mercy at ih 

e .. 
Whar a weighty and important matter was provideai - 


ally girected to your fouls that day. There are merciss 


ofalFfizes' and kinds in ihe Land of providence to diſpenſes. © j 
to ie fors- of men; Its left hand is full of bleflings, as” i 
vell as its right. It hath healch and riches, honours ant 
pleaſures as well,as Chriſt and ſalvation to diſpenſe. f 
The world i full of its lefr.hand favours; but the ble 
ſings of its right-hadd arc invaluably precious, and ferm Ml 
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there be that: fedeive them. It doth chauſunde of kind of* 
'  fices for men; but among them all, this is the chiefeſt, to 


lead and direct them to Chriſt. For conſider, 


__-  (1,) Of all mercies, this comes thro* moſt and greateſt 


diſfieulties, Eph. 1. 19, 20. | 
(2) This is a ſpiritual mercy, excelling in dignity of 


_- nature all others, more than gold excells the dirt under 


© your feet, Rev. 3. 18. One ſuch gift is worth thouſands 


of other mercies. 


(3+) This is & mercy, Immediately lowing out of the 


fountain of God's electing love; a mercy never dropt in- 
to any, but an elect veſſel, 1 The. 1. 4, 5. | 


- (45) This is a mercy that infallibly ſecures ſal vation; 
for, as we may argue from converſion to election, looking 
_ ſo from conyerſion- to ſalvation, looking forward, 
7 750, LF | 7 | * 
3 Luſtiy, This is an eternal mercy, that which will 
ick by you, when father, mother, wife, children, eſtate, 
hohours, health and life ſhall fail-thee, John 4. 14. | 
Q therefore ſet a ſpecial mark upon that providence, 


that ſet you in the way of this mercy ! It hath performed 


that for thee, which all the miniſters on earth, and angels 
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nn heaven, could never have performed. This is a merey, 


— puts weight and value into the ſmalleſt circumſtance 
it relates to t. | F > 


8 7 he fifth performance of Providence. 


4$Thus you hear how inſtrumental providence hath been, 
in ordering the means and occaſions of the greateſt mer- 


cies of your ſouls. Let us now take into conſideration, 
another exellent performance of providence, re ſpecting the 
good of your bodies and ſouls too, in reſp? of that impley- 


ment and calling it hath ordered for you in this world; for it 


* 


bath not only an eye upon your well. being in the world 


g come; but upon your wel; being in this world*alſo.; 


and that very much depends upon the ſtation and vocgt ion 
to which it calls you. ay I 
Now the providence of God, with reſpe& to gut civil 


3 li . 2 . 5 TE 
U p 
_  eallings, may be diſplay'd very takingly in the folloawitig 
'particulars, 2 + 2 
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1. 
ſufferi 
ny do, 
nati, | 
figure 
in ſwe: 
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ling; and yet all this doth, but kee . 
live... On! therefore, if God have fitted you with 


1 Myery of Providence. Dh | 
1. In direQting you to a calling in your youth, and not 
ſuffering. you to live an idle, uſeleſs and finful life, as ma- 


ny do, who are but burdens to the earth, ſruges conſumere 


nati, the wens of the body politick, ſerving only to diſ- 


figure and drain it, to eat what others earn. Sin brought 


in ſwear, Gen. 3 19. but now, not to ſweat increaſeth fin, 2 
Theſſ. 3. 12. | 

is plainly enough intimated, 1 7heſſ: 4 11, 12. But when 
God puts men into a lawful calling, wherein the labours 
of their hands or heads is ſufficient for them, it is a valu- 
able mercy ; for thereby they eat their own bread, -2 Theſſ. 


3. 12. Many a ſad temptation is happily prevented ; and 


they are ordinarily furniſhed by it for works of mercy to 
others; and ſurely, it is more bleſſed to give, than to re- 


2. In ordering you to ſuch callings and imployments in 


the world; as are not only lawful in themſelves, but moſt. 
ſuitable to you. There be many perſons imployed in ſin- 
ful trades and arts, merely to furniſh other mens luſts: 
They do not only fin in their imployments, but their ve» 
ry imployments are · ſinful; they trade for hell, and are 


factors for the devil. Demetrius and. the craſts- men We 
Epheſus got their eſtates by making ſhrines ſor Dians, Act. i 


19. 24, 25. 1. e. little caſes or boxes, with folding leaves, 


within which the image of that idol ſat enſhrined; 


Theſe were carried about by people in proceſſion, in hon». 


our of their idol. And at this day, how many wicked 
arts and imployments are there invented, (and mul titudes 


of per ſons maintained by them) merely to gratify the 


pride and wantonneſs of a 2 \ 


Now to have an honeſt lawful imployment, wherein 8 
you do not diſhonour God in beneficing yourſelves, is HO 


ſmall mercy. = 


But if; be not only lav ful in ĩtſelt, but ſuited to your ge- 
nius and aſtrength, there is a double mercy in it. Some pkt 


238 engaged in call ings, that eat up their time and 
x 


ength.cmakes their lives very uncomtortableto them.rhey A 


have not onlyſpending and waſting imploy ments in the world, 
it lach as Allo them little or no time for their general cal · 


them and theirs a- 


neſt 
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1 ; M4 Divine Conduct: Or, | 

imployment, wherein you have leſs toil than others, 
and more time for heavenly exerciſes, aſeribe this benefit 
to the ſpecial care of providence for you!” 

3. In ſertling you in ſuch an imployment aud calling 
in the world, as, poſſibly, neither yourſelves nor parents 
could ever expect you ſhould arrive to. There are a- 
mong us ſuch perſons as, on this account, are ſignally o- 

© - bliged to divine providence. God hath put them into 
a way, as neither they nor their parents ever project- 

ed. For look; as the flower-ae-luce in the compaſs turns 
now this way, then that way, and never ceaſes moving, 
till it ſettle to the north. point; | juſt ſo is it in our ſettle- 
ment in the world. A child is now deſigned for this, 
then for that, but at laſt ſettles in that way of imployment 
- which providence deſigned him to. How ſtrangely are 
things wheeled about by providence ! Not what we, or 

our parents, but what God defign'd ſhall take place . 

- 705 was very meunly employed at firſt, but God deſigned 
him for a more honourable and comfortable calling, Amos 
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=  raifed his thoughts to higher things in the days of his 
Fauth; but God made him the royal ſhepherd of a better 
eck, % 78 70, 51. Peter and Aube were 24 as 
 »#ther=men; bur Chriſt calls them from that to an higher 
Calling, Mn 4. 18. 19. to be fiſhers of men. P 
when he was fourteen years old, was, by the inſtig 
is ſtep-mother, placed with an apothecary; bf“ „- 
Feernce ſo wrought, that he was taken off rb tha and 
= - reed for the miniſtry, wherein he became a fruitful 
eminent inftrument to the church. James Hnarear was, 
: By reaforr of bis father's inability to keep him at ſchool, 
* 3 for a carpemer, but was afterwards, by the ner- 
a 


Au ver t ſtation of ſervice to the church. A m- 
1 eee gehe, was by his father, deſigned for 
; @merchant; but his mother by earneſt entrearies, prevail- 
eld to keep him at ſchool, and this man wW˖Zs & blelted in- 
ſtrument in che reformarion ot religion I might eaſily 
cite multitudes of ſuch inſtances; but a taſte may ſuffice. 
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, 15. David followed the ewes, and likely, never 


-: on ot friends, and aſſiſtance of the church. 
4 fo'Sturgard, and thence to the univerfity, and fo arri , 
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- _- The Myſtery. of” Providence.” 
4. In fecuring your eſtates from ruin, Job, 1. 10. Haſt 
thoy not made im heage about him aud all that he hath? This 
is the enclolure of providence, which ſecures to us, what _ 
by its favour, we acquire in the way of honeſt induſtry... - 
5. In making your calling ſufficient for you. It was 
the prayer of Moſes for the tribe of Judah, Dew. 33. Let 
his hands be ſufficient for him; and it is no ſmall mercy if 
yours be ſo io you. Some there be, that have work, but 
no ſtrength io go through with it; others have trength, 
but no imployment for ir, - Some have hands, and work 
for them; but it is not ſufficient for them and theirs, If 
God bleſs your labours, ſa as to give you and yours neceſ- 
ſary ſupports and comfort in the world hy it, it is a. choice 
ee and with all thanktulneſs te be acknou ledg- 


Object. 1. It any that fear God, ſhall complain, That 
althd” they. have a calling, yet it is an "hard and laborious one, 
which tales up too much of their time, which they wald gladly im- 
ploy in other anc! better work.; 1 anſwer, 

1. Tis like, the wiſdom of providence foreſaw this to 
be _ moſt ſuitable and proper imployment for you; ane 
if you had more eaſe and reſt, you might have more'- 
ſemptations than now you have: The ſtrength and tine 
which is now taken up in your daily labours, wherein ©: 3 
you ſerve God, might other wiſe have been Sent, upon 
7 880 agg herein you might have ſerved: the devil. + | 

; may be, your health is the better preſery-" 
en, . enen made the ſweeter for you, 
Eeleſ. 5 ep of a labouring man is ſweet unto um, | 
vhet her — Ee or N but the abundanc e l rich will, 
we ſuffer him to ſleep. | 

3. And asto the ervice of God, if your hearts be ſpiritu- 925 
* y enjoy much communion wih God in our 
imploy ments, and and. 1p have ſome intervals and re. 
trues ſor that purpoſe. Have you not more re 
am nnen to that end 2 * * =. - 


Ohe. 2 {But al my "4 5 will 3 ſuffice, 70 pro- 
cure me and mine the. neceſſaries. of life. I am kept jhort 
and low 10 IO S ak is 4 2 
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| Divine Conduct: Or, 


Soluiom, Tho' the wiſdom of providence hath ordered 


pou a lower and poorer condition than others; yet, (1.) 


Conſider how many there be, that are lower than you in 
the world; you have but little of the world, yer others 
have leſs. Read the deſcription of thoſe perſons, Job. 30. 
4. &c. (2,) If God have given you but a ſmall portion 
The world; yet, if you be godly, he hath promiſed ne» 
ver to forfake you, Heb 13. 5. (3) Providence hath or- 
dered that — for you, which is realy beſt for your 
eternal good If you had more of the world than you 
have, your heads and hearts might not be able to manage 
it to your advantage: A ſmall boat muſt have but a nar- 
row fail. You have not wanted hitherto the neceſſaries 
of life, and are commanded, having food and raiment (tho 
none of the fineſt) ro be therewith content. A little that a 
"righteous man hath, is better than the riches of many wicked, 
Pfal. 37. 16. better in the acquiſition, ſweeter- in, the 
-froition, and more comfortable in the account. | 
Well then, if providence hath ſo diſpoſed of you all, 


dat you ean eat your own bread, and ſo advantageouſly 


directed ſome of you to imployments, that afford not only 


gneceſſaries for yourſelves and families; but an overplus for 


Works of mercy to others, and all this brought about for 

ou in a way you did not project; let God be owned, and 
wok ated in his providence. Will you not henceforth 
call him, my Father, the guide of my youth ? As it is Jer. 3. 
4. Surely, it was the Lord that guided you to ſettle, as 
you did, in thoſe days of your youth: You reap at this 
day, the fruits of thoſe earl) 


providences in your youth, 


Now, ſee that you walk anſwerably to the oblip tions 


of providence in this particular; and ſee to it, in the fear 


of God, that you abuſe not any of theſe” things to his diſ- 


_hohour, which he hath wronght for your comfort. To 


prevent which, Iwill here drop a few needful lens, and 
"40, 


mut up this particular. 


I. Caxtion. Be not flothful and idle in your vocarions. 
It, is ſaid, Aguſtus built an Apragapotis, a city void of buſi- 
- *acls; but 1 am ſure God never 
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The Myſtery of Providence. 


no doubt reaches all his poſterity: ard goſpel-commands 


* 
h 
| * 
: - 
= — 
o 
| 


family to that end. The command to Adam, Gen. z. 1 9 *. 


back and ſecond it upon Chriſtians, Rom. 12. 11. and 1 


Thefſ. 4. II. If you be negligent, you cannot be innocent. 
And yet, 2 
2. Caution 


Beware you loſe not your God in the crowd and hurry: 

earthly buſineſs Mind that ſolemn warning, 1 Im. 6. 
9. But they that will be rich fall into temptation; and a ſnare, and 
into many fooliſh and hurtful laſts, which drown men in deſtruction 


Be not ſo intent upon your particular cal- 
lings, as to make them interfere with your general calling. 


and perdition. The inhabitants of OEnec, a dry iſland near 


Athens, beſtowed much labour to draw.in a river to water 
it, and make ir fruirfa] ; but when the ſluces were open- 
ed, the water flowed fo abundantly, that it overflow ed 


the iſland, and drawned the inhabitants. The application 


is obvious. It was an excellent ſaying of Seneca, Rebus now 
8 67" ſed commodo. 1 don't give, but lend myſelf to 
ufineſs, - | x 


3. Caution Remember always the ſucceſs of your cal - 


lings and earthly .imployments is by divine bleſſing, not 
humane diligence alone; Deut. 8. 18. Thou ſhalt remember 
the Lord thy God; for it is he that giveth thee power to get 
wealch. The devil himſelf was ſo far orthodox, as to ac- 
knowledge it, Job 1 10; Hast not thou - made am hedge about 
him, and about his houſe, and about all that he hath on every fide ? 
Thoy haſt bleſſed the work of his hands, &c. Recommeud there- 
fore your affairs to God by prayer, according to Pſal, 37. 
4, 5. Delight thyſelf alſo iu the, Lord, and he ſhall give thee 
the deſires of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord; trufl 
alſo in him, and he ſhall bring it to paſs. And touch not with 
that which you cannot recommend to God by prayer for 


4. Caution Be w 


much as wiſh yourſelves in another, 1 Cor, 7 209, Let e- 


very mam abide in the ſame calling, wherein he was called. 


Pre videnee i iſer than you; and you may be confident 
hath faced Mhings better to your eternal good, than 
you could di, had you been left to your own: option. 
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ſatisfied in that ſtation and imploy- 
ment 1a which providence hath placed yon; and do not ſo 
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” © the dominion of providence over this affair in Prov 19. 


1 n e 
Dye Sixth Performance of Providence. ud 


Thus you ſee the care providence hath- had over you in . 

Four youth in reſpect of that civil imployment to = | 

guided us in thoſe days. | 

˖˖We will, in the next place, confidewir as our tui de, and} 247 

©. the orderer of our relations for us. That providence hath af God? 
- ſpecial hand in this 4 1s evident both from ſeripture I chat 4 
» affertions, and the ackn 

inn that great concernment of their lives, have ſtill owned, In b. 


ich it} duct 
ſo. af 


wiedgments of holy men, who, are 9. 


and acknowledged the 


directing hand of providence. 
Take an inftarice of both. Ife ny 


criptnre plainly aſſerts} ah; 
93 
one-if 


14. 4 + wife. is from the Lord: And Prov. 18. 22. 


of the Loyd. So for children, ſee Pſal. 127, 3. Lo, chilaren 


hem, takes | A 
Ads ſhed; 
er- þ 
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£ a ans ſeen in 3 
* ind agreeablencſs often itions, from we | 
Is very great part a che wy ity _ confforts e 9 2 
Ju bn —— Or, e 11 - 8 $58 
| it tions did not mach harmonize be N ide 
ſs. after. they — 834 lh | 6's 4 F 


ae, ani} ade Theys two. fhal fed; not gegen — py ch oY 

hath a| God's inſtiration, but Une in teſpect bf ove and affectſeß; 

ripture | chat theſe, who ſolarely har rer n obe, | 
ond 5 


who, ¶ are now endeared to a degwe relt re 
ned, in blend. #77de Je ; For this cane foal e 
1 e 1 7 leavers of fe, 2 4 1 be ane" 


) eh eee N 10 * 


v 19. 
8. 22. 4? hats po 4 0 eternal gaad { 
{avvour 4 16. How bruaweſt thou, Oe, El e 1 
leer, How be, ie 0 e whether thou 2 TRE 
his re- Henee i that grave Exliorraji jon 10 the wild eros er- 


ing husband, pu 3.1. to win them by their 
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7 Wee Conduct: CH, 
. (1,) zbtblatudes ygked, to the imbittering 6 
"their lite whoſe re Jay A. Whew: and hindrances both} Pſal. 
5 in ten porals and brit g. Yea, we find an account in 
Crew grace us perſons, a- great part of whole oom 
yk +4 in this world bath been ſplit up this rock. 

s a dſſcreet and virtuous w ada but 10 ansah. 

Archted to a churliſh Nabal; ſee 1 Shu. 25 23. "What 
ation, to the neglect of a khown duty, prevail'd u 

n an reno ned Außen by the means of Zipperah his wife 


90 
50 54. 15 4.25 David had his ſcoffing Michal, 2 Sam. 6 
1 atient Job, no ſmall addition to Al hir other 
| afffickſons 1 the wife of his boſpm, who ſhould have ed all 
'Þ % en a b to him in the day of his trouble 7ob, 19.1) 92) of: 
| No 0 e t. God ſanctĩfies ſuch rods to mis people rect his 
kn new how 1 e his aMi&ons i but Wi 


| .. IPs di! 
2K ed ippe 1 e increaſe of h patience, much more will come t 
14 the] ho. converſe with God under all providence father 
79 "Tweet or bitter.” Nevertheleſs this wuͤſt be ac With m 
F: 93 5 ged to be a ſad ſtroke 9 perſon, and fuchf - 
55 them uf on the working hand, by önfitting the 
1 0 1 L147 . and euts off much of the'comfort of ] 
„ Srooprt 
er ks chere; Io neger enſoy the on 
© OI ai ts f of e: bur are denied the ſight, 3 
leaſt 1 11 ment h abt) © Jer 22. 30. Thus ſalth ty 
4 i rite 205 an hildles, Sc. or Gs if if they have children aggrava 
| * - F adapt oy them; fe. r 2- Thang h they bring up.cli great le 
AY Wh: eu, yet wil 7 berearve Yew, "that there") all 11452 be a mam leſt 1y relat 
y. For for the grave, and have their ex pectatioſ ] 3. 17 
ws 75 i 0 greater, op ro themſelves „them. ; 
5 Is no 1 15 or unuſual thing to fee children ſtudy te 
1 227 pb ations, he greateſt inftrurfients of aMi@ion i your re] 
| 85 paren ts and friends; ſothat, a Ko theirvtherſorrov will ſhe 
7 1 and rr6ables in the world, 'neareWelations bring ap th: 


the ſen 


1. — Sg ſorrows; ny vegreater g 5 hn any other. will giy 

7 patents 73 avecamplained, the tree in th 5 

er =D hex ery heags have beetffved' aſunde T4 
V5 were cut out of thelr dwn bodies 
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The Myſtery. of Providence. * /- i 
Well chen, it God hays; ſes the: ſolitary in families, as it. is 
pt eek, an * for 4 Jholare, given yon 
comfortablecrelations, whith are ſprings of daily comfort 
and reſreſhment to you; you are, upon many accounts, 


2 


And that you maſfſuggerſtand where in that decorum and 
agreeable comportment with theſe providences conliſts, 
take up the ſenſe ul pr duty in theſe brief hints. 

1. Aſcribe to God the glory of all thoſe providential 
works which; yield you comfort. You ſee a wiſe, direct - 
ing, goverhing. providence, which, hath diſpoſed and order - 
ed all things beyond your on projects and deſigns, The 
way of man is not in himſelf, nar is it iu him h walkcth to di- 
rett his qwn' ſteps, Jer. 10 23. Not what you projected, 
but what an higher counſel than yours determineg, is 
come to paſs. Good u,, when God had made him the 
father of a family, admired God in the mercy, G. 32.10, 
With hy fla (ſaid he) I paſſed over this Jordan, awd now 1 
am become two bands And how doth this mercy humble 
and meltihim.? I am not worthy of the leaſt of all the mertiey, - 
and of all the truth, which thus haſi ſhewed unto thy em. 
2. Be exact in diſcharging the duties of thoſe Klante, | 
Which ſo gracious a providence hath led you'Intos. Abuſe 
not the effects af ſo. much mercy and Ipve to you. The 


ly relations, 2 Sam, I. J, 8, 9. 


 ' them. Walk together as co-heirs of the grace of life ; 
Aren ftudy to be mutual bleſſings to each other: So walk in 
your relations, that the parting. day 


* 
o by | 


will ſhoptly break up the family; and then nothing, but 
will give comlort. 4 48 


; , + 1,4 4 38 ; 
The Seventh Perfgrmance of Providence 


were ſolitary. Now let us, in the next place, A another : 
1 9 2 „ "Fgfacioas 


* * 


. a 


engaged to walk anſwerably to theſe gracious providences.  ,. if 


Lord expects praiſe wherever yolW have comfort. This iS is 
aggravated David's fin, that he ſhould dare to abuſe fo. Al 
great love and mercy, as God had ſhewn him in his fangi» 2 


3. Improve rela ions to the end providence deſigns , 


may be:ſweet. Deaf - 
the ſenſe of duty diſcharged, or the neglects par oned,, i 


| 1 < b 1 *2 & 247d * * n N _ 
J. You have heard how Well Providgnce hath performed = th 
its part . planting yon into families who, once © 


Divine Cunduct᷑: Or, 
pricicus formance of providence for us, in mal 
wiſion 2 pr to time for us and bur families 'Þ — 
puttheſz prayidences together in this place, becauſe I find 
Ahe ſcripture doth we Fe cop 167 _ —— the 8 
105 þ from affiiion, and th kim families like a | 
At 15 the promiſes od hatt w one 
Pfal. 34.10 The young lions Iball lack. am ſuffer hunger ; but 
they that ſeek the Lord ſhall not want am good thing.” And have 
you not alſo ſeen the conſtant. performance of it? Cannot 
you give the fame an wer, it the fame queſtion xp pro- 
pounded to you, thar the diſciples did, late 22 35. Since 7 
{ont jou forth, lacked'ye any thing ! and they ſaid 205 Can 
pe not with cob, call him, 75e God that ſed you all your life 
| . Gen 48 15 du ely he hath given bread rot hem that 
fear him ami bea ever minaſul of his covenant, Pſal 111: f. 
To diſplay this providence, we wall conlider it in the 
following particulars 
1. The aſſiduity and Ny of the care of provi- 
gence for the ſaints, Lam 3 His thercies are new every 
Deniz It is not the fuppl y of one or two preſſing needs, 
put a your wants, as they grow from day to day thr. 
"oF 5 'our days, Gen. 48. 15. The God that fed me all my life 
Nog. The care of providence rims parallel with the line 
"ot life. See J 46. 34 Hearken unto me, O houſe f Jo 
cob, and all the renmant of the houſe of Iſrael, which are 
by nic from the belly, which are carried from the weed. Ihe e- 
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1 
we N 70 your old age I am he, and te koar hairs will I carry 
3 I have made, and 1 will bear, even I wid carry, and wil 


3 Lee, ou. So that, as God bid Jſrael, Micah 6. 5 To re- 
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0 frem Shittim wnto Gilpal, that chry might know the 


Fein 3 of the Lerd; 1o would i perſwade thee, reader, 
to record the ways of providence, from firſt to laſt, throngh- 
out thy whole courſe to this day, th t thou maylt fee what 
a God he harh been to thee, "i 
2. The ſeaſonahleneſs and opportuneneſs of its provi- 
fions for them: For fo runs the promiſe, I. qt. 17 Wien 
poor and needy ſeek water, and.there is none, and heir tongie 
. , gaiteth for- thirſt, 1 the pov, 17k ar e 1 the C of | 2 
os wil! not” forſake them; and ſo Watch the performance ot it 
deen. And WIR ** made good e bee 
— 1 bome- 
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The Myſtery of Providence. 


ſometimes in a more ordinary ways God ſecretly bleſſing. 


— a little, and making ir ſufficient fox us and ours: Job tells 


and | 95 Of the ſecret of Cod pon H tabernacle, Job 3g. 4. J e. his 
« on. | fecret bleſſing is 28 tab-rnacies, by realon. whereof. 
vx" 1 is that they ſubſiſt: But it is in an unaccountable way, 

chat 17 to ſo, ſometimes, in an extraordinary, 
le, way, it Rac © 2 1. , | 


their ſupply. So you find in 2 
ave AG? 179.49, 11, 12,13, 14. & cruſe and barrel fail 


* humble ſervant of Chriſt, Mr. John Fex, records a me mor- 
un able inſtance of providence, and ir is this; that, towards. 


lite he end of King VIII. his reign, he went to Land 
bat | where s r that lirtle Bj his friends had 118 
him, or he had acquired by his own 601 ence; and be- 
the gan to be in great want A one day in ſaint Paul's. 
«hureb, ſpent with long faſting, his countenance thin; and 
his eyes hollow, after the ghaſtful manner of dying men,, 
every one ſhunning a ſpectacle of. ſo much horror; ther 
2 came one to him, whom be had never » ſeen before * 4 
+, chruſt an untold ſum of money into his hand "ins bir! 
life be of good, cheer, and accept that ſmall gitt. in good pa- 
ke rem his 'cquntryman ; and that he ſheuld make much 
L. tang h i for that: within à few. days neu hopes were at, 


, ang more gertain condition M livelichood, Thfee, 
4e- gene alter, the, Duigheſs of Rickriend ſent for him to lire 
in her houſe, and he 1 5 to the Earl of Surry's: Chil are, - 


a4 then under ther care. ( 
an Mr. Jſaac Ambreſe,, a worthy divine, whoſe 1 
have made him acceptable to bis generation, in his epifle 


oy amp inſtance in his own caſe His words are theſe; 

P or mine ow part, (ſaith he) Hovever the Lord hath. 
* been 'caple ro 8 

4 „ things, far 25 
* thereof, I Have many times obſerved to much of his 

* culiax, providence, mg 2 * bave been vel 

1 „ much. een, and de raiſed by 

« mire his grace, When af * + y er an hard dif; bent. 

« atzon, {which not meet to mention, wherein 

4 ee 9 all Ry of wonted 28 


7 e but a poor pittance of outward 
le 


\ 1 
4 16 * 92 4% 7 . 
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5 Mr. Samuel Clarke, in the lite of that paiful and 


to the Karl of Baaſord, prefixed to his Left Things, gives a 


ſs his name FL yet, in the income, 
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Ae a the Vhtert of redet hr 3 tamily 
4 a run low: I Went to bed with ſome ſtaggerings and 
;brings 12 the fountain's letting out itſe lf for our re- 
. reſhingg bur c'er I did ag ake in the morning, a letter 
auas brought to my bed. fe, which was ſigned by a 
choice friend, Mr. Ant hony Afb, av» ich reported ſome 
« eng ected breaking out of God's goodreſsfor my com- 
«Hort: bs Theſe are ſome of his lines; Nur Gd, who tat h 
given you n heart thankſully to recerd your experiences of his 
gedaueſs, det. fm cxperiences for your en:buragetvent- New 1 
fel report one, wich will raiſe your ſpirit roward the Gba of your 
Ae. Whereupon he ſweetly conclbdes, © One morſcl 
God's ꝓrbviſion, eſpecially when, i comes in un- 
Expeſted, and upon prayer, when wants are mgft, will 
e moxe leer gg ſpiritual reli, than all former en- 
45 joy ments were.” 
The wildom of providence | 1 our brit ns And 
this is giſcovered in two things: (1:) In pro 8 
tte quantity, not ſatisfying our extravagant wiſhes, but 
hy Miran our real 1 As our * 7 175 


ot Hack wantonneſs, Phil. 4. Gu ot Joy 
1 * WN and this hath ſy 2 't £144 
.V Re 2 belt a ſeſt men, who Jefired ae thies #1 its han ng. 
„ So Jacob, Gen. 28 a, go Au, Prov. * 8, 9. W 
3 |" providence: conſiders condition as pilgrims and ſtran- 
F 3 r aye "4 allots th e wiatirem proviſion, Shi is needtul 
4 our e It know A miſchievous irrfluence 
* - of winel, 2 redundancy upon moſt men, tho ſanctified, 
And bow apt it is to make them remſs and ſorgetful of 
| Hod, Prat. 6. 12. that their hearts, Iike the moon, ſuffers 
un eclipie when it is at the full; and ſo ſuits and orders 
All ro their beſt advantage. (2.) Its wildom is much dil. 
Docred ia the manner of "diſpenſing our portion to us. 
Et many times ſuffers our wants to ach hard and many 
| *E fears to ariſe, out of, deſign to ma * the care anch love 
| 


Sol in the  ſopply, Voir 8 3. Provideriget Mortler the 
L, that faith and prays yer comin 8 Wants and 


e ANT. 


plics, the. goodn 


INE | 

1 our wer" 17 8 N And 
- 4 15 No * 
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And ndwilet me beg you to confider the good 
providence, that hath provided for, and fuitably ſupplied 
you and yours all your days, and never failed ydu hither - 
to: Aud labour 
fach mercies. In order | wheunto, let me. preſs a ſe r 
ſuitable eaurions upgn yoop. Ws | 
(1.) Beware; that you forget not the care arid kindneſs : 
of providence; which 'your eyes have ſeen in ſo mH 
fruits and experiences thereof. It was God's charge again 
Ijrael, Pſal. 106. 13. That they ſoon forgut bir. wondsdus wur. „ 
A bad heart and a ſlippery memory deprive men of the 
comfort of many mercies, and defraud God of the glory 
due for tem. | g 
(2.) Do not diftruſt. providence in future exigencits, 
Thus they did; Pſal. 78. 20. Behold, be frote Tek. es 


< 


the whters giſbed our; and the fireams oultjawed - Can he give .. 1 


bread” 4 Can he provide: fleſh for hit people? How, pn rea)" 


ſoriable und abſurd are theſe queries of unbelief, Ehpeci.l-: .4 


ly after their eyes had ſeen the pgwer of God in eb e 
traordinary eſſects?? 190, e 


We. nor murwur and regret under nem ſtras 
is is a vile temper; and yet how incident to , 


wants preſs hard pon vs ! Ah! did we but rights 


derftand what the demeri: of fin'ts, we would rather au of 
mire the bounty of God, than complain of the ſtrait- haad st 
ednels of providence. And if we did bur conſider; that? 
there lies upon God no obligation of juſtice r gratitude 
to reward any of dur duties, it would cure our murmurs, of 
Cen. 3 3. 0. 40,37 19628, eee 


you, * which providence hath appointed, and one d you: 
y ourſely6&Will judge it ſo to be. F r 


(„i neglect pmyers when ſtrazes betab a! 


Yowfes ns providence. giſpenſes all, and you: thre ypand 


ir; thereſbre apply yourfelves to God in che times 0. 
need.? Mis is evidently included in the promile,7 „ A. 
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hand: o { 3s 


alk ſditably ro your experiences of 


* x E {4 & 1 1 
F l 3 . 


ö LS - WET Z2- $5 Jen I: 
(4. Do not ſhew the leaſt diſcontent at the lat and - 
port ion providence 6arves out to you, O that yeh would. 
be well pleaſed and farisfied with all its appointment? 
Say as Pa. 16. 6. The Ines are, fallen unto me” in pleaſant 
Plates; gra have à owdly heritage. Surely that js/belt for 


I $77 e 4 D 4 1 7 865 Waris +521» | = 
"7 . 5 3 pe . L * [a e f 
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3 ef the ar, that know not whefe 
and yer God provides for them. 
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13 by the operation of internal N 
urch againſt the feſh ; ſo chat ye cannot do the things that 


mi 1 am here engaged 
be providence of God is the'grea N 
tos world of fin, which elſe would break forth like an 


uss: God providentially 


Divine Conduct Or, 


17. as well as expreſleil in the com 
member God, and he will not forget you. 
(6) Do not diſtra@ your hearts with ſinful cares, Mat. 
2, 26. Qonſider the fowls of the ain (faith, Chriſt ) not 

BE fowls at the door, that aig daily fed by hand; but thoſe 

to have the next meal ; 

Remember your relation 

10 Chriſt, and his engage ments by promiſe to you, and by 


ilte ſe thir 
with all . dee of providence. - _ 
The Eighth Performance of Providence. 


be next great advantage and merey the ſaints recelve 


from che hand of providence, is in heir preſervation ſrom 


t ſuares and temp of fon, by its ming care over them. 
That 'previdence wards: ems a deadly ſtroke of 


+ temptation, and ꝓuts by many a mortal thruſt which Satan 


makes nt bur ſouls;'-is'a truth as manifeſt as the light that 


* ſhißeth - "This 1s included in that promiſe, 1Cor, 10, Hh 
- God will; with rhe renpration, make a way te gehe, that ye 


may be able to bear it, Providence gives an out. let for the 


bwul's eſcape, when it is * up into the dangerous ſtraits 


wo emine nt ways whereby the 
of rempration is broken in believers One 
grace, Gal. 5. 17. The ſpirit 


of remptation, There a 
force and efficac 


you would; 7. e. 'Sanctificarionggives ſin a miſcarry ing 


F womb. after it hath conceived in the ſoul. The other 


way, is byithe external wotking 


of providence ; and of 
to ſpeak. | 


t Obex, and hindrance 


overflowing flood from our corrupt natures, It prevents 
abundange of fin, which-elſc wicked men would comm t, 
Gen. 19. 11. The Sedomites wore greedily purſuing:thcir 

hinders it by —— them 
te che prophet; providence 


blind. Jrroluam intends to mi 


imerpoſed and withered his arm, I Kings 43, „ + Tous: 
doo Execute their wickedneſs, providence glaps on its man- 
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mand, Philip, 4. 6, re- 


work your hearts to ſatisfaQtion and content 


14 4 
ſea ſona 
profect 
ny nic 

Sam 


And 


ed befe 
night i 
ſeaſona 
and, nc 
therein 
houſe, 
felf car 
buſineſ 
could r 
the ger 
now (a 
was go! 
prevent 

S. 8 
whereb 


The Myſtery of Prouigence. 


ory 77 their bands cannee nn. n 25 4 1 


tion then remains in g 
themlelvesyn 
did ny ue 


10 18 much c 
that they would Ft 


e 


55 of themſelves: 
of keeping themſel yes 


of them han 0 
they mn te conſcierice 
eir hearts and ways, y 
of fin, that, if providen-e did for lay 


00 daily 
wo *fulh 


* 


or, ok ; 


3 14 | 


Sometin'es by ſtirring, up others. to interpoſe wah 


ir would (more trequertly than it. doch ) dae 
1 them. And this it doth divers ways. 


an evil deſign, Thus Aigdl-mects David 


— counſels, which effetually dillwade them 45 f 


pf nme, and « diſfwades him rom his evil. purpoſ 


1 Sam 41 34. 


And I find it recorded (as on another 13 1 nat” 


* before) vt that holy man Mr. Dod, that be 


nicht in his ſtudy, be was ſtrongly moved (tho 


7 at 


ſeaſonable hour) to viſit a gentleman of his. E eee 


and, not knowing what might be the deſign of 

therein, he obeyed, and Teng: When he oY 
houſe, after a few knocks at the d 
tb him, and asked hin 
buſineſs to him ? Mr. Ded edel. No; but that þ 
could not be quiet till he had ſeen him. 
you are ſent ot God ar this hour, for 


now (and with that, takes 


rele 
© 4 5 — out of his Hor 1 


dence 


to mne 


or, the K pes | 1 F 
„Whether he had a | 
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And thus was the miſchief 


was go to deſtroy myſ 
; going © 


2. Sotnetimes by hind 


(ering * means and page 


whereby the evil itſelf is prevented. Thus, 
pur had joined himſelf with that e kin 
to build 2 at 9 to go to 


Hef 2 


hes 


bench e deſig 
as v0 bead „ bn, 
© hte in the Miſe 
Bags, Phat whillt he 


A the ſhips W 
res written 95 


" Oxford; ne had nin 


acquaintance with Mr. e a good ſcholar, but a 
firong 3 owing 


" * It n att 51 
8 27 


d parts, at 


as Wor thi 
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| V. | 


fol al: , _ 


* * 
'24Vantage, and uſed 's en d ts | 
vantage, many *arpumen s to pet wade him to you h 


de reconciled to the church of Rome, and to go over with 
| to the. Engliſh ſþ Seminary, alluring him be ſhould, be 
: 7 02 mel all nece ies, an bf Sg: gold W 
| ing, at that bo A in ming. and: purſe, 
Sev 4 motion, eh da Wc e was appointed | 
_— Lancaſhire, where they. ould meet, and tal Abe "Fr 

7 be obe; but Mrs Anderton came not, and lo. c cſcpp- hands 
| the ö 
1 Sometimes by layin ſome ſtrong affliction upon the ys 
ink to prevent by lyk Bf. And gation meaning pw 
of Hoſes 2. 6. 1 will hedge up her way with thorns, | Thus Ba- 
KS, a long 15555 Jen 8 a — ar 


F 
aulibad a thorn in the enger of | 


n- ſent to Chir And this. e 
F oo e pride i in him, 2 Ce 12. 7. 
imes ſin is preyented i in the ſaints, by. ner 

ak of pl minds at the; ER oracle 15 
hus, w ful. morions, began to xiſe in: 28554 
from — e. x {he "wi ed, and 12 ca afflicted 
ht, that he begen to think all 
ligion, was little petter than 
. fey '; be i 1s 155 A the ag and-the temptation diſ- 
* FL ved, by going into the; f = where 8 ſhewed 
bim Yow 7 tale new: wee ſure ſons. arid t ings: To 
Ice hem e not their preſent 
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BEE * if providence of God "pravents.the 
and that test, 5741. The righteous 16 
c "kg 
of ele With Trang, trials nd emptayions, wh 2 
1 5 Lag, "2. Ade ail 35” axe, 0 
\ l the * . 


6 li of his people, by. removing m out of the way of 
eg to: come, , the, cvik of. fn. 4, ella, 
re 
Aray ing 015 it is, wien ro- 
Nor cenfidery 215 admire the, 
.” 


Free, by. # lg, wbihlenfe am 6 
hep the Lo: Tees his people. (pixized, ad 
-vidents, f o be disbanded by 42 of dar! ma 
RS i _ Se 


I wos wrooght for you in a way of prevention, it may be 
mM to] you had this day been ſo many Migor” Mfſabihs, Hd » as 
| the heart of Devid melted 2 that preventing provis 
dence | fore-meritioned in 1 Sm. 2. 24 He bleſſeß 
Lord, the inſtrument and | by Which his 


ſelves of a few particulars about this caſe. As, 


= hurried you on towards fin, fo that all the inherent grace 
"3 you had coald not withſtand its force, if providence” Rad 
n the not prevented ĩt in ſome ſuchi method as yoaus have heard} 
ning Jam. 1. 14. Every mam it tempted when he it Aron away of 
Be- bis own uſt; aud entichif.” You find yourſelveslbur Jeathens 


-ach, in the wird ot remprati 6+, 4) \> "hr 
Pry 2 How near you wie" WAS broug re me vie > . 
er of | and yet ſa ved by a merciful hand « 

"lou in 72 
aloft gone, 


ever you not ſay with him in Prov. 5.5 14. 

2.7: midi ot all evil; or as Pſal. 7 7% 25 My fer wake F 
Fier | my fieps had wel nigh, JFaden; O merciful” providanthy rhas 
Jod. ſtept in ſo opportunely to your relief! E Cie 
ind, | 3. How many have been ſuffered to fall p the L 
icted of-remptattohs; to the reproach of religion, * 
k all of their own con ſcienees, to that degree, war te Ne 
than never recovered former peace Main; - Bur vad In the... 
diſ. world, de void of comfort to their dying day? :?: 
ed 4. How woful your caſe had been, if ch Lord hed * 


eng Ny Rely of "Brovideuce ot. if 


was prelerved from ſin. Do but feriouſly- berHinie yal = 
1, How vour corrupt natures have ofren' Jenpditoufly. Vl 


_ To | mercifully. ſaved you” from many thoaſand-fewptarions, 


ſent that have #ffadhted you? Itell you, you catinor-eftimazs . 
| the mercles you poſleſs by means of ſuch' providenges! | 
the Þ Ate your names ſweet, and your conſciences peaceful, t wort - 
y of | mercies"as dear to you as your two eyes? Why, furelys. 
5k you owe them (if not wholly, yet in great mcaſmre) to 
the alds and uſſiſtandes providence hath given'yow'all-as+- _ 


long th a/ y you dave paſſed ro the dangeroug-wmpes! | 
Al elne F ac ga of (5 234+c427; wb 
ard Hh ia tothlh obligation'of 
gro- aM ind ee I FL nett $758 | 


rms | ie Thar you- thinkfally own in, D your 8 
pro eſcapes from m io, | #ecitdetits,” or wo = 
e e 4 

BEL RIEL 018 OY $3: 7.8 be rnd 1 
*:. 4 „ „ 14 
2 3 * * . M: | 42 1 5: a | | 
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„ eee Or, 
* FP you . tempt not providence on the. other 

hand, by an men, reliance upon its care over you, 

without taking all due care of yourſelves. Keep yourſelves 

le love of Goa, Jude 21. Keep your hearts with al 5 
2 4. 23. 0 providgnes, A Wn pe 8 wy - 
wap ob your duty, 24.4 2B 


Die Ninth Performance of Providence. 
* *% W 
ty . "1 SIRE providence hath hag over your 
| in preventing the ſpigirual dangers iſeries that 
elſe would have befallen in the way of temptation : 


* for your bodies, and with hom great tenderneſs it hath car- 
| | 1 in iti n. „ e hazards and danger: 
1 2 He is called che of Iſrael, that never ffambereth 


„ Pial.. 21, 4...the preſerver of men, Job 7 ++ 20s 
To le the glory of this providence before you, let us 
take ipto- tion, The perils into which the beſt of 
men ſometimes fall, and the way and means by which 
Provide relerves them i in thoſe dangers 
dere ate manifold hazards into which me arc often 
Al in this world, - The apoſtle Paul gives us a general 
1 - agc6urif of his dangers 16, in. Cor. 11. 26. And how great 
. == wonder is it, that our life hath not been extingui- 
„2 in dme df choſe dangers we have been in ? For, 
. Have pot ſome of us fallen, and that often, into very 
3 Piel and diſeaſes, in which we have ap- 
0 3 to the very brink. of the grave? and have, or 
might have, ſaid wit 1 Hezekiab,' Iſa. 38. 10. I ſaid. in the 
. 22 to N ebe 2 ow 
ve of my years. Have we not often 
EY om? and our bodies at that 
= like 4 leaky ſhip in a ſtorm (as og, aptly-re- 
les it) that hath taken in water an; every de y ill it 
Pr fink ? Net hat God: p | 


- and } ous as: well as eber. What a 
wonder is 4 Crazy body ſhould be — 
2 n Surely; 


4 * more . ee to ſee a Vice glaſ pals from 
ars, and 


tene 8 e "i 


In the ner place I will ſhew you, that ir hath been us leſt 


4 42 
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which he ſolemnly 


co 5 fl jon he 
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fill to remain v hole,, notwithſtanding many knocks and 
falls it bath had. If yon enjoy, bealth or recover out ＋ 
ſicknefles, it is, beca uſe he puts none of theſe diſeaſes u- 
thee, ar becauſe he is the Lord thy Phyſician, Exod, 
26. | 
> And bow many dcadly dangers hath his hand refs 
ed fare of you from, in thoſe years of confuſion and pu- 
blick calamity, when the ſword was bathed in blood, po” 
made, horrid-flaughter, when, it may be, your lives' were | 
often 1 for a prey ? This Dawd put a ſpecial res 
mark u pon, Mal. 140. O Ggd the Lara, the ſirergth 10 
R I 2 haf! covered my head in the day of lattlee 
ing in Fraxce in the firſt civil war, and there to 
fed on N down for two and twenty months, r 
ſix-hundercd delive "from dangers in that ſpace, for 
gave God thanks in his laſt: ent. 
If the ſword deſtroyed you not, it was becauſe ey did 
not give it a: commiſhon ſo to do. 

3. Many of you baye ſeen wonders of lane upon 
the deeps, —— the hand of God hach been ſignal! 
ſtretched forth for your reſcue and deliverange his 
Pan exprefled in Pſal. 107. 23, 24, nn 27 {nb 

I have elſewhere opened at large) cprgernitag "ORE 8 
may ſay in a proper ſenſe, 'what the Pfalmi e 
photically ,Pſal. 124. 1. & 4. Vit had not been the Lord hs. 
en aur ſide, then the 1 bad overwhelmed us ; the Grams had 
goue over our ſoul, To ſee men, that have {ent fo maß 

cars upon the ſeas 8 your lives have continually. - 

anged.in ſuſpenſe before you) atrainto-your years, when 
you could neither be * among the living not the 
dead (as ſeamen are not) Oh, 8 cauſe have you to a? 
dore.your great 2 | I thouſands * your cor 
panians are down, and you are yet here to praiſe 
the,. Lond among the. living. You have, bordercd nears 
m others, and often been in 
ſeas; ſurely ſuch, and o m 
upon you fot molt thankful "or 


\ To. card -- ig how innumerable he: 3 
ow lah of, which hath cut off E 0d 
nne ee 


— 


i Diem Or, ' 
- privative and poſitive mercies of this Kind, are mote in 
number than-the hairs of your heads. Many thouſands 
ot theſe dangers we never ſaw, nor were made ds, 


| of; but tho we fad them not, our God did 
| brought us us our of danger before he brought ys into 
Soche have been evident to us, and thoſe fc remarkable, 
e cannot chink or ſſ peak of them to this day, k bot our 
date freſhly aftectect with! thoſe metcie. 
MF 3 of our famous Jewel; ow * me be- 
nin queen Mar 's rei ws th uiſition Taking hold 
Ora he fled ebe > dy night „ dor provi- 
2 — 1 the road, he leaped the inquiſitors who 
ſited” him: However he fell — 3 into another 
dent hazard of life; for, up and dn in 
e Had, he fainted, and lay ding in the way, Pant- 
and labouring for life; at which ime Mr. Latimier's 
| E and ſaved him. 
It Were caſy to multiply: examples in his kihd, hjftoties 
Sbanoding with them; but I think there are few of us, 
ut are furniſhed out of our own experience abundantly ; 
that 1 ſhWſ1 rat . to preſs home the ſenſe of theſe 
i. BY videpces upon yon, in order to a ſuitabſe turn to the 
5 of your mere ye m, than add more inſtandes of 
= this kind: To this Purpoſe, I defire- you ſcrigully. to 
. Weigh the following particularss. 

AN. 4 what you owe ro providence for your pro- 
teftion, by which your life hath” Been protracted unto 
**5 is day, with the uſefulneſs and comfort bref, Look 
= abroad in the world, and you may daily fee ſome in every 
# 1 whe are objects of piry, bereaved By fad accidents 

of all 'the comforts of Ie, whilſt in the* mean time provi- 
* Hthce hath- renderly preſerved: yon, Kit: ng al your homer, ſo 4 
ut none of them It broken, Pſal. 74.120.” Is nbt che elegant uy; 
ad comedy ſtructure of thy body ſpoiled,” thy members ydu't 
1  Morked, ede ſo man y ſetts © t tie ul fulde fs of | thts 
1 a part geprixed? 'Why, this & b 1 whi 
| i ver qufftediirs hand bf he dine ih et Der ehe NF nigh 


Womb, but with a watchful eye ink rehiffer band hath” | 745, 

(> 8 gs, 42888 and” yep ah 38388 27 

onſiger, how ever en ſo obe N 
1 ah Marty ne vert El. 3 N 


ens : re” * 8 
8 4 | n * . 


. Me) of Providence: | 


apainſt che Lord; antl that, not only in the days of ye y 


uNregeneracy, wher ye yielded your members as inſtrument + 
Aare into fin , as the Speſtle ſpeaks in Row 6, 1 
LD, ou gave them vp in covenaht unto 
as” Ke 1 Oc to his ſervice: And ve; 
art Jence been over the! ou | 


Ferch 
how bebe Rich N Afffict you in every part, and 1 
25 evil u pon every 5 82 that hath been Fotrumeges 


oral Feit? bar Of ow great have compaſiien 

rowa ou, and his 1 85 Foo, F MP | 
Conſides, what is 9 aim of providehce in all the | 
ales caxe it hath manifeſted for you ; why i you it proc, 
_ you 6 afliduouſly, and 1 r no evil to befal . 
chat ou thai 9004 our bodies for | 
70 0 55 {nh ourſe ves wel « t ſervice be. hat Fane * 

u to? Doub ell this is the end ana tevel of” ſe mer 
ork for elſe, to. what urpoſe are they affe led v 
Your” bodies are A, part of Chriſt's purchaſe, 38 well as 
r ſbuls, 1 C. 6. 19 They are committed to the, 
charge and tatelage of angels, Heb. 1. 14. who have pe 
won matly 8 ſor them. Thiy are <dicated . 
youtſelves to the Lord, and that upont e highe unf 95 
Rom. 12 7, "They have alrea . n the Rb. pow as 

rake of _— dies in this "on 52 55. Fa 9 0 ſhall) parc 
take of ſingular glory and hap inęſs in the or T4 
Philip. 3. . . ſhall hy y not the het LR > 
a, cheerfully” worn” out in his Rrvice 7.4 hy 1 

it is they ſhould be ſo? Why de e ſo 8540 


"xo God, if they mould not de uſed for G 
"os he tenth ber formguee, 7 2 1 7 4 5 


111. tam © 


4 0 eck. heard; man wer ar thin xrmed , f | 

e divine x e 7 5 Tre 2 4 
there d bn emliien? favour 1 on .th Jaints,. xk 
whi Pac no et been cool d, and e! Ie. 9 
ider ing 1 And chat 1 18, The aid gnd 3 = 


te or of the brebt work a of wort fe ation l 


1öttifesnegß Pour ful ections and palbons, 
Pe dr po 3 un. 6 1 
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| 76. Divine Conduct: Or a4 8 
. — evidence of" n t See netz i 
| a. 3. 24. Rom. 6. 5,6, 7,8, 9 the ve 
It 1s our ſafery in the hour of e ia chi 
tips in the world are through tuft 1. 4. 


— 


td our, 


þ| r inſtrumente! fitne ſs 1 ſervieg, 
= it 4 m. . 21, John 15. How er 
= ils terefore muſt that Kc: by. which this ble work. 
arried bn upon them? 

w, there are two means or ee i played in 
his work. Tue Spirit, who eſlects intern A a | 

: 55 And Providence which aſſiſts it exreſply e 

kl it Indeed is the principal agenr, upon whoſe opperation . 
| ſucce! this work depends; ; and all the phe. IDEs. 
world can never cftc& it wittiour him. But theſe 


_ nfEfecondary and ſubordinate meats, which, by the bleſ- 
_ fp of, pirit upon them, have a great ſtroke of the. 
work: "How they are fo ſerviceable to this end and par- 


dle, 1 wal open in the follow ing account. 

. - "I, More generally, The mah wiſe” God ordars the. 
1 Sevtatiene of 2 in a bleſſed ſubordination, fo, 
CF the v ork of the Spixi There is a ſweet harmony be 
on them in their ids workings. They all meet in | 
mit one Bleſſed iſſue, which God "hath, by the counſel, 
cet bis will, directed em to, Eph. I. II. Rem. 8. 28. 
. ec it is, that the Spirit is faid to be in, and order the 
we ; motions of the wheels of providence, Exzeck. 1. 20. 
I they 


ve together by conſent. Now one great 
Wo. -p2 5 the it's internal work being to deſtroy fin in 
me people of God; ſes how comformable to his 2 
external providences are ſtcer'd and ordered in the fol 
WA ing particulars... 

I. There in all the regenerate @ ſtrong . 
— . 0. and in that lies a principal part of 
1 this Pau ſadly 2 1 Ram. Fo: 
"i LY Fob 1 2730 As law in my. e warri g 


. mind, and bringing © ori c „ 4 
* Is fr Bring members : r 7. Fur | 
dais grief. O Ws th hind, totorbear 90 5 92 — 
dat deve God 1 God not made an'h 1 — us, and 
"> nn 12 * hi lows ; 5 9 there i a grone-, Þirb i 
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The Myſtery of Provieence 
nei in nature to break; over the hed ge, and W . |} — 
the very rell Cgations of the ſpirit of God in us, Now, ſee +» 
ia chis caſe, the concurrer ce and aſſiſtance of providence, | 
| forthe prevention of ſin: look, as the ſpirit — pas, « « 

ſiſts thoſe fin fab inclingrions ; ſo providence exter "Ox 
Jays bars and Blocks in our way to hinder ang prevent ſim: 
And-this is the meaning of thoſe places larely cited, Hefem: 
2 6 & 2 Cor, 12. 1 0 Job 33. 17, 18, 19 There is. 
45 bo OG r .inflicted on this very ſcore, 80 
Jo - Oh! bear them them E 

— rn ded Wersten. * was ſorely grie ved v 
an otra head-ach ; he carneſtly prays it might be 
removed ; God removed it: But no ſooner was he freed. 
of this clog, bat he. fel inordinate motions of! 
which made him pray for his bead-ach again. 80 


wight be with ming. of us if ur clog were 88-46 Kin) 


A e begebe u genic and 
2 2 fr, te ſerbear ſen, becauſe I the rid aſe. 
Wee 7582 have higher N 2 1 


pine thay. theſe. * . 
F ih ipirit 5 75 7. 2 
ſel, Solution; Indeed it is ſo, — this is the ſole e r * 
8. ipal reftraint from fin: When a m. u nec 8 
be, aauſe ol the intrinſick filch, but only decay . 
0. [troubleſome conſequents and. e ſtects. Rage of is! 
* 1 58 the ig the ſaints, under 3 
ons; 2. As t ave high ves: 
Su Principles, ſo they fot lower and Eb e ble +4 io, 
= nd theſe are, in ttteir kind and ple very uſeful te them. 
j 2.) Beſides, you muſt know, that afflictions work in 2• 
on PPother way upon gracious hearts, to reſtrain them from 
.of in, or warn them agaiuſt fin, than they deupon others. 
% Wt isnotf much the ſmart ot the r  whichwthey Keel, as 
%. be tokens of God's diſpleaſure, which affrights and. ſcares; 
ſm, bem, J 10. 7. Thos rene weſt ti witneſſes againfl me, &c. and 
it bis is chat which priacipally affects them See Pal. 6. _ 
gs. P Lord, ne me not in thine anger, neither chaſlcn me . vn 
nd hy ler ati(pleagget ; And Jer. 10. O Led correct me, | 
nen, ith jangerent, thine anger, leſi thou bring me te , 
A. ind eizo o low and e aftzument , 8 
3 wo K . (2) Now" 


Au 
1 ö 


x 


— ——————————— 
I dne Ghar 0h, ,, 
N 2. Notwithſtanding this double fence of God's eam - 
1 Rand: and preventive afflictions, yet ſin is too hard for 
me beſt of men: Their corruptions carry them through all 
d fin; and when it is fo, not only doth the Spirit work 
internally, but providence alſo wolks exterpally in order 
to their re duſtion. The ways of fin are not only made 
bitter unto them by the remorſe é conſcience, but by 
thoſe afflictive rods upon the outward man, with which 
God alſo follows it; and in both reſpecte, I find that 
place expounded Ec, 10. 8. Wheſo bre#heth. an hedge, « 
ſerpent ſhall bite him, If, as ſome expound it, the Keage be 
the /aw of God, then the ſerpent is the remorſe of conſcience, 
and the Tharp teeth of affliction, which he ſhall quickly 
i feel, if he be one that belongs 4ggGod- 
BE Phe deſign and aim of theſe afflictive providences, is to 
porge ad Cleanſe them from that pollution into which, 
3 8 have plunged them, Iſa, 27. 9. By this jball 
= WD! Jacob he purged, and this is, all the frair ro take 
away iff, To the ame purpoſe is that place, Pjel,*119. 
85. Before w offified'1 wht aſtray, bur wow 1 Habe kept thy 
= wo, Theſe afflictions have the lame uſè and end to our 
ſoule, that froſty weather hath upon thoſe cloths that are 
laid a bleaching; 11 * the hue, and make it whiter, 
Which {ers to be the allufion in thoſe words, Dan. 11. 
dau of them of underſtanding fhall fall to try them, and 
= - 0.20 E, and to mike them tee 
== ta nd here may bequeried, pon what account affi tion: 
ae Pirge abi the iuiquities of the ſaints ? Ii it not wna- 
enable md ver 
Mang which ine peculiar honour of his blood ??: 
1 Solution. It is conteſſed, that the blood of Chriſt is the 
only lavatory, or fountain opened for fin, that no. afflic - 
tions, ho many, or ſtrong, or oontinual ſoever they be, 
Can in Themſelves purge away the pollution of fm, ab ue 
ſe in wicked men, who are afflicted, and afflicted, and 


nes of hell, how extreme, univerial ang eotitinual 


1 


* 1 5 * | * | 4 = © * 8 N 
t yet, this binders not, but that q ſanctifjed affliction, 


* 


nourabie to Chriſt, to attribute that i 


| 4 > 5 in afflicted; and yet, nevertheleſs fiche : And the tor- 
| Meer they are, yet ſhall never fetch out the Rain ot one 
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ſuck Bleſſed effects upon the ſoul. Tho? a croſs without 
a Chriſt neyer did any man good, yet thouſarids have been 
beholden to the croſs, as it hath wrought in the virtue of 
of his death for their good. And this is the caſe of thoſe 
ſouls that this diſcourſeis concerned about, 

© (3.) We find the beſt hearts, if God beſtgw any com- 
fortable enjoꝝ ment upbn them, too apt to be over- heated 
in their affections towards it, and to be to much taken 
up 'with' Von ar; > comforts, This alſo Me we th; the 

great power ſtrength of corruption in the peop le 

o God, Fan 1d f by ſome means or other be mortifig "in 
them. 

This was the cafe of Hezekiah ; his heart was too monde 
afft cted with his treaſueſſs, ſo that he could not hide 


vain· glorĩdus temper, as you find Ia. 39, 2. and ſo go | 


David, Pſal. 30. 7, he thought his mountain. . his. 
kin dom, and the ſplendor and glory of his p reſen c ſtate? 
had ſtood ſu faſt that it ſhould never be move. 
The ſame good man, how did he let out his Web e * 
affe ct ions upon his beautiful fn A ſahm as appears by 
the doleful la mentation he 3 at his death, priting him 
above his own u life which was of a thouſand times: more 
worth than he. * 
So Jonah, when God raiſed op 1 gourd tog him 
ſhelter him from the ſun, how: excellvedy was he ou 
with it, and was exceedingly glad ot ir 22 ad .. 
But will God offer things to ly thus? Shall the cred 


ture purloin, and draw away our _afte@ionffrom Him 
H. And. 


No, this is our corruption, and God will pu 
forth providence to {mire thoſe 


creatures on which our affections are either inordinarely+ - 
or r Dye let out, or elſe to turn them into B 2 
ſmite us by „ 
Is Hexe too much paffed/up wich his full ehe. 
Why; thoſt very abe rape he boaſted of i ic well 
of it,; 6. 
hug ing frimſelf u 1 — a of hes hw 


Is 
| bilicy- of | wy tp rag Lo, how ſoon Godihest — 
clouds all, 175 I's Alſalom dored on, and 5 
— far into — bo father! $ heart? thißſhall be che 


all ſeek alter his fachers lik” 355 | 
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Fs and pity af lach 


a, worin to ſinite it, Jouah 4. 6, 7. 


pride of the heart, and ſhews the vanity that is in it. 
you: read, Pov. 27, 21, As the frning pot for ſilver, and the 


Oo 
of am 


80 Divine Conduct: Or, 
Is Jomab ſo tranſported with his gourd? God will prepare 
Ho many hu*bands, wives and children hath provi- 
dence ſi itien upon this very account? It might have 
ſpared them longe: it they had been loved more regul- 
arly, and mozerarely, This hach blaſted many au eſtate, 
and hopgfu! project; and it is a mercitul diſpenſation tor 
our good. 4 
(a.) The ſtrength of our unmortified corruption ſhews 
itſelf in our pride, and the ſwelling vapity of our hearts 
when we have a name and eſteem among men; when we 
are applauded and honoured, when we are admired for 
any gift of excel lency that is in us; this draws forth the 
do 


um asg for gold, fd i, A man to hig praiſe, i. e. as the furnace 
will giſcver what drolis is in the metal when it is melted, 
fo will praiſe and commendations diſcover what. pride is 
in ihe. heart of him .that receives them, This made a 
good-man ſay, He chat praiſes mey wourdr me, And which 
I more ſtrange, gt corruption may be felt in the heart, 
even when the laſt breath is ready to expire. It was the 
fay ing of one of the German di vines, when thoſe about him 
xacounted,, for his cncouragement, the many ſervices he 


| had; done for,God, auferie i gnem, (ſaith he) adbac enim pales 
as habro, Take awny the fire; for there is ſtill the chaff of pride 
ime. To grucity this corruption, providence tak<s off 


the. bridle of reſtraint from ungodly men, and ſometimes 
permits them to traduce the names of God's ſervants, as 
Shim did David's: Yea, they ſhall fall into diſ- eſteem 
their friends, as Paul did among the Corinthjans ; 
and all this to keep down the ſwelling of their ſpirits at 
the ſenſe of thoſe excellencies that are in them; The 
deſign: af the ia providences being nothing elſe, but to ia 


S fitide from men, Vea, it deſerves a ſpecial remark, that 
| when ſome good men have been engaged in a publick and 


eminent work, and have therein, it 


| may be, too much 
ſought there own applauſe, God hath wicheld uſual, aſſiſt · 


anes at ſuch times trom them, and cauſed. them to falter 
ſin their work, that they have come off with ſhame 
how ready and preſential —— 
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they have been at other times. It were eaſy to give divers 
remarkable examples to confirm this obſervation. But I | 


paſs on, | 
ſhews itſelf, in raif. 


(5:) The corruption of che h 
ing up great expectations to ourſelves from the creature, 
and projecting abundanc? of feliciry and 'contentment 
from ſome promiſing and hopefil enjoyments we have in 
the world, This we find to have been the caſe of holy 

5 in the days of his proſperity, Job 28 19. Then I ſaid,"1 
ſball die in my neſt, I ſhall multiply my days as the ſand. But 
how ſoon were all theſe expect tions daſh'd by a gloom 
providence, that benighted him in the ,noon-tide of h 
proſperity ; and all this for his gaod, to take oft his heart 
more fully from creature expectations. We often find, 
the beſt men to over-reckon themſelves in worldly things, 
and over- act their confidences about them. They that 
have great and well grounded expectations from heaven, 
may have too great and ungrounded expectations from the 
earth, Bur when it is ſo, it is very uſual for providence 
to undermine their earthly hopes, and convince them by 
experience how vain they are. Thus Haggas 1. 9. the 
peoples hearrs were intently ſer upon proſperous provi- 
cences, full harveſts and great increaſe; whilſt in the mean 
while no regard was had to the worſhip of God, and the 
things of his houſe; therefore providence blaſts their 
hopes, and brings them to little, | 

(6.) Corruption diſcovers urfelt in dependence upon 

reature-comforts, and ſeuſible props. Oh how apt are 
he beſt men, to lean upon thoſe things, and ttay hem- 
ſelves upon them Thus did Jfrael ſtay themſctves oon 
Egypt, as a feeble man would lean upon iis ſtaff, but 

d ſuffered. them both ro tail them, and ound them, 
Exck. 19. 6, „ 8 Sc for ſingle perſons, how apr are they 
to depend upon their ſenſible ſupports! Thus we lean 
on our relations, ard the inward thoughts of our hearts 
are, that they ſhall he ro us ſ maiy tprings of comfort 
to refre ſh us throughout our lives; bur Cd will ew 
85 by luis providence our mittake and erte in theic things. 

bus an husband ie ſwitteu, dre the on Bf a vife 

carer I Gogh in qcnendeuce b him, 1. 5, 3. 80 
terchildten, ve ate apt to lay of mi chüd, as mer, bf 
2 en "TILE i | . | * 1 Now 
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Noah, Gen. 5. 26. This, ſame ſhall comfort 47; but the wind 


Palles over theſe flowers, and chey eee teach 
us, that our happi;:eſ; is not bound up in theſe enjoy ments, 
80 lor our eftaies; * che A ſmiles upon us, and 
ve have got a warm „how dowe propheſy. of reſt and 
peace in thoſe acquiſitions, minding, with good Baruch, 
great things for ourſelves; but providence, by a particu. 
neral calamity, overturns our projects, as Jer. 45. 4, 
all this ta reduce our hearts from the creature to 
God our only reſt. 1 5 "RES 
(.) Corruption diſcovers its ſtrength, in good men, by 
their "adherence to things below, and lothneſs to po 
hence. This often proceeds from the enga ing enjoy 
ments and pleaſant fruicions We have here below. Pr. 
vidence mortifies this inclination in the ſaints, (1,) by kil. 
ling thoſe enſnaring comforts before-hand, making all or 
. moſt of our pleaſant things to die before us. (2.) By im 
bittering this world to. us, by the troubles of it. (3.) By 
making lite undeſirable, ,thro* the pains and infirmitic 
ue feel in the body; and ſol ſing our root, in order i 


our more gaſy full by the fatal ſtroke. 
= 85 WP DI $2 * ; 


KI OS + $4: j 4 k 
And thus I have finiſhed the ſecond general head. But 
before I paſs from this, I cannot but make a pauſe, and 
deſire you with me, in an holy amazement, and wondet 
at the dealings of God with ſuch-poor worms as we are 
Surely God deals familiarly with men! his conde ſcenſio 
to his own clay are aſtoniſhing ! All that I ſhall note at 
preſent about it, ſhall be under theſe three heads, where 
in 1 find the matter of my preſent meditations ſummec 
up by the Pſalmiſt, Pal 144. 3 Lord, what is man, that thi 
rakes knowledge of him ? or the ſon of man, that thou mak 
accounts of him? And in this ſcripture you have repre 

ſented | Way: + # 

| 1. The immenſe and tranſcendent goodneſs of God 
who is infinicely above us and all our thoughts, Job 1 1. 7 
- 8,9. Canfi thou by ſearching, find out God . fand 
the Almighty unte perfection! It is as high as heaven; wii 
cant chen do: areper than hell; what cant thou know?! II 
mec ſurt thereof is lnger than the earth. and than the (oli. 
; —2Chron, 2. C. The heaven and hemyen E lier vt 
- coxtain him, ——Exod. 15. 11. He is glorious in fa "ot Py "vv 


or 
5. an 
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wind fal in puaiſet, doing wonders, When the ſcripture ſpeaks of 
teach him canparati-ely, ſee how it expreſlcy, his greatneſs, 
ente J 40. 15, 16, 17. Behold che nations are 45 the drap of 
„ and bucker, and are coantea ate jog; of te balanc hits 
ft and be taketh up the iſles: 4 "very li hing. And al is 
Baruch, not ſufficient; to burn, nor the beaſts thereof ſutfitiext for a burnt- 
articu. offering. Al nations before him are as nothing, and they ate 
45- counted to him leſs than nothing and vanity. When the holieft 
ure to} men have addreſt themſelves to him, ſes with what humility 
and deep adoration they have ſpoken af him, and to him ! 
en, by Ia. 6. 5. Wo is me for I am widone, becsuſe I ame man of in 
to go clean lips, aua I dwell.in the midſt of a people bf unclean lips ; 
en} wa mine eyes have ſeen the king, the Lord of hoſis. Nay what a» 
ſecs the very angels of heaven have of that glorious 
by kl Majeſty, you may ice, ver. 2, 3. Each one had fn wings, 
all of wih twain he ccvered his face, aud with twain be tovered i, 
By im feet, and with tmain he did fly, And one cried unto anther, and 
3.) E /aid, Holy, holy, jah is ebe Led of hoſts ; the whole earch it full 
rmitil / þis.g 
rder i 2. Tue baſeneſs, "Mile . unworthineſ of a_ 
I yea, the holieſt and beſt of men before God, 1 9 
Verily every man, at his beſt. eſtate, in alrogether 25 
. BUY man, tale where you will ande very man, in his Hef e 45555 8 


e, ane ſtapding . in. nis freſheſt glory, is, not only vanity, but Pu 1 
w onde! gether vanity. Col Adam col, Hebel, every man is evety 
e de yanry. For do but conlider the belt of men iti their 
enſio extraction, in their conſtitution, 25 in their out ward con- 
note at dition. 6. 1 
where (19 h their. extraction, 1. 2 3. By nature children of 
Umm path even at others... The blood 15 runs in our veins, is 
hat tl as much tainted as theirs i in hell. 2 

: (2.)- Capſider them in their conſtit ons nd natural 

temper, nd it is wo bene, yea, in pa; a worſe temper 


than in reprqbates: And ths' grace depoſe fin in them 
from the tlirone; yet oh! what offenſive and God-provoking 
corruptions daily break out of the beſt hearts! 

(3) Canſider them in their ourward condition, and 
they are inferior (for the moſt part) to »thers, 1 Cor. 1. 
: "NF 26,37, 28, &: og Marth. 11. E. 1 thank thee, O Father, 

f abt wo hat thou haft ni theje things from the wiſe „ 

"= 2 "a baler. "i 
1 (4) And 


that deſign which all providences are ia purſuit of, and 


| ed, Lud what ig man? 


13 8 us ſbeak his eſteem of us? J 27 


Devin, Dad; „„ 


3. And now Jefu us confider and admire, that ever this (See | 
great and bleſſed God ſhould be ſo ymuch concerned, as forth 

have heard he is, in all his providences, about ſuch publ. 
ve deſpicable worms; e are He needs us nor, but i 8H (6 
|  perkaly bleſſed and y in himſclf-without us. We denti 
can add nothing to him, Job 22. 2. Can à man be Profitable millrin 
| to God? No; the holieſt men add nothing to him; yet, Þ (7 
1 fee how great account he makes of us. For, to ce 


| (1.) Doth not n electing love be ſpeak the dear God 
F +. *- port ef he made of 'us, Eph 1 +5 Howe antient, how been 

free, and how aſtoniſhing i is this act of grace! This is f the 
here 
3 
ath; 
derty 1 
behalf 
Jews by 
auſe u 


will not reſt till they have executed. 

( 2.) Doth not the gift of his only Son out of his boſom 
ſpeak this truth, That God makes great account of this 

vile thing man? Never was man ſo magnified before. If 
1 David cout ſay, Pſal 8. 3. When I conſider the heavens, the 

-work of thy hands, the 9 1 _ the lars which thou haſt ordain- 


Ho och more may we ſay! Iny as, 
when we de th Son. hd y in thy boſom, his in · be forg 
finite exc n 4 u nſpe akable 5 to thee; Lord, % 0 1 


1 Is man, t k uch {Chriſt Houtd be delivered to 
garb forthim ! for him, and not for fallen angels! Heb. 
3. 16, tor him "ob in a ſtate of enmity with God ! Rom. 


5 Doth not he affiduiry of his providenrial care for | 
as any hurt it, I wil. 

> keep is night and day. HPaithd-owerh ws his eye from the vigh- Nhat in 

teoxs;Job 36 7. no, not a moment ali cheir days; for aid oncerns 

he fo, a thouſand miſchiefs in that moment would ruſh in lace, to 


upon him, and ruin him. flect 
's "(4.) Doch ny the e tenderneſs of his providence ſpe ak t all * 
his e ſicem of us? % 66 13 At one w | bir mother come les. 
. forteeh ſo will I comfort» you. He comfofts his (viz. by re- This 


der 


the fo 


tre ſhing providences) as at induigent mother her 0 
1 Th 


chi d. 80 J 31 5 As birds ſhirg (uy . they 
when their 4 are in danger) ſo he 4 e g handed i 
- forketenderneſs in che creature can thai 00 arctic 


* 1 re: Creator. | 3 We: Jr mere 
FELT he val jety & me rage pr ov Y 22 ne 4 
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The Myſtery of Providence 85 
y this See P/al. 40. 5. It is a fountain from which do ſtream 
>, as forth ipiricual and temporal, ordinary and extraordinary, 
ſuch Ipubl ick and perſonal mer.ies; mercies without number! 
dut is | (6.) Doch not the miniſtration of angels in the provi- 
We dential kingdom ſpeak it? Heb. 1. alt, Are they not all mi- 
fitable uri ng ſpirits ſent forth, &c, 
yet, | (7) Doth not the providence, which this day calls us 
to celebrate the memory of, beſpeak the grear account 
dear God hath for his people? O if not ſo, why had we not 
how been given up as a prey to their teeth! See Pſa). 124. 
his is Hf the Lord had not been on our fide, then wicked men, 
„ and there compared to fire, water, wild beaſts, had devoured 
O bleſſed be God for that teeming providence that 
aſom Math already brought forth more than ſeventy years li- 
f this perty and peace to the church of God. I ſhall move in 
. If pebalf ot this providence, that you would do by it, as the 
1, the ew by their Purim, Efth. 9. 27, 28. and the rather, be- 
rdain- auſe we ſeem now to be as near danger by the ſame ene- 
ſay ! Iny as ever ſince that time: And if ſuch a mercy as this 
is 1n* pe forgotten, God may ſay, as Judges 10. 13. I will deliver 
Lord, , 10 more. 5 


The Third Ceneral Haed. 


AviNG proved the concernments of the people of 
God to be conducted by the care of providence, 
and given inftances in the ten laſt-named heads, 
hat influence providence hath upon thoſe intereſts and 
16 Foncerns of theirs among the reſt ; we come, in the next 
uſh in lace, to prove it to be the duty of the people of God to 

flect upon theſe performances ot providence for them, 
ſpeak It all times, bur eſpecially, in times of ſtraits and trou- 
r com- Yes, 
y re*Y This I will evidence to be your unqueſtionable duty, 
cender / the following particulars, 


8 1} 1 This is our duty, becauſe God hath expreſly com- 
7 


anded it, and called his people to make the moſt ſerious 
flections and animadverſions upon his works, whether 
mercy. or judgment. So, when that dreadtulleſt of all 
dgments Was executed upon his proſeſſing people for 
Air apoltafy from God, and God had removed the {ym- 
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86 - Divine Conduct: Or, 
bols of his preſence from among them, the reſt are bid to heſe a 


1 Arca 6. 5. Remember, G 72 people, from Shittim me Gil- and th 
£9 at 


Jou reſſect not upon that ſignal providence, my fairhful. 


+ So for God's wofks of of providence about the creatures, 


to God; and fo much appears by that ſcripture, 1a. 26. 


4 


in his word, Pſal. 28 4, 5. and Ja. 5 12, 13. Yea; God 
for this ſin, Job 34. 26,27. 


. Ghoſt hath aſfixed thofe 
ot the works of providehce in ſcripture: All which do 


o 
= 
* 


affixed to that double work of providence, Hat. 
gien. Selah, So at the opening of every euſtwhid 
+, _ "Contains a remarkable ſeries or branch of provi 


* 0 - 
1 
1 i 


ROWS. 1, 2, 3 44 5> 6, 3. Come and tas cm 
a eG > 1 $. 9 3 


of * 7 * 
* * * 9 
+ - 
\ 


g f. e. by their medirations, (to "ſend at leaſt their if no f 
thoughts) to Shiloh,” and ſee what God did to it Jer. 7. 12. 1. 4: 
So for mercies, God calls us to confider and review them, F Pra 


ſervati: 
(al. 10 
pf men 
priſone 


y lang 


gal; that ye may know the faithfulneſs of the Lord: ꝗ. d. If 


neſs will be covered, and your unfaithfulneſs diſcovered, 


we are called to conſider them, that we may prop up our 
faith by thoſe conſiderations for our own ſupplies ; Marth, Lo {ear 
6. 28. conſider the fowls and lilies. | ROY 

2. It is plain, that this is our duty, becauſe the neglect provide 
of ir is every where in ſcripture condemned as a fin, To the y 


be of an heedleſ. inobſervant temper, is very diſpleaſing 404 
8 0 | 


t. ſhe 


dbſervat 


11. Lord, when thy hand is liſted up they will not ſee,” Nay, it 
is a fin, which God threatens and denounces a woe againſt 


dot only threatens, but ſmites men with viſible judgment 
3. And for this end I purpoſe it is, that the Holy, 5. W 


otes of attention to the narratives 
n upſpe 


aith live 


invite and ca l men to a due and deep obſervation of them, 


So in that great and celebrated work of providence, in de- the hea 
Me ring Jjrael out of Egyptian bondage, you find a note off the peop 
atremtion twice fixed to it, Exod. 3 2, 9. Somwhen that 2 pr 


daring enemy Ralſbaleſ (that put Hezebiah and all the peo ones 


ple in ſuch a conſternation) Was defeated by providence wh Key 
ar, 


latch, 16, 


= 


defige, n 


Rat chm 


particuladly is attention SE to every 


2 
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| The Myſtery, of Providence. ® 87 5 
d to cheſe are very uſeleſs and ſuperfluous additions in ſcripture, 
heir lif no ſuch duty lies. upon us. See Þſal, 66, 5 ö 
4. Without due obſervation ot the work of providence, 
o praiſe can be rendered to God for any of them. Praiſe 
and thankſgiving for mexeies depend pon this act of ob- 


1. c ſervation of them, and cannot be performed without ir. 
ful. Pl. 107. Is ſpent in narratives of God's providential care 


zem, 


ered, Pt. men.—— Te his people in ſtraits, ver: 4, 56 T0 
8 riſoners in their bonds, wer. 10, 11, 12, To men that 
_ y languiſhing upon beds of fickneſs, ver. 17, 18, Ig —— 

o ſeamen upon the ſtormy ocean, wer. 33. n. — 


N en in times ot famine, ver. 33,0 ver. 40. Lea, his 


leg Providence is diſplayed in all thoſe changes that fall out 
8 Ton the world, debaſing the high, and exalting the low, 
aſing ver. 40, 41. And at every paragraph men are ſtill called u- 
5 don to praiſe God for each of theſe providences: But wer. 
7 t. ſhews you what a neceſſary ingredient to that duty 
* bſervation is; Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things ;, * © 
Go en they ſhall nderfland the loving kindneſs of the Lard. + So 
. he, of neceſſity, God muſt be defrauded of his praiſe, if 
: his duty be neglected. A 
Holy 5. Without this, we loſe the uſefulneſs and benefit of - 
ates Uthe works of God for us and others, which would be 
ich don upſpeakable loſs indeed to us. This is the food our 
then ith lives upon in days of diſtreſs, Pſal. 74. 14. They brak- 
„the heads of Leviathan in pieces, and gaveſt him to be meat 
the people inhabiting the wilderneſs , i. e. food to their faith. 
rom proyidences paſt, ſaints uſe rd argue to freſh and 
ew ones to come. So David, 1 Sam. 17 « 37. The Lord 
at delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and ont of the paw of 
e bear, he will deliver -me out of the hand of this Philifine, 
«Yo Paul, 2 Cor. 1. 10. Who hath delivered, and in whom” alſs © 
inge truſt, that he will yet deliver, If theſe be forgotten or 
& conſidered, the hands of faith will hang down.” wo 
eb. 16. 9, How is it that you de not remember, neither 
r? This is a topick from which the ſaints have uſed to 
vhid aw their arguments in prayer for new mercies, As 
Joſe Numb, 14. 19. whenhe Pray for continued or new 
aon for the people, he argues from what was paſty .& 
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J. 51. p, 10. argues for new providences upon the ſameſ certa: 
Bronnd Moſes pleaded for new pardons, every 

6. It ip a vile lighting of God, not to obſerve what of of hi; 
himſelf be manifeſts in his -providences. For in all pro- for 3 
videvces, eſpecially in ſome, he comes nigh to us: He doth I mann 
lo in his judgments; A. 3, 5. I will come nigh to you inf be 


I Judgment, He comes nigh in mercies alſo, Pſal. 145. 18, ſpiriry 


The Lord is nigh"unto all them that call upon him, &c, Vea, Ah ſit 
he is faid to viſit us by his providence when he corrects, I[Chriſt 


. Hoſea 9. 7, and when he ſaves and delivers, Pſal, 106 4.lof the 


Theſe viſitations of God preſerve our ſpirits, Job 10, 12. and p 

And it ̊ à wonderful conde ſcenſion in the great God toſſfollow 
viſit us ſo often, Job 7, 18. Every morning, and every moment, 
But not to take notice of it, is a vile and brutiſh contempt 


of God, Ia, 1. 3. Zeph, 3. 2. You would not do fo by a 


man for whom you have any reſpect. It is the character SF 
of the wicked, not to regard God's favours, J. 26. 10. l/ C, 


or frowns, Jer. 5. 3. hearts 


In a word, men can never order their addreſſes to God ſingle a 
in prayer, ſuitable to their conditions without due obſce-Juhat u 
vation ot his providences. Your prayers are to be ſuĩtableſ .o the 


to your conditions ; ſometimes we are called to praiſe, ben 
7 | . * 2 * * . — S old, 
ſometimes to humiliation. In the way of his judgmentiſtherefo. 


pos are to wait for him, J/s, 26. 8. to prepare to mect you, be 
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Fim, Zeph. 2 1, 2. Amos 4. 12, Now your buſineſs i 1 L. 
to turn away his anger which you ſee approaching. And bickwa: 


'* ſometimes you are called to praiſe him for mercies recel! 
ed, Iſa. 12. 1, 2. but then you mult firſt obſerye them. 
+, Thus you find the matter of David's pſalms Hill varied, 

according to the. providences that betel: But an inobſer- 


your liv 
member | 
erg of ol 


| 2 wer. | 
3 vant heedleſs ſpirit can never do it. And thus you have rt 
| the grounds, of the duty br ie fly repreſented; we pals wo it wergtneſ 
—_—  - to, 4 * 4 — Let me 
| | x .. ” + © F | a; * * | | | you to * 
7 | 92 ä | "T7 * lives, it 
Tue Fourth General Heal. from che 
„„ c Lending 
r Us in the next (according to our method props reaking 
ch proceed to ſue w, in whar manner we are to ref ben, i 


ett upon the performances 
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De Myſtery of Providence , 89 
ſameſ certainly, it is not every {light and tranſient glance, ner 
every cold, hiſtorical, unaffecting rehearſal, or recogattion.- _ 
nat of lot his 'providences towards you, that will paſs with God, 
pro- for a diſcharge of this great duty: No, no; it is another 
dot I manner of buſineſs made moſt of men underſtand it to 
you in be. O that we were but acquainted with this heaven 
. 18. I ſpiritual exerciſe! How ſweer would it make our lives“ 
Yea, Ah firs! You live enftranged from the pleaſure of the - 
rect, [Chriſtian life, while you live in the ignorance or neglect - 
06 4. Jof the duty. Now, to lead you up to this heavenly ſweet 
), 12.Yand profitable exerciſe, I will beg your attention to the 
od to follow ing Directions. . 


The Firſt. Direction. 


Labour to get as full and thorough recognitions of the providences 
» 10: / God about you frani firſt to laſt, ar you are able. O fill your 
hearts with che thoughts of him and his ways! If 2 
> God ſingle act of providence be ſo raviſhing and tranſporting, 
obſc?- what would many ſuck beg it they were pre ſented together 
ntableſlto the vic w of the ſoul ? If one ſtar be fo beautiful to be- 
raile, Bbchold, what is a conftellation? Let your reflactions, 
men"Stherefore, upon the a&s and workings of providence for 
mect you, be full exrenſively and intenſiveiy. | 
1. Let them be as extenſively tull as may be. Search 
backward into al] performances of providence throughousʒt 


eceil your lives So did Aſaph in Pal, 3. 11, 12. 1 wilt - 
m. fprember the. works of the Lord; ſurely L will remember thy wen- 
ariedMiers of old 1 will meditate of al thy works, and talk of thy de- 


jobſer- gi. He laboured to recover and revive the ancient pra- 
idences of God, mercies many years paſi, and ſuch a treth- 
ſweerneſs out of them by new reviews ot; them.. A firs. 
Let me tell you, there is not 1uch à picaiant hiſtory for 
Jon to read in all the we das the hiſtory of your own _ 
ies, it ou Huld but fir (-2wn, and record to yourſelvess | '* 
from che beginning hitherro, what Gad hath been to you 
land done for you; What k mani ſtations and ot- - 
apo breakings of his ruercy, , faithfulneſs. and love, there have 
75 rel been in all the conditions you ht ve paſt rhro'; H rr 
As bearts de det melt before hou have zone half throagh 
n E 3 th e that 
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that hiſtory, they are hard hearts indeed. My father th 


guide of my youth. 


2. Let them be as intenſively full as may be. Let not 


your thoughts ſwim like feathers, upon the ſurface of the 


waters. but fink like lead to the bottom. The works of « 


Lied are great, ſought out of all them that have pleaſure therein, 


Pſal. 111. 2. Not that I think it feafible to ſound” the 
depth of providence by our ſhort line, Pſal. ). 19. Th 


"way is in the ſea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy fot 
® feeps are net known; but it is our duty to dive as far as w 


can, and to admire at the depth when we cannot touch 


the bottom. It is in our 2 providences, as it Was 


with Elijab's ſervant when he looked out for rain, 1 King: 
18. 44. He went out once and viewed the heavens, ant 
ſaw nothing; but the propher bids him go out again and 
again, and look upon the face of heaven ſeven times; 
and when he had done ſo, what now faith the prophet? 


O now, faith he, I ſee a cloud riſing like a mant hand; and 


then, keeping bis eye upon it intent, he ſees the whole 
face of heaven covered with clouds, So you may look u- 


pon ſome providences once and again, and ſee little or 


nothing in them, but look ſeven times, (7. e. meditate of. 
ten upon it) and you ſhall ſee its increaſing glory, like 


iat increaſing cloud, 


+ There are divers things to be diſfinctly pondered and 
valued in one ſingle providence, before you can judge the 


mount and worth of it: A | 
18᷑. The ſcaſonableneſs of mercy may give it yery great 
value. When it ſhall be timed ſo opportunely, and fall 
out in ſuch a nick, may make it a thouſand fold more 
conſiderable to you than the ſame mercy would have been 
at another time, Thus when our wants are ſuffered 0 
of one at} extremity, and all viſible hopes fail, then o 
have relief given in, wonderfully enhances the price 0 
F .- ſuch a mercy Ja. 41. 17, 18. 1 
2. The peculiar, care and kindneſs of providence: to ut 
Is a conſideration which exceedigply beightens the merch 
© Ifelf, and endears it to us. So When in general calam! 
ties upon the world, ov 
Providence, covered under its wings, when God ſpall cal 
yp us in evil days, Come my people, enter thes im thy- n_ 


e are exempted by the favour a. 
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Rev. 12 16. The earth helped the woman, God hath bowed, 


his people, who de ſitzned nothing but evil aud miſchiebzo =: 
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Die Myſtery of Providence. 9 
bers, as it is in Ja. 26. 20, 21. When ſüch promiſes ſhall 
be fulfilled to us in times of want and famine, as P/al. 33. 
18, 19, When others are abandoned and expoſed to m 
ſery, whe have every way as much, it may be much more 
viſible: ſecurity againſt it, and yet they delivered up, and 
oy! ſaved: Oh, how endearing are ſuch providences ! 
Pjat. 91. 7, 8. »»Þ | , „ IS T7 

2 The introductiveneſs of a providence is ol ſpecial 
regard and conſideration, and by no means to be neglect- 
ed by us. There are leading providences, which, how 
Night and trivial ſoever they may ſeem in themſelves,” © 
yet in this reſpect juſtly challenge the firſt rank among 
providential favours to us; becauſe they nſher-in à mul- 
titude of other mercies, and draw a bleſſed train of hap- 

py conſequences after them. Such a providence-was that, 
of Jeſſe's ſending David with proviſions to his brethren 
that lay encamped in the army, 1 Sam. 17.17. And thus e- 
very Chriſtian may furniſh himſelf out of his own ſtock 

of experience, it he will but reflect and conſider the place 
where he is, the relations that he hath, and the way by 
which he was led into them. 1 15 
4. The inſtruments imployed by providence for you, 
are of ſpecial conſideration, And the finger of God is 
clearly ſeen by us when we purſue that meditation. For, 

Sometimes (gun mercies ſhall he conveyed to us by 
very improbable means, and more probable ones laid a- 
ſide. A ſtranger ſhall be ſtirred up to do that for youy: 
which your near relations n nature had no power or 3 4 
to do for you. Jonathan a mere ſt ranger to David, clave co 
re to him, and was more friendly and uſetul to him, than 
his on brethren, whq deſpiſed and ſlighted him. Miniſters 
have found more kindneſs and reſpe& from ſtrangers 
than their own people that are more obliged tochem, 
Mark 6.4. A prophet (laith Chriſt) i vt. without bonour, ſaver > 
his own country, and among his own lin, and in hi:own bouſe-+, 
Sometimes by the hand of enemies, as well as firangers, ! 


the hearts of many wicked men, to ſhew great kinducſ 1 
his 2ople, A. 28. 2. YR f 10 * Ta . 
ometime; God makes uſe of inſtruments for ood 10 


them- 


* 


= 9% _-- Divine Condutt: Gr, 
them. "This 5 ph's brethren were inftrumental to hls 
- © advancement, in that very thing, wherein they deſigned 
© Ms ruin, Cen. 50. 25, f , 
- = 5. The defign and ſcope of providence muſt not eſcape 
our thorough conſideration, what the aim and level cf 
-.. providence 15. And truly this, of all others, is the moſt 
Warming and melting conſideration. You have the ge- 
neral account of the aim of all providences, in Rem. 8. 28 
Anil we know that all things work taget her for good, to them that 
bee God. A thouſand friendly hands are at work for 
"them, to promote and bring about their happineſs, O! 
This is enough to ſweeten the bitrereſt providence to 
us, that we know it ſhall turn to our ſalvation, Philip. 4, 
17— 1 *. 
6. The reſpect and relation providence bears to our 

prayers, is of ſingular conſide ration, and a mcft taking 
and ſweet meditation. Prayer honours, providence, and 
Providence honours prayer, Great den is taken of this 
in ſcripture, Gen, 24 45. Dan 9. 20. A. 12. 12. You 
ba ve had'the very petitions. you asked of him. Provi- 
deences have born the very fignatures of your prayers 
= upon them. O how affectingly ſweet are ſuch mer · 
% 8 RR ORE 1 
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_ 5: l your obſervations of providence, have 4 ſpecial reſpett 
eu word e God, which is Julſilea amd made good to you there 


S is e 7 * 1 
This is a clear truth, that all providences have relation 
do the written word, Thus Selen, in his prayer, ac- 
= knowledges that the promiſes and providences of God 
est along ſtep by Rep with his father David all his days 
dss that his hand (put there for his providence) had ful. 

fled whatever his mouth had ſpoken, 1 Kings 8. 24. 
_ So h in like manner acknowledges, that Nor one goed 
%a bad failed all the good things. which the Lord had ſpoken, 
.. 23. 13. He had carefully obſerved what relation 

the Works of God had to his word, He compared them 
together, and found ati exact harmony. And ſo may you 


too, tf you will compare em, 4e did Th 


| 1 — 4» 


and not only their end, 


ſelyes ſurrounded: with a marvellous light, and ſes the 


5 
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The. Myftery of Freie. — 
This I ſhall the more inſiſt upon; hecauſe.i i by om 
interpreters ſuppoted to be the very ſcope of the text:; 
For (as was noted in the explication) they ſupply and I 
the ſenſe with que promiſit, the things which he hath prp- 
miſed ; and ſo read the text thus, I will cry ne God mot 
high, te God whe performeth the things he hath promiſed or 
Ne. 2 as N | ,M ow 
| Now, tho' I ſee no reaſon to limit the ſenſe ſo narrow- * 
ly, yet it cannot be denied, but this is an eſpecial part of 
its intendment. Let us therefore, in all our reviews of 
providence, conſider what word of God, whether it be of 
threatning, caution, counſel, or promiſe, is at any time - 
made good to us by his providences, And hereby a two» . 
fold excellent advantage will re ſult to us. 1 
1. This will greatly confirmtous the truth of the ſcrip= 
ture, when we ſhall ſee irs truth ſo manifeſt in the even. 
Certainly had ſcripture no other ſeal or atteſtation, this 
alone would be an unanſwerable argument qf its divinity. 
When: men ſhall find, in all ages, the works of God 
wrought ſo exactly according to this model, that we ma 
fay, as we have read or heard, ſo have we ſeen. O ho 2} 
great a confirmation is here before our eyes!  _. # 
2, This will abundantly direct and inſtruct us in our 
prefent duties under all providences. We ſhall know - 
hereby what we have to do, and how to carry-ourſelves 
under all changes of condiilons. You learn the voice ah 
errand of the rod only from the word, fal. 94. 12, The 
word interprets the works of God, Providences'in them... 
ſelves are not a perfect guide: they often puzzle and en- 
tangle our thoughts; but bring them to he word, and 
your duty will be quickly manifeſted, as Pſal. 54," 15. 
17. Until I went into t 1 then 1 underſtood their end 
ar his own duty, to be quiet W 
an afflicted condition ; and not envy their pere 1 
; Well then, bring thoſE providences you have paſt hid 
or arg no under, to the word; and you will find yours 8 


verification. of the ſeriprures in them, I ſhall hergtore 
here appeal td your copſciences;* Whether you Have bot 
tound 'rhe(e events ot {providence falling oat agreeably-in 
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Dine Condutt: Or, 
Www 7 The word'Yells you, that ic is your wiſdom that in- See 
' © tereſt to keep cloſe to its rules, and the duties it pre- 
Teribes; that the way of holineſs and obedience is the wil. 
eſt v ay, Deut. 4. 5, 6 This is your wiſdom. | mifin 
Now, let the events of providence to ſpeak, whether || Some 
this he true or not- Certainly it will appear to be ſo, J dure 
whether we reſpect our preſent comfort or future hap- Treaſe 
N both which we may {ee daily expoſed by departure blow 
from duty, and fecured by keeping cloſe to ir, Let the no ge 
queſtion be asked of the drunkard, adulterer, or prophane | <2<e* 
ſwearer, when by fin they have ruined the body, ſonl, e- | covlc 
ſtate and name, Whether it be their wiſdom to walk in Tl 
"thoſe forbidden paths after their own luſts? Whether | founc 
they had not better conſulted their own intereſt and com-  13- 
fort, in keeping within the bonds and limits of God's rule 
Af commands? And they cannot but confeſs that this their Cann 
wah 7s their foly, What fruit (ſaith the Apoſt e) hd je in 20. 
e hoſe things, whereof you are now aſhamed ? For the end 7 boſe 4 
rns death, Rom, 6. 21. oth not the providenee of | may 
* God verity upon them, thoſe threatnings that are written, 
nin che experience of all ages? Prov. 23 29. w. 21. Chap. 5. 9. thoſe 
_ Je 31. 12. Prov. 5, 10. All which woes and miſeries Ver 4 
= they eſcape that walk in Gods ſtatutes. Look upon the 3. 
| mined eſtates and bodies, you may every where ſee, and rea" 
” /Þbchold the truth of the criptures evidently made good in (| C2" 
 - "thoſe ſad providences | in th 
28. The word tells you, that your departure from the confi 
| way of integrity and. fimplicity, ro make uſe of ſinful and 
policies, ſhall never profit you, 1 Sam. 12. 21 Prev. 3. _ 
A 70 Let the events of providence ſpeak to this alſo: Ask Ce 
As move LD Exper tence, and you ſhall have a full confirma- whe! 
<4 tion of tis truth: Did you ever leave the Way of ſim- lean 
plicity and integrity, and uſe finful ſhifts, to bring about 1 
Four own defigns, and proſper in that way? Certainly 
* "God hath curſed all the ways of fin ; and whoever finds 
them to thrive with them, his people ſhall not, par! trom 
could not rely vpon the Lord, bur truſt in the tavdow | Pity + 
oft; and whatadvahtage had hey by this finful-po- et o 
3 bo Met 1 1. 2, 4 4, 5. * N whe great deal mode 
al finful policy to cover his wicked fac It proſper? 
1 a — 7 f * Fe * T ay | e 
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which is due to God, Jer, 1). 5. 
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See 2 Saw, 12. 12. It i an excellent note of Livy, CH 


callida, prima ſpecie leta, traftatu aura, eventu trifiia. din 


tal policies in their firſt appearance, are pleaſant and pro- . 


mifing, in their management difficult, in their event tad. 
Some by finful ways have gotten wealth; but that ſerip. 
ture hath been verified in their experience Prov. 10 2 

Treaſures of wicked men profit nothing, Either God hath” 
blown upon it by a ſecret curſe, that it hath done them 
no good, or given them ſuch diſqueitneſs in their conſei · 
ences, that they have been forced to vomit ir up, ere they 


could find peace, Job 11. 13, 14, 15. 


That which David gave in charge to Solomon hath been 
found experimentally true by thouſands, 1 Chron, 22. 12, 
13, That the true way to. proſperity, is to cloſe to the 
rule of the word; and that the true reaſon why men 
cannot proſper, is their forſaking that rule 2 Chron, 28. 


20, FO 5 
Tis true, if God have a purpoſe to deſtroy a many he 


may for a time ſuffer him to ſycceed and proſper in his ſin 


for his preater hardening, Job 12. 6. But it is not ſo u 
thoſe whom the Lord loves; their ſinful ſhifrs ſhall ne» 


ver thrive with them, 6 3 
3. The word prohibits your truſt and confidence in the 


creature, even the greateſt and moſt powerful "_ 


creatures Pfl. 146. 3. It tells us, that 'tis better to 
in the Lord than in them, Pſal, 118. 8. It forbids aur 
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confidence in thoſe creatures that are moſt nearly ally\d” 


and related in the bonds ef nature to us, Mcab 7, 5; It 
curſeth the man that gives that reliance to the creatu, 


> 25 ' * 
Conſult the events of ee in this caſe, and ſee 


lean upon an Egyptian reed, and did it not break under 


yous and pierce as well as deteive you? O how offen 


ath this been evident in our experience? Whatfbc ver | 


we have over-loved, idolized, and leaned upon, God hath. 
from time to time broken it, and made us to ſee the vd 


nity of it; fo that we find, the readieſt courſe ro begrid 
ot our comforts, is to ſer our hearts inerdinately or im- 
modcrately upon them; for our God is a jealous God, 


0 * 


"6 
* 


. 
W724. '» | * 
"oe ” p K 
4 


> 


= 
1 


whether the word be not verified therein? Did vow ever 
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is full of examples of perſons deprived . of their comtorts, 
husband, wives, children, eſtates, Cc. upon this account, 
duc by this means. If Jonah be over-joyed in his gourd, 
à w@ m is preſently prepared to ſmite it. Hence it is, 
7% 2. ſo many graves are opened for the burying of our i. 
-.. "dols&out of our fight. It David ſay, My mexntain ſhall fh 
_ fro, ! ſha! net be moved; the next news he ſhall hear, is 
e. darkneſs and trouble, Pſal. 30. 6, . O how true and 
faithful do we find theſe ſayings of God to be! Who can» 
not put to his ſeal, and ſay, Thy words are truh? 


of affliction and ſorrow, and that there is an inſeparable 
Connection betwixt them, "Numb. 32. 23. Be ſure you! ſin 
. ol ſnd you" oxt ; . e. the ſad effects and afflictions that 

Follow it ſhall find you out; So Pſal. 89, 30, 31, 32. 
0 bis forrs fer ſale my lam, I will viſit their iniquities with rod. 
& > Enquire now at the mouth ot providence, whether this 


=_ .buryour own experiences, and you ſhall find, thar juft ſo 
= providence hath ordered it all along your way; + When 
i you grow into a ſecure, vain, carnal frame, but you 
" 12. ſome ron ing ſtartling providence ſent to awaken 
Wen did you wound your conſciences with, guilr, 
add did not wound you for it in ſome one or other of 
beloved enjoy ments? Nay, fo ordinary is this with 
Bd, that from the obſervations of their own frames and 


", Vc at hand. wa ; 

+ Edo not ſay, that God never afflicts his people, but for 
deir fin; for he may do it for their trial, 1 Pet. 4. 12. 
Vor doll ay, hat God follows every fin with a rod; for 
mould nd before hic? Fal. 130. 3 But this I 
. M, that it is God's uſual way, to 99 the fins of his peo- 
bie with rods ofafflict ion, auch this in mercy to the ir ſouls. 
3 * 3 this account it Was, chat the r of God was upon 
Dai, in a Tong, faceelfion of troubles upon his kingdom 
ire prevaneation of his-2 Sam. 12. 
465% And, if re M od carefully Tearch out the ſcedg and 
Principles of thoic miſeries dnder which we or buts do 
y | 4 * o 7 1 188 4 3 8 
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and will not part with his glory to another. The world f 


4. The word aflures us, that fin is the cauſe and inlet 


e eed fo, according to the reports of the word. Ask 


avs, many Chriſtians have fore · boded and pre ſaged trou 


5 groan, 
- 
4 « 


ſider. 


world 
Morts, 
ount, 
ourd, 
it is 


own experience ? Who can but ſee the infallible truth of 


_— * 2 * 
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oan; we ſhou!d find them to be dur own turnings a- 
ide from the Lord, according to that Jer, 2 19. and er. 
4. 18. Have not all theſe cautions, and threatninige aof 
the word been exactly fulfilled by providence in your 


Jar i. God 1 in all thac he hath threatned? And no leſs evident 
{ad is the truth of the promiſes to all that will obſerve, her 
ar, is | providence makes them good every day to us; for con- 
e and fider. 
can · 5. How great ſecurity God hath given te his people in in 8 
the promiſes, that no mai ſhall loſe any thiug by ſelf. d | 
inlet I nial for his ſake, He hath told us, Mark 10. 29, 20. 
rable Fri), I ſay unto pon. there is no man that hath left houſe, or bre- 
r in lein, or Ne , Or father, or mother, or wife, or chilaren, or lands 
that ¶ for mP and the gofpels ; But he ſhall receive an babes ell * 
32. „o in this time, houſes, ann brethren, and fo Here, and mothers,” : 
rod. BW and chi laren, and lanas wit / Ait, ana in the world to come | 
this ¶ eternal liſe. 
Ak Tho that vile apoſtate Julian derided this promiſe yet 
ft ſo | thouſands and ten thouſands have experienced ir, and do E 
Y hen ¶ at this gay ſtand ready to et their ſcal to it God hath 
t you made goon to his people, not only in ſpirituals,, inward” 
aken I joy, ang peace; bur even in temporal! alfo ;.. Inſtead 3 
zuilt, I natural relations, who took care for them before, huß, 
er of F dieds| cf Chriſtians ſhall ſtand ready to afhilt and help*"> 
with © them, So that tho* they bave let; all for -Chrilty vet“ 
and WW they may ſay with the apoſtle, 2Cor. 6. 10, A. n 
trou- nothing, and yet 7 Hung all thines, O the admirable 2 
and tenderneſs ct provicence vver theſe that, for e nſci- 
t for ¶ ence- ſake, have lef: all, and caft them ſelves upon ite im- 
„ 12. nmediate care! Are there not a? this day o be found ma 25 
; for vy ſo provided for, even 10 10e envy. of their enemies, and 
his 1 their own sdmiration? Who ſces hot the faithful e th 8 
peo- ed in the promiles, Fe hath — an heart 4 
buls. God in them! be; 
pon | . 6. The word of 0 1 8,(ther whateverwints | 
dem or f((ajt« tbe ſalnts tafl. lo, their God wit nover leave: * 
12, than, nu. . 2 Heß. 13. 50 that he will be with ther in 
and erbte, Eſal. 9 
5 dd Cor falrthe: oo eau Bron” life in this CPS: 
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09 .-, © .:; Dievme Conduct: Or © 
miſes as often confirmed as. you have been in trouble. 
Ask your own hearts, where, or when was it that your 
Bod forſook you, and left you to fink and periſh under 
Pur burdens? I doubt not, but moſt of you have been at 
one time or other plunged in difficulties, difficulties our 
. of which you could ſee no way of. eſcape by the eye of 
> reaſon; yea, ſuch as, it may be, ſtaggered your faith in 
the pron#iſc, as David's was 1 Sam, 2. 1. when he ſaid, 
hall one day periſh n hand of Saul. A men are liars, 
(even Samuel n iinſeif) and yer notw thitanding all, W. ſee 
him emerge out of that ſea of trouble, and the promiſes 
made good in every title to him. The like, doubrieſs, 
you may obſerve in your own caſes, Ask your own fouls 
the queſtion, and they will fati:fy it. Did God abandon 
And caſt you off in the day of your ſtraits? Certainly, you 
wuſt belye your own experience, if you ſhould ſay ſo; tis 
true, there have been ſome plunges and difficulties you 
Fou have met with, wherein, (I.) You could ſee no 
ea of eſcape, but concluded you muſt. periſh in them. 
42.) Difficulties that have ſtaggered your faich in the pro- 
miſes, and made you doub:, whether the fountain of All- 
= fufticiency would let ont itſelf for your relief, (3.) Vea, 
| 1 difficulties as have provoked you to murmuring and 
Ampatience, and thereby provoked the Lord to forſake 
you in your ſtraits; but yet you ſee he did not. He hath 
Either (1.) Strengthened your back to bear; or, (2.) 
.  Lightened- your burden; or, (3.) Opened an unexpect- 
ed door of eſcape, according to that promiſe, 1 Cor, 
10, 13. So that the evil which you feared, came not u- 
Pon . x Aw 2 Oo 
1. You read, that the word of God is the only ſupport 
r ad relief to a gracious ſoul in the dark day of affliction, 
A . te . $0, 92.——2 Sem. 23. 5, That for this very 
pürpoſe it is written, Rom. 15. 4. No rules of moral 
+ Prudence, no ſenſual remedies can perform that for us, 
which the word can do "Re 
* ”- And is not this a ſealed truth, atteſted by a thouſand of 
ungeniable experiences? Hence have the ſaints fetch'd 
their cordials, hen fainting under the rod, One word 
of God can do more, than ten thouſand words ot men, to 
oy . 9 * . 7 k 
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relieve a deſtreſſed ſoul It providence have at any time 
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| 
directed you to ſuch promiſes, as either aſſure you that 
the Lord will be with you in trouble, Pal. 91. 15. or- 
that encourage you from inward peace, to bear cheerfully 
outward burdens, Jahn 16. 33. or ſatisfy you of God's ten- 
derneſs and moderation in his dealings with you, Iſa, 24. . 
8. or that you ſhall reap bleſſed fruns from them, Ran, 
8. 28, or that clear up your intereſt in God, aud his love 
under ycur afflictions, 2 Sam. 7, 14. Oh, what ſenſible 
caſe and relief enſues! how light is your burden, com- 
pared with what it was before ! | | | 

8. The word tells us, that there is no ſuch way to 
improve our eſtates, as to lay them out wich a cheerful | 
liberality for God; and that our witholding” our hands, 
when God and duty calls to diftribute, will not be for 
our advantage, See Prov, II. 25, Ja. 32, 8. Prov, 19. 
17. chap. 1 4. * 088 


Contulr providence now, and you ſhall find it in all re- 
ſpects according to the report of the word, O how true 
is the ſripture-reſtimony herein ! Ihere are many thou- 
ſand witnefſes now living, that can ſet their ſeals to both © 
parts ofthis propefition. When men fave (as they count 
ſaving) with one hand, providence ſcatters by another 


hand; and what they ſcat:er abroad with a liberal hand, 


and ſingle eye for God, is ſurely _ to them or theirs. 
Never did any man loſe by diſtributing tor God. He 
that lends to the poor, fantratur domino, (as ſome have ex- 
pound that text) puts his moncy to intereſt to the Lord. 
Some have obſerved, hv» providence hach doubled all 
"ou have laid out for God in the ways unexpected to 
tnem, -. 2 ; W 
9. The word aſſures us, that the beſt expedient for a a 
man to ſettle his own intereſt in the conſciences and ae 


tions of men, is to direct his ways 10 as to pleaſe the Lord, 


Prov. 16. 7, and doth not ptovidence confticm- it? This 

the three Jews found by expefence, Dan z. 28, 29. and Ib” 

did Daniel chap. 6, v. 20, 21, 22. This kept up Jobn's re- 

putation in the conſcience of Herod, Mark 6. 20. So it 

fell out when Conftantizs made that exploratoty degree; 

thoſe that were conſcientious, were preterred, and thoſe 
' * "=. LY þ yh 4 0 * that 
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. mercy or como t can come to your hands. 
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that EI theiy religion, expelled, Never did any 
man lofe at laſt by his fidelity. 

10. The written word tells ug, that the beſt expedient 
do inwardypeace. and tranquility of mind, under puzzling 
und diſtracting troubles, is, ro commit ourſelves and our 
Caſe to the Lord ; ** read, Pſal. 37+ 55 3 7. and Prev. 


16. 
* And ws as you have read i in the word, fo you have found 


it in your own. experience. Oh! what a burden is off, 

— when you have reſigned the caſe to God! 

— doth providence iſſue your affairs comfortably for 

e The difficulty is ſoon over, when the heart is 
rought to this. 

. Thus you ſee, how ſcriptures are al] {alG}led by provi- 
- dence in. theſe few inſtances I have given of it. Com: 
1 them in all other caſes, and you ſhall find the ſame; 

all the lines of providence lead from the ſerip- 
tute, and return thither again, and do moſt 19 05 begin 


and end there. "A *o 
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Sie 8 * The Third Direcriun. SITY 
28 5 Ne and ebſeryttions . 
08 nes Cu at the author or py of * 4, Prov. 
6 6 "Fs 
v4 In all the comfortable grovidences cf. guy lives, eye 
- God as the author or donor of them. Remember he is 
the father of mercies, hat begets every mer2y for you, 2 
Cr. 1g. The God of ad gemſort, wuhout®whoſe order no 
And think it 
not enough thus to acknowledge him in a general way; 
but when you xeceive mercics, take ſpecial notice of the 


allows particulars. 
wel , ) Eve the care of God for you, 1 Pet. 5. 7. 8 * 


3 


ub fe. you, Mur father knows you" have need of theſe things, 


Met. G 32, It is but to acquaint him What you want, 
and yr wants are ſupplied, Philip, 4. 6. torture not your- 
ſelves about it; you have a tather chat cares for you 
Eye the wiſdom of God, in the way of diſpenſi ng 
3 e you; hyw fuiably.. they are ordered to 
Oy Condiciony and how ty a When ons comfort is; 
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De Myſtery of Providence. N 
cut off and removed, another is raiſed up in its room. 
Thus Jae was A ne in Rebecca aſter his won, 
death, Gen. 24 67. f 

(3. ) Eye the free grace of God in them; yea, ſee nch = 
es of grace in every bequeſt of comfort to fo vile and un- 
worthy creatures as you are, See yourſelves overtopt by- 
the leaft of all your mercies, Gen, 32, 10. I am not an 
of the leaft, ſaid Jaceh, © 9 

(4.) ye the condeſcenſion of God * our neſts for * 
thoſe mercies; ſal. 34 6, This is the ſweeteſt bit in a- 
ny enjoyment, ! which a man can ſenſibly xeliſiłꝭ the re- 
turn and anſwer ot his prayers, and greatly, inflames be 
ſoul's _ to God, Pſal. 146, 1. 

(5.) ye the deſign and end of God in all your com 
forts. Know that it is not ſent to ay the cravihgs of 
your ſenſual appetite, but to quicken and engble you for a: 
more cheerful diſcharge of your duty Deur. 28. 5 

(6.) Eye the way and method in which your: rollin. - 
are conveyed, to yon, They all flow to you hre, 
blood of Chrift and covenant of grace, 1 Cor. 3. 4 „ 4 
Mercies derive” their ſweetneſs om the. Der — 
which they run to u: 

60. Eye the diſtinguiſhing goodnelFuf God, i in all — 
comfortable enjoy ments of your lives; How 2. 2 
_ better than you are denied thoſe comforts? 


I 
' 


©) ($.) Eye them all as comforts appointed to n 1 
in your way to far better and greater mereies than them- 
ſelves, The beff mercies are ſtill reſerved till dai ene 
theſe are introductive to better. 

2. In all the ſad and afflictive gtovidences that befall 
you, eye God _ author and orderer of them alfo, | 80 
he repreſents hinſſelf ro us, Jer. 18. 11. Be e | 

il, and deviſe a device againſt you. And Ames 3. 6. Is uhr 

15 in the city, and the La hah noc done it ? More yore, 
cularly, IF: 


(1,) Set beſore you the — of God, E e him 


as a Being infinitely ſaperior to you, at Whole pleaſure. 
you, and all yon have is: ?ſal. + 
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$02 oF Divine Conduck, Or 

will; how equal is it, that we be reſigned up to it? It 

d not many years ago ſince we were not; and when it 
pleaſed him to bring us upon the ſtage of action, we had 


no liberty of indenting with him, on what terms we! 


„would come into the world, or refuſe to be, except ve 
might have our beigg on ſuch terms as we deſired. His 


ſiovereignty is gloriouſly diſplayed in his eternal decrees 


and temporal providences, He might have put you into 
hat rank of creatures he pleaſed ; he might have made 
you the moſt deſpicable creatures, worms or toads; or, 
i men, the moſt vile, abject and miſerable among men: 
And, when. you had run thro' all the miſeries of this life, 
have damned. you to eternity, made you miſerable for e. 
ver, and all this without any wrong to you, And ſhall 
mot this quiet us under the common afflictions of this life? 


4.) Set the grace and goodneſs of God before you in 
all afflict ive providences. O ſee him paſſing by you in the 


© > cloudy and dark day, proclaiming his name, 'The LO R D, 


AN ie LORD merriſal and gracious, There are two ſorts of 


mercies that are ſeldom eclipſed by the darkeſt affliction 


| that befals the ſaints in their temporal concerns, ul. ſpar- 


ing mercies in this world, and ſaving mercy in that 'to 
come. It is not ſo bad now as it might, b nr es 
is 
churck obſerved, and reaſoned herſelf quiet from it, Lan 
3.22. Hath he taken ſome? he might have taken all, 
mercy. we are not deſtroyed, Oh 
if we conſider, what temporal mercies are yet ſpared, and 


us, we ſhall find cauſe to admire mercy, rather than com- 
pla in of ſeverity, 7 8 
63.) Eye the wiſdom of God in all your afflict ions, be- 
|, Sold-44-in the choice of the kind of your affliction, this, 
band not another; the time, now and not at another ſea- 
Jon; the degree, in this meaſure only, and not in a great: 
er; the ſupports afforded you under it, not lefr altogether 
helpleſs; the iſſue to which it is overuledy it is made to 
your good, not ruin. Look upon all theſe, and then ak 
thy heart that queſtion God ask'd Jonah, Dof! thou wel! to be 


- 72 Surely, when you conſider all, what need you 
kad of theſe rods, that your corruptions will require all 
N e . this 
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| tisfied under the hand of Gde. SE. 
(4,) Set the faithfulneſs of the Lord before you under 
the ſaddeſt providences, So did David, Pal. 119. 75. 


ever; you will ſce great reaſon to 


175 * 
this, it may be much more to mortify them; that, without 


the periſhing cf theſe things, you might have periſhed for 
e quiet and well ſa- 


TT 


This is according to his covenant-faithfulneſs, Pſal, 89. 
22, Hence it is, that the Lord will not withold à rod 


when need requires it, 1 Pet. 1. 6. 


Nor. will he forfake 


his people under the rod, when he inflicts it, 2 Cor, 4. 9. 


O what quietneſs will this breed! I ſee my God will 
not loſe my heart, if a rod can prevent it; he had rather 
hear me groan here, than how! -hereafrer: His love is 


judicious not fond; he conſults my good rather than my 


caſe. 


tion. See enough in bim ſlill, whatever be gone, Here 


is the f6uritaio ſtill as full as ever, tho“ this or that pipe 
be cut off, Which was wont to convey ſomewhat ot it to 


me,” O Chriftiang! can't you make up any loſs this way? 


9 * 


you look” ppon God? "2 * 
(6.) Loft, 1 Eye the imm utability of God; look on him 
as the rock of ages, James 1, 17. The father of lights, with 
ableneſt, nor ſhadew of turning, Eye Jeſus. Chriſt, 


whom is no Mur! 


will you then behave yourſelves under the changes of pro- 
, vidence ! It may be, two or three days have made a ſad 


change in your condition: The death of a dear relation 
hath turned all things upſide-down ;. that place is empty 
where lately they were, as it is, Job 7, 10. His place ſbal 
him no more, Well, but God is what he was, aud 
where he was: Time ſhall make no change upon him, 
as It is in 1ſa 40. 6, 7, 8. The graſs withereth, the flawer fad- 


(5.) Eye the all- ſufficieney of God in the day of afflic- 
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Can't you ſee more in God, than in ahy or all the crea - 
rure-comforts. you have loft ? With what eyes then do 
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aß; but the wurd of the Lard adi det for ever, O how com- 
poling are thoſe views of God to our ſpirits under dark 
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Laſtly, Work »p' your hearts to thoſe frames, and exerciſe 

F. Thoſe affections, which the ſeveral providences of God that are 

Sow about you cal for, Eccl. 5. 14. Suit yourſelves to 
anſwer the deſign and end of God in all providences, As 
there are various affe ctions planted in your ſouls, fo are 

there ſeveral graces planted in thoſe affeCtions, and ſever. 
al providences appointed'to draw forth and exerciſe theſe 
ee. 13 1 
X Hr, When the providences of God are ſad and afflic- 
tive, either upon the church in general, or your families 
rend perſons in particular; then it is ſeaſonable for you, to 
esxerciſe godly ſorrow and humility of ſpirit; for in that 
,, NR 
132. Mcab 6 9. | 
_ out cf ſcaſon, Exc. 21. 10, Shexld\we then make mirth? If 
were be either, (3.) A filial ſpirit in us, M cannot be 
—_ light and vain when our father is angry; or (a,) It any 
l ſenſe of the evil of fin, which proyokes God's anger, 
de muſt be heavy-hearted when God is . \miting for-it; 
* or 3.) If any ſenſe and compaſſion for the miſerie that 
lin brings upon the world, it will make us to ſay with 
deu Pal. 119; 158-1 beheld the tranſgreſſors ang was griev- 
—_ ce. *Tis fad to conſider the miſeries that they pull down 
upon themſelves in this world and that ro come. (4.) It 
there be any care in us to prevent utter ruin, and ſtop 
„Cod in the Way of his anger, we know this is the means 
do do it, Amor 4. 12 * | 
 '- 24ly, Hm ſad and difmal ſever the face of providence be, 
Jet fill maintain ſpiritual joy and comfort in God under all. Th 
: there be no herd in the ſtall (ſa id Habakkuk, chap, 3. 17, 18) 
"yet will 1 rejoice in the Lord, I will jay in the God of my ſalua. 
e * tien. 7 ö uy * * 5 4 | - 
„There are two ſorts of comforts, natural and ſenſitive, 
+  Uivinc and ſpiritual, There is a time when it becomes 
_- Chriſtians to. excrciſc both; ſo Eſth, 9. 22. And: there 
i a time when the former is to be ſuſpended and laid by, 
al. i 2. But there is no ſeaſon, wherein, {piritual 
J, or domtort, is nothing elſe but che chearinels of our 


. 
_ . 
* 


Now ſenſitiyt pleaſure and natural joy is 


* 


oſe providences, God doth call to it, Ia. 22. 


Wt. | h 
Tie Myſtery of Providence. S 
heart in God, and the ſenile of our intereſt in him, and in 
his promiſes. And it is ſure, that no providence can rend 
er this unſeaſonable to a Chriſtian. Let us ſuppoſe the 
moſt afflifted and calamitous ſtate a Chriſtian can be inci- 
dent to, yet, n * 
1. Why ſhould fad providences make him lay by his 
comforts in God, when as thoſe are but for a moment, 
but theſe eternal? 2 Cor, 4, 17, x 4; pe £7] 
2, Why ſhould we lay by our joy in God, upon the 
account of ſad providences without, when at the very worſt 
and loweft ebb, the faints have infinitely mere cauſe ro 
rejoice than to be caſt down? There's more in one of 
their mercies to comfort them, than in all their troubles * 
to deject them. All your loſſes arc but as the loſs of a 


n 


— 


a prince, Rem. 8. 18. 3. 250 
. Why ſhould they be fad, as long as their God is 
with them in all their croubles 3 As Chriſt ſaid, Maerh, 


9- 15. Can the children of the bridegroom be ſad, whilſt, the bride- 
groom is with them? So fay I, Can the ſoul be ſad 'whilft * 
God is with it? Oh! methinks, that one promiſe, Hal. 
91. 15. 1 will be with him in troable, 
under all burdens; let them be caſt do wn, that have not 
God in trouble to turn to, WP © LAS TIS + 
4. Why ſhould they be ſad, as long as no outward dif * 
penſation of providence (be it never ſo ſad) can be inter- 
prered as 2 mark or ſign of God's hatred or anger, Eccl. 9. 
2, 3. There is ene event to the tighteous and wicked. Indeed, if 
it were a 7 of the Lord's wrath againſt a man, 
it would juſtify our dejection; but this cannot be fo: His 
heart is full of love, whilſt the face of providence is ful! 
ef frowns, | 1 3 
5. Why ſhould we be caſt down under ſad providen - 
ces, whilſt we have ſo. great ſecurity, that even by the 
hands of theſe providences God will do us good, and all 
theſe things. ſhall tn to our ſalvation? Rom. 8. 28. B 
theſe God is but killing your luſts, weaning your hearts 
from a vain world, preventiog -temprations, and — i 
your defires after. heaven; this is all the hurt they ſhall <. 
do you; and ſhould that ſadden us? SS Hg. ff 
6% Why ſhould we lay by our joy in God, When 36 
the change of our condition Is ſo nigh? It is buys little 


ſhould bear you ð ? - *, 


' while TA 


. while, and ſorrows ſhall flee away; you ſhall never ſafer 
more, God will wipe #way all tears, Rev. 7. 17, Well then, you 


"*; 4 : 
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e there's no reaſon, upon the account of providence, to 
give up your joy and comfort in God. But if — will 
maintain it under all providences, then be careful. 

(1.) To clear up your intereſt in, and title to God. 


Faich may be ſeparated from comfort, but aſſurance can- 
ROr, by 9 * TY a . | | ” 
(,) Mortify your inordinate affeftions to earthly Ma; 


things : This makes providences that deprive and croſu ui 
© heavy. Mortify your opinion and aſtection, and you 


ſenſibly lighten your affliction: It is ſtrong affection that 
makes ſtrong affliction. | | by 


(3.) Dwell much upon the meditation of the Lord's 


near approach, and then all theſe things will ſeem but 
trifles to you. Let your moderation be known unte all men, the 


'_ Lord is at hand. 


zaly, Exerciſe heavenly-mindedneſs, and keep your hearts #- 
things eternal, under all the providences with which the Lord 


r 
egerci ſes you in this world, Gen. 6. 9. Noah walked with 


God, yet met with as fad providences in his day, as any 


man that ever lived fince his time. Bur alas! we find 
. molt providences rather ſtops, than ſteps in our walk with 


God. It we be under comfortable providences, how 


| | "I ſonſual, wanton, and worldly do our hearts grow? And 
= -. it {ad providences befal us, how indolent and diſtracted 


3 are we? And this comes to paſ partly thro” the narrow- 
ves, but moſtly thro“ the deceirfulneſs of our ſpirits. 


U 


N , 17459) 


= Our hearts are narrow, and know. not how to manage 
two buſineſſes of ſuch different natures, as earthly and 


heavenly matters are, without detriment to one;  Petitors 
noſtra duas curas non aamittunt: But certainly ſuch a frame 


= of ſpirit is attainable, that will enable us to keep on in an c- 


ven and ſteady courſe with God, whatever befall us. O- 


- thers have attained it, and why not we? Proſperous pro- 

vidences are for the moſt part a dangerous ſtate to the ſoul. 

The moon never ſuffers an eclipſe, but at full ; yet Jeho- 
ſbaphat's grace fu 

_ "outward; condition, Wi be: | 

*- » brart was lifed up in the way of God's commandments, Chron. 

6. David's liſe was as full of cares, turmbiſs-and 


ffered no eclipſe from the fulneſi of his 


who had riches in alundanee, and his 
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The" Myſtery of Providence. te 
ritual the ter 
of pſalms (which. was moſtly compoſed amidſt thoſe diſꝰ 
tractions) will acquaint us. The apoſtles were caſt into 


as great neceſſities, and ſuſfered as hard things, as eder 


as moſt men's lives we read of; yet how ſpl- ö 
r of his heart was, that excellent book”. 


* 


men did; yer how raiſed and heavenly their ſpirits wers 


you ſo much of the world to loſe your hearts in the love 
of it, or ſo little to diſtract you with the cares of it. 
therefore we were more deeply ſanctiſied, and the ten- 
dencies of our hearts heavenward more ardent and vigor- 
ous ; if we were more mortified to earthly things, and 
could not but keep our due diſtance from them; our out- 
ward conditions would not, at this rate, draw forth and 
exerciſe our in ward corruptions, nor would we hazard _ 
the loſs of ſo ſweet an enjoy ment, as onr fellowſhip wir 
God 1s, for the ſake of any concernment our bodies have 
on earth. _ - „. 8 
Athly, Dualer 
what the Lord allats you, be it more or leſs, | of the things of 


43 


= 


thts 


world, This grace muſt run parallel with all providences: + 4 
Learn how to be fall, and how to ſuffer want, and in every tate t? 


be content, Philip. 4. 12. F | 
In this duty all men are contented at all times, and in 
every ſtate; not only the people of God, but even the un- 
regenerate alſo : a. 392 j addreis ſome confider- 
ations r to 5 to the unregenerate, to 
ſtop theie — from W and charging God ſool- 
iſhly, when providence croſſes them; Let them ſerious 


ly conſider. theſe four things __ 
1. That hell and eternal damnation are the portion of 
their cup, according to the tenor of law, and golpel- 
threatnings: Whattoever therefore is ſhort of this, is to 
be admired as the fruit of God's ſtupenduous pariguce and 
forbearance towards them. Ah! poor fouls! Know you 
not, that you are men and women condemned t wrath by 
2 Theſe. 6, 7, And i % ſure there are other matters 
n 4 e — © 


8 


Yawidſt all, who ſees not? And certainly, if it were not 
J poſſible to maintain heavenly mindedneſs in ſuch a Rate + 
god poſture of affairs, God would never exerciſe any of 

people with ſuch providences: He would never give 


all providences maintain a contented heart wirf It 
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0 


Ide Plein lentence of che lan! Mark 16. 16, J f. 36% 
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>, t6excreiſe our thoughts, deſires, fears and cares about, 
tan theſe. Alas! If yeu cannot bear a frown of previ- 


+ gence. a light croſs in tkeſe things, how will you bear - 
the everlaſting. burnings ! A man that is to loſe his head GER 
Me * or your 1 
þ- > to-morrow, is not very folicitous what bed he lies on, or | 1 
how his table is furniſh'd the night before. - 


2. Conſider, tho' you be condemned perſons, and have 
no promiſe to entitle you to any mercy ; yet there are ve · 
Ty many mercies. in your poſſeſſion at this day. Be your 


5 


Condition as afflictive as it will, is life nothing? eſpecial- > Nas 
ly conſidering whither you muſt fink, when that thread © Oh wh 
ds cut. Are the neceſſary ſupports of life nothing? Doth Chrit 
not providence miniſter to you theſe things, tho" you dai- lor of 
ly diſoblige it, and provoke God to ſend you to your own | 2 0 
15 lace ? But, above all, is the goſpel and precious means of ed with 
83 nothing, by which you yet are in a capacity of What i 
ceſcaping the damnation of hell? O! what would the 0 ax 
da &ay, if they were but put into your condition once ternal k 
more: What, and yet fret againſt God, becauſe every | p,...- b 
. thing elſe ſuits not your deſires? | 8 v 
5 % 3. Conſider, that if ever you be re ſcued out of that mi- have no 
* _ferable condition you are in, ſuch croſs providences, as ruptions 
= © theſe you complain of, are the moſt probable means to do ta 0 
. it. Alas! proſperity and ſucceſs is not the way to ſave, mort 
WS but to deſtroy you, Prov, 1. 32. You muſt be bound in rods that 


"A 


34 


** 


hand therefore upon your mouth and ſaß, y 


= 
* 


providences, and yet are but too freqhently found | 
A 2 . FY | 74 SIE 3 & * 


meet with no croſſes. 


. God, becauſe he turns your ſins into ſorrow : 


| ſetters, and holden in cords of affliction, if ever your ear 
be opened to inſtruction, Job 36. 8, 9, 10. Wo to you, 


you go on ſmoothly in the way in which you are, and 


4. Conſider all your troubles under which you com- 
plain, are pulled down upon your beads by your own fins. 

ou turn God's mercies into fin, and then fret. againſt 
our 
ways and doings procure theſe things to you. Lay your 
| Phy doth a live 
im man complain, a man for the putiiflement of hui m, Lam. 


- Bar I muſt turn to the Lord's people, who have leaſt 


pretences of all men to be diſſatisied -with any of: God's 


= 

- 
. 39 LA 
v7 


8 
Al * * * 208. , 
© * * + bu 


= 


5 The Myſtery of \Providente. 1 
temper, And to whom I ſhall offer the follow ing con- 
1, Conſider Ak ſpiritual mercics and privileges, wih 
which the Lord Jeſus hath inveſted you; and repine at 
your lot of providence, if you can. One of theſe mercies 
alone hath enough in it to ſweeten all your tronbles in 
this world, When the apoſtle conſidered them, his heart 
was oycrwhelmed with aſtoniſhment, ſo that he could 
nor forbear, in the midſt of all his oarward troubles, to 
cry out, Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, 
who hath abownded to us in all ſpiritual bleſſings, &c. .J. % 
Oh who, that ſces ſuch inherirance ſettled upon him in 
Chriſt, can ever open his mouth more 0 repine at- hit 
lot of providence! ; 227 in 
2, Conſider your fins, and that will make you content- 
ed with your lot. Yea, conſider two things in fin; (T.) 


What it deſerves from God; and (2.) What it requires 


to mortify and purge it in you. It deſerves from God e- 
ternal ruin; the merit of hell is in the leaſt vain thought: 
Every ſin forfeits all the mercies you have; and if ſo, 
rather wonder your mercies are ſo many, than that you _ 
have no more. Beſides, you cannot doubt, bat your cor- 
ruptions require all the croſſes, wants and troubles that 
are upon you, and it may be, a great deal more, to 


mortity and ſubdue them. Don't you find; after all the. -. * 1 | 


rods that have been upon you, a proud heart ſtill, a vain; 
and earthly heart ſtill? Oh! how many bitter potions 


ue... | 

3. Conſider how near you are to the change of your 
condition: Have but a little patience, and all will be as 
well with you as your hearts can defire. It is no-ſmall, 
comfort to the ſaints, that this world is the worſt place 
hat ever they ſhall be in; things will better every day. 
ich them. If the traveller have ſpent all his money, yer 

t doth not much trouble him, it he know himſelf within. 
few miles of his own home. If there be no candles in 
he houſe, we do not much matt er it, if we are fare. tis 
Imoſt break of day, for then there will de no ut og 


em: This is ur caſc ; nr ſabuation was eater u.. 
ws ze (elfeved, Nom. 13 1. . UN 
"_ , Tha + 


are but neceſſary to purge out this tough malignant hun- 1 


8 
4 3 2 3 * +4 


bot beſore I paſs to the fifth head, I ju 
bs 


7 
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mw 


Dine Contutt : "Or, 
I have done with the directive part of this diſcourſe ; 
it neceſſary to 


of pravidence, 


leave a few cautions, to prevent the 


And your miſcarriages in your behaviour towards it, 


"I 


And, 


 Firft Caxtion,} If providence delay the performance ot 


any mercy to you, that you have long- waited and prayed 


for; yer ſee, that you deſpond not, nor grow re. Hef 
rd 


waiting upon God for that reaſon, It pleafes the 


© oftentimes to try and exerciſe his people this way, and 
make them cry, How long, Lord, hom long, Pal. 13. 1, 2. 
- © Theſe delays, both upon ſpiritual and temporal ac- 
counts, are frequent; and when they befal us, we are too 


apt to interpret them as denials, and fall into a ſin ful deſ- 


3 pondency of mind, tho* there be no cauſe at all for it; 


Pſal. 31. 12. Lam. 3. 8, 44. It is got always that the re- 
turns of prayer are difpatch'd to us in the ſame hour they 
are ask'd of God, yet ſometimes'it falls out ſo, 1ſa, 65. 


24. Dan. 9 23. But tho' the Lord means to perform to 
us the metcies we deſire, yet he will ordinarily exerciſe 


our patience to wait for them; and that for theſe reaſons. 
-1. Becauſe our time is not the proper ſeaſon for us to 
receive our mercies in, Now the ſeaſon of mercy is a 


3 very great circumſtance that adds much to the value of 
it: God judges not as we do; we are all in haſte, and 
will have it now, Numb, 12. 13. But be is a God of judg - 


ment, and bleſſed are all they that wait for him. Iſa. 30. 18. 


2. Afflictive providences. have not accompliſhed that 


de ſign upon our hearts they were ſent for, when we arc 
ſo earneſt and impatient for a change of them; and till 


* then the rod muſt not be taken off, 1a. 10. 12. 


3. The more prayers and ſcarchings of heart come be · 


| *tween our wants and ſupplies, our afflictions aud rel iefs, 


the ſweeter at our relics and ſupplies, thereby made to 
5j Ia. 25.9. This is our God, and we have waited for him 


nile will [ave us: This t« the Lord, we have waited for him, 
wd will be glad and rejoice in his ſaluation, This recompen 
PE: ſes dhe delay, and pays us for all the expences of dur pati 
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delay of n providences, yet we can- 
towards us, whilſt the hand of his providence ſeems to be 


it doth juſt before the break of day; and change of our cone 


caſe. 
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The. Myſtery: of Providence. un” | 
But tho? there be ſuch weighty reaſons for the ſtop and "I 


not bear it; our hands hang down and we fain', Hal. 
69. 3. 1 am weary of my crying, my throat i; dry, mine eyes 
fail while 1 wait for my God. For alas! we judge by ſenſe 
and appearance, and conſider not, that God's heart may be 


againſt us. If things continue at one rate with us, we 
think our prayers are loſt, and our hopes periſhed from 
the Lord: Much more when things grow worſe and 
worſe, and our darkneſs and trouble encreaſes, as uſually 


dition; then we conclude, God is angry with our pray⸗- 
ers. See Gideon's reply, Judzer 6. 13, This even ftag- 88 
gered a Moſes" faith, Exod. 5, 22, 23. O! what 1 9 
leſs jealouſies and ſuſpicigns of God are found at ſuch times 
upon the 3 his own children! Job. 9 16, 17. Pſal, 
T5335 Be $6 76: I. #5, 
But this is our great evil, and to prevent it in future 
trials, I will ofter a few proper conſiderations in the 


1. The delay of your mercies is really for your advan- l 
tage. You read, J 39. 18. The Lord waits that hs may be . "lf 
gracious, What is that? Why, it is nothing elſe bar the _ 
time of his preparation of mercies for you, and your heart: i 
for mercy, that ſo you may have it with the greateſt ad- 
vantage of comfort. The fooliſh child would plack the IM 
apple while it is green, but when it is ripe, it drops of 
its own accord, and it is more pleaſant and wholſome. i 
2. It is a greater mercy, to have an heart willing to re- 
ter all ro God, and be at his diſpoſe, than to enjoy pre- 
ſently the mercy we are moſt eager and impatient for; In 
that God pleaſes you, in this you pleaſe God. A merey - . 
2 be given you as the fruit of common providenoe, burt 
ſach a temper of heart is the fruit of ſpecial grace : So 1 
much as the glonifying of God is; better than the content 
and pleaſure of the creature, ſo much is ſuch a frame better 
e 1 oi 2 liek, 9 
3. Expected mercies are never neaper, than when the 
hearts and hopes of God's people are loweſt, Thus in 


1 


Dime Condict. W, ; 
| thelr defiverance out of Egypt and Babylm, Ezek, 35. fr · 
So we have found it in our own perſonal concerns. An e- 
wenling time it fpall be light, Zach. 14. 7, When we look 
fur increaſing darkneſs, light ariſes, © | r 
: a Our unfimeſs for mercy is the reaſon why they are 
| delayed fo long. We pur the blocks into the way of 
+ mercy, and then repive, that they make no more haſte to 
us, J. 59. 1, 2. The Lord's hand is not ſbertued, but 
bur iniquitics have ſeparated between him and us, | 
J. Conſider, the mercies you wait for, are the fruits 
of pure grace; ycu deſerve them not, nor can claim them 
upon any title or deſert, and therefore have realon to wait 

for them in a patient and thankful frame. 

6. Conſider, how many millions of men, as good as 

2. by nature, are cut off from all hope and expectation 
. of mercy forever, and there remains to them nothing but 4 
fearful erpectation of wrath, This might have been your 

caſe ; and there fore be not of an impatient ſpirit under the 
expectations of r IM | 
3 Second Castion.] Pry not too couriouſly into the ſecrets 
ol providence, nor ſuffer y our ſhallow reaſon arrogantly 
if to Judge and cenſure irs deſigns, 33 


, 
* - 


: 
o o 


= 


a here be hard texts in the works, as well as in the 
word of God: It becomes us modeſtly and humbly to re- 
verence, but not to dogmatize too boldly and poſitively 
upon them; a man. may eaſily get a ſtrain by over - reach- 
ing. When I thought to know this (faith Aſaph) it was too 
. wonderful for me. I thought to know this; there was the 
arrogant attempt of reaſon, there he pryed into the ta- 
na 6t providence; but it was too wonderful for me, it was 
Tabor inutilis, as Calvin, expounds it. He pryed ſo tar into 
Mat puzzling' myſtery of the atflictions of the righteous, 
und proſperity of the wicked, till it begat envy towards 
em, and defpondency in himſelf, Pſal. 73. ver. 3 13+ 
duc this was all he got by ſummoning providence to the 
| — bat of reaforu. (Holy Job' was guilty of this evil, and in- 
gebuouſly aſhamed-ot-ir, Job 42. 3. „ 
I 8 know there is nothing in the word, or in the works 
 _ vt God; chat is ant to ſound rea ſon; but there are ; 
dome things in bath, which os. oppoſite 0 carbal_egaſon, | , 
| . _ > a 4 : : 3 46 * IK 
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The Myſtery af Providence. '» 4 
38 well as above right resſon ; upd tberstere cu tens. 
never ſhews itſelf more unreaſonable, than in ſummoning | | 
thoſe to its bar; which tranſcend its ſphere and. capaci- 
ty, Manifold are the, miſchicts which enſue upon this 
practice, . TR | | t * 4 
1. By this we are drawn in'o an unworthy ſuſpicton | 
and diſtruſt of the faithfulneſs of God in the promiſes. _ 
Sarah laugh'd at the tidings of the Son of promiſe, becauſe | 
reaſon contradicted, and told her it was naturally impoſ- 
ſible, Ger. 18. 13, 14. * 

2. Hence comes de ſpondency of mind, and faintneſs of 
heart under afflictive providences; reaſon can diſcern no 
good fruits in them, nor deliverance from them, and ſo * 
our hands hang down in a ſinſul diſcouragement, ſaying, 
all theſe things are againſt us, 1 Sam. 27. 1. S. l | 
3. Hence flow temptations to deliver ourſelves by in- 
direct and ſinful mediums; 1ſe. 30. 15, 16. When our own 
reaſon fills us with a diftruſt-ot pravidence, it 00 Lil 

rompts us to ſinful ſhifts, and there leaves us entangted 

in the ſhares of our own making, | Went 

- . Beware therefore you lean not.too,much to your own _ 
reaſons and underſtandings: Nothing is more plauſible _ 
nothing more dangerous. In other matters it is appoint» | 
ed the arbiter and judge, we make it ſo here, aud thereforęg 
we are fo diffident and diſtruſtful not withſtanding the ful-- "8 
left ſecurity ot the promiſes, whilſt our reaſon ſtands by © * 
unſatisfied, __ 4 „ * I 


ann 


* a : F . 4 , p 1 ” % \ on 
— — u — — 

11 . To * 12424 nn — „ ” 6 2 2 | 

5 — . 7 * 
7 . , , 1 ? ” k o * 6 4 
4 ol 
\ * — . 
4 , 1 i 

The Fi th General H | $42 a 

6 1 14 
- | a_ . N 
- 


He given directions for the due management oſ this 
great and important duty; what remains, but chat we 
now = our * it, and make it the conſtant — 1 
very da our lives? O-whatipeace, what plea - 
ſure Adee har bolycourage and confidence, would . - 
reſult from ſuch an obſervation of providence as bath been 
directedio ! Bur alas! we way ſay, with refernce tothe voices 
of divine providence, as it is, Job 23+ 14. 604 ſheaketh once, 
| 2 — 
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hath ſpoken in ruction in 


| Juty;\conviQion' for ' iniquity, - 
encouragement under deſpondency ; but we regard it not. 
How greatly are we wanting to our duty and comfort by 
this negle&! It will be but needful therefore, to ſpread 
before you the lovelineſs and ex:ellency of walking with 
God in a due and daily obſervation ot his providences, that 
our ſouls may be fully engaged to it. | 


Firſt Motive. 


; And 5, Let me offer this, as a moving argument to 
all gracious fouls; That by this means you may maintain ſweet l 
and ſenfible communion with God from day to day. And what their 
is there deſirable in this world, in compariſon therewith! | 
Ten, Lord, haſt made me glad through thy warks ; 1 will triumph | lift. 
in the works of thy hands, Plal. 92. 4. Your hearts may de by p 
as ſweetly and ſenſibly refreh'd by the works of God's & an 
Hands, ze by the words of his mouth, The whole of Pſal. | liver 
104. is ſpent in the conſideration of the works of provi- ſong 
|. dence, which fo filled the Plalmiſt's heart, that by way of | I ot 
4 - <jaculation he expreſſes the effect of it, ver. 34. My me- God 
ati of him ſtall be ſwert. © | Up 
|. Communion with God, properly and ſtrictly taken, 
conſiſts in two things, viz. God's manifeſtation of himſelf pon. « 
ee the foul, and the ſoul's anſwerable returns to God. 


* 
* 


* 


F This is that koizonis, or fellowſhip we have here with Kine 
| _ God: Now God manifeſts himſelf to his people by pro- © 


| - wdences as well as ordinances ; neither is there any grace in th 
in a ſanctified foul hid from the gracious influences of his . ys 
providential manifeſtations, Sometimes the Lord mani- ek 
efts his diſpleaſure and anger againſt the fins of his peo- * 
ple in correcting and rebuking providences; his rods have aſhes. 
a Chidinjy voice, Mah 6. 9. Hear the rod, aud who hath ap- 
purnred it. This diſcovery of God's anger kindly melts 
and thaws a gracieus joul; and produces a double ſweet 
« efteQt upon it; namely, repentance for fins paſt, and due 
S future ſins. 1. It thaws and welts the 
heart for fins committed, Thus Daviu's heart was melted 
for his fin, when the hand of God was heavy upon Him 

in affliction, pſal. 32.4, 5- Thus the captive church ay 
pon whom fell the ſaddeſt and moſt diſmal providence- 


— 


n ä eta ded 


ann 


die Myſtery, of Providence. 116 
that ever befel any of God's people in any age of the 
world; ſee how their hearts are broken for fin under thi: 
ſevere rebuke, Lam, 2. 17, 18, ig, And then, 2. For 
caution againſt fin for the time to come; it is plain, that 
the rebukes of providence leave that effect alſo upon gra - 
eious hearts, Ezra 9. 13, 14. Pſal. 85. 8. * 
Sometimes he cheers and comforts the hearts of his peo- 
ple with _ and reviving providences, both publick 
and perſonal : There are times of lifting up as well as 
caſting down, by the hand of- providence, The ſcene 
*hanges; the aſpects of providence are very cheerful and 
encouraging; their winter ſcems to be over; they put off 
their garments of mourning ; and then, ah! what ſweet 
returns are made to heaven by gracious ſouls! Doth God 


lift. them up by proſperity ? They -alfo lift up their G 


by praiſes, See Pſal. 18. Title, and ver. 1. 2, 3. So Mop 
er and the people with him, Exod. 15, when God had de- 


| livered them from Pharaoh; how do they exalt him in a 


ſong of thankſgiving, which for the elegancy and ſpiritual- 


ty of it, is made an emblem of the doxologies given to 


God in glory by the ſaint! Rev. 15. 3. | 
Upon the whole, whatever effects our communion 
with God in any of his ordinances doth uſe to produce u- 
pon our hearts, the ſame we may obſerve to follow our. 
converſing with him in his providences. "Wah =; a8 
1. It is uſually found, in the experience of all the -_ 
ſaints, that in what ordinance or duty ſoever they have a- 
ny ſenſible cemmmunion with God, it naturally produces 
in their ſpirits a deep abaſement and humiliation from the 


ſenſe of divine condeſcenſions to ſuch vile poor worms as 


we are. Thus, Abraham, Gen. 18. 27. I am but daft avid» | 


aſher. The ſame effect follows our converſe with Godin 
his providence. Thus, when God had in the way of his 
providence proſpered Jacob, how doth he Tay himſelf at | 
the feet of God, as a man overwhelmed with the ſenſe k. 
mercy! Sce Gen. 32. 5, 10. And. Jacob ſaid, I aw net wor- | 
thy of the leaf of olt % de, nid of af the rer which then haf 
ſhewed thy ſervant ; for with my ff 1 paſſed ver this Jordan, . 

ud now 1 am become two Ban. as alſo it was with Da- 


uc 2 Sam. 7. 18. M am J. 4 wha: it ny ther: * 
r 7 r 
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| 216 ©, ©" Divine Conducts On, 
That thou ha brought me hitherry'! And I doubt not, but 
ſotme of you have found the like frame of heart upon you, 
that theſe holy men here exprefſed. Can you not remem- 
ber when God lifted you up by providence, how you caſt 
| down yourſelves before him, and have been viler in your 
own eyes than ever! Why, thus do all gracious hearts ; 
What am I, that the Lord ſhould do thus and thus for 
me! O that ever ſo great and holy a Ged ſhould thus be 
concerned for ſuch vile and ſinful a worm! . 
2. Doth communion with God in ordinances, melt the 
heart into love to God ? Cant. 2. 3, 4, 5. Why, ſo doth 
the obſervation of his providences alſo. Never did any 


found his heart at ſometimes melted into love to the God 
of his mercics, Pſa/; 18. .1, compared with the title. 


all his enemies, he ſaid, 7 wil le thee, O Lord, my ſtrength. 
; EY man loves the mercies of God, bur a faint loves 
the God of his mercies. The mercies of God, as they 
are ſewel of à wicked man's luſts, ſo they are the fewel 
i E maintain a good man's love to God; not that their love 
d God. is greed ayer theſe external benefits; not 
i ue, but thee, O Lord, is the motto of a gracious ſoul ; 
but yet theſe things ſerve to blow up the flame of love to 
God in their hearts, and they find it ſo, 


| pod the ſoul againſt fin? Vou ſee it doth ; and have a preg- 
Hant inftance of it in er, when he had been with God 


w the calf 
B the people had made, ſee what an holy paroxyſm of zeal 
S and anger it caſt His ſoul into, Exod” 32. 19. 20. Why, 
. the, lame effect you may diſcern to follow- the ſaints 
converſe with God in his providences : What was-that 
4 which pierced the heart of Devid-with ſuch a deep ſenle 
of the evil of his ſip, P/al. 51, throughout?” Why, mo 
leak into, che kitle, you ſhall find ic was the effect af wh it 
' Nathan had laid before him; and it you conſult 2 Samy £2. 
7, 9, ic. you ſhall find, it was the goodneſs of Ge 
manifeſted to him in the leveraliefidearing providencey.ot 


munion with him; when he came down and 


Md * 
: ; 
, 


* 


| | 


mah converſe with God's works of providence aright, but 


When God had delivered him from the hand of Saul, and 


z. Doth communion with God ſet the keeneſt edge u- 


In the mount for forty days, and had there 24 com 
a 


kis life, which in this he had ſo vill requited the Bad 


— . p 


a. 
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. Jie Myftery of Promidence, « am 
| for, that broke his heart to pieces in the ſenſe of it. - Ang 
1 I doubt not, but ſome of us have ſometimes found the 

wo, like effects, comparing God's Ways ang our own toge- - ii 


m 
ther. k „ 
aſt F $ . - bo 
4. Doth communion with the Lord enlarge the heart 
* for obedience and ſervice ] Surely it is as oil to = | 
8; | 
its wheels, that males them run on freely and nimbly their 


* courſe. Thus when Iſaiab had obtaiged a ſpecial mani. 
eſtation of God, and the Lord ask d, Whon ſha I ſend? <| 
: he preſents a ready foul for the employment, /. 5. 8. 
| Here am 1, Lord, ſoid me; Why, the very fame. effect ful 
lows ſanctified providences, as you may ſee in Jeboſbaphat, _ | 
pl 2 Chron, 17. 5, 6. and in David, Pſal. 11 6. 12. 0 when a- BY 
4 | ſou] conſiders what God -hath done for him, he cannat - Wi 
chuſe but fay, What ſhall I return? how ſhall I anſwer, | 
4 theſe engagments? - *_ RNS 1144 BY 
, And thus you ſee, what ſweet communion a ſoul my 
q Wee wich God in the way of his providences. O th 
F you would thus walk with him! How much of 43 
1 might be found on earth this way! And certainly, ir wilt 
never repent the Lord he hath done you good, when 
be his mrecies produce ſuch effects upon Jo hearts; he F 


0 will fay of eyery favour, thus improved, It was well be-" al 
. ſtowed, and will rejoice over you to do. you geod for — 
F Ver. 15 e 
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| *r 18... bine chen, b., 
Aid euth other. It is ſpoken with an immediate refrence 
to that ſignal providence of Irael's deliverance out of the 
Babyloniſh-captivity, and the ſweet effects thereof ; where- 
in the truth and righteouſneſs of God in the promiſes, did 
as it were kiſs and embrace the mercy and peace that was 
contained in the performance of them, after they had ſeem- 
ed for ſeventy years to be at a great diftance from each o- 
ther. For it is an allufian to the uſual demonſtrations of 
| Joy and gladneſs, that two dear friends are wont to give 
|” and receive, after a long abſence and ſeparation trom each 
| . other; they no ſooner meet but they ſmile, embrace and 
| kiſs each other: Even thus it is here. The word p- 
ll Fofbs may be (and by ſome is) render'd, haue met 4; and 
| That alſo is true, for when ever theſe bleſſed promiles and 
! performances meet and kiſs each other, they are allo joy- 
| © folly cmbraced and kiſſed by believing ſouls. There is, I 
Ad doubt not, a mediate reference of this ſcripturs to the AM 
| fab alte, and our redemption by him: In him it is tat 
| theſe divine attributes, which before ſeemed to claſh and 
= contradict one another in the buſincſs of our ſalvation, 
|» have a ſweet argreement and accompliſhment. Truth 
and + = yak. in him meet with merey and peace 
> [In a dleſſed agreement. What a lovely * is this, 
and how pleaſant to behold! ,O'if with Hebakkuk, chap. 
er. we would but ſtand upon our watch. towertot ale 
due obſcrvationsof providence ; what rare proſpects might 
ve have! Luther underſtands it of the word of God, 4. 4. 
I will look into the word, and obſerve there how God ac- 
compliſbeth all things,/and brings them to paſs, and how 
bis works are the fulfilling of his word. Others(as Calvin) 
s  wunderftand itof a man's own retiriag thoughts and medita* 
tions, wherein a man carctully,cblerves what purpoſes and 
*dclipns God hath upon the world in general, or upon him- 
fſteit in particular, and how the truth and righteouſneſs of 
| God in the word work themſelves thro” all difficulties and 
mpediments, and meet in the mercy, peace and happineſs 
. of the faints at laſt. Bvery belicyer (take it, un which 
* Hef you will) hath his wath-tower as welt as Habaklodk ; 
an glg me cave to y, it is an,angelical employment do 
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behold the gapſcnt of God's attributes, |, e oy 
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yet lived ts {co the comfortable and unexpected returtls 1 
them. And thus was thecaſe of Job, chap. 6. 11. he had given I 
ived | 


i 
'th 


the accompliſhmen: of his ends, and our own happineſvin 


the works of providerce. For this is the very joy of the 


| Js o'r and ſaints in heaven, to ſee God's ends wrovghr out, 


and his attributes glorified in the mercy and peace of the 
Church, Rev. 14. 1, 2, 3, & 8. \ 

2. And as it is a pleaſant fight to ſee the harmony af 
God's attributes ſo it is exceeding pleaſant to behold the 
reſurrection of our own prayers and hopes as from the 
dead: Why, this you may often ſee, if you will duly 
obſerve the works of providence towards you. We hope 
and pray for ſuch and ſuch. mercies to the church, or to 
ourſelves; but God delays the accompliſhent of our hopes, 
ſuſpends the anſwer of our prayers; and feems to fpeak 
to us, as Hab. 2. 3. For the viſie is yet for an appointed time, 


o 


Tut at the cud it ſhall ſpeak and not lie: Though it tarry, wait 


for it, beoauſe it will jurely cexze, it will not tarry : Bat we have 
no patience to wait the time ot the promiſe, our hopes 
languiſh and die in the imerim; and we fay with the def |] 
ponding church, Lm. 3. 18. Ow hope is periſbed 25 the | 
Lord; but oh, how ſweet and comfortable is it, to fee tie ſe 

prayers fulfilled, after we have given up all expectation of 
them! May we not ſay ofthem, as the ſcripture of the 


reſtoration of the Jews, ĩt is even fe ſromthedeag. Thus wa . 


and scaſe, Pſal, 3 l, 2. he gave up bis hopes and prayers N 4 


up all expectation of better days; and yet this man 


o lee arcſurrefion of all his felt comforts with an ads. 


vantage. Think how that change and unexpected turz 
of providence affected his ſou}: It is with our hopes and 


prayers as with our 2 bread on the waters, jor t 


fhale find it after many days, Eccl. 11. 1. Or as it was with - 
Jacob, who had given over all hopes of ever ſeeing his be- 
loved Joſeph again, but when a ftrange and ur expected 
providence, had reſtored that hopleſs mercy to him a- 

gain, oh how raviſhing and tranſporting was it! Gen, 46, 


"x What à tranſporting pleaſure is ir, to behold great 
ble ings and advantages io us, wrought by providenee 


,our of thoſe very things that ſeemed to threaten our j]j§jꝭ 
ox, miſery ? and yet by due obſerving the ways cf f ov? 
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| -yidence, you may, to your. fingolar comforr, find it ſo 
ctle did Joſeph think, his tranſportation into Egype had 

peen in order 40 his advancement there; yet he lived With 
joy to ſee it, and with a thankfnl heart to acknowledge it, 
en. 47 5. Wait and obſerve, and you ſhall aſſuredly 
fad that promiſe, Rem. 8. 28. working out its way through 
* all providences. How many times have you been made 


been. affied, O what a difference have we ſeen berwixt our 
afflictions at our firſt meeting with them, and our parting 
from them e have entertained them with ſighs and 
tears, but parted from them with joy, bleſſing God for 
| them as the happy inftruments of our good. Thus our 
fears and ſorrows are turned into praiſes and ſongs of 


* 


| ns: 0 4 
4. What unſpeakable comfort ts it, for a poor ſoul, 
| + that ſecs nothing but fin and'vileneſs in 1 ſelf, at the ſame 
Hime. to ſee what an high eſteem and value the Great God 
hath for him! This may be diſcerned by a_ due atten- 
dance to providence, for there a man ſees goodneſs and 
Fer fallow 


ing him thro' all his days, as it is Pſal. 23. 
6. Other men proſecute good, and it flies from them, 
they can never overtake it; but goodneſs and mercy fol- 
lo the people of God, and they cannot avoid or eſcape 
at; it gives them chaſe day by day, and finds them our, 
EF even when they ſometimes put themſelves by fin out of 
we way of it. In all the providences that befal- them, 
> neſs and mercy purſues them; O with what 1 
heart do they lometimes reflect upon tkeſe things ! An 
| | goodneſs of God be diſcouraged trom fol- 


will not : : 
lou ing me, nocwithſtanding all my vile affronts and a- 
«baſes of it in former mercies? Lord, what am I, that 
e mercy ſhould thus purſue me, hen vengeance and 
” «© wrath purſuc others as good by nature as: 1 am!“ It 
certainly argues the great eſteem God hath of a man, 
- when | ned av 
(uhether they be comforts or croſſes) for his good. And 


| wiſit him every morning, and tty him every une! 


upprars thar they are fo, that he. os wk ir eye 


hou 
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to, ay, as David, Plal, 119. 71. It is good for me that I have © 


"thus follows him with fanctifed providences 
* ſh mach, is plajn, from Job 7. 18. Zord whit 77 mans den 


praye! 
Whet 
means 
becon 
we nc 


ſenſe x 


have. 


How 
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Ho hath God bleſſed croſſes to mortify corruption, want 


val means the dus obſervation of providence will be to overs © 


this je very much nouriſhedy by paſſing a raſh and falſe - 


judgrrientupon the works of providence, i we ſee wicked 
ones profper in the world, and godly men cruſhed and de- 
ren 
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from them, Job 36. 75: L ſay not, that God's favour and ve. 
ſpect to a man may be concluded ſingly from hisprovi- 
dences; but ſanctitied providences may very much clear 
it to us; and when it doth fo, it cannot but be matter of +. 
exceeding great joyhh);r : . an 
To conclude, What is there in all this world, that - 
can give a foul ſuch joy and comfort, as to find himſelt 
by every thing ſer on, and furthered, in his way to hed- 
ven? And yet this may be diſcerned by an heedtul attend- 
ance to the effects and iflues of providence. 5 
How croſs ſoever the winds and tides of providence at 
any time ſeem to us; yet nothing is more certain, than 
that they all conſpire to haſten ſanctified fouls to God, and 
fir them for glory. < 40 13 L 
St. Paul knew, that both his bonds and the afflictions 
added to them ſhould turn to, or (as the word apobeſetgi 
imports) finally iſſue in his falvation, Phil. 1. 19. Not 
that in themſelves they ſerve to any ſuch purpoſe; but as 
they are over- ruled and determined to ſuch an end, thre* : 
prayer, and the ſupply of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt. 
When prayer the external, and the Spirit the internal 
means are joined with them, then afflictions themſelves 
become excellent means to promote ſalvation. And have 
we not with joy obſerved, how thoſe very things, that 
ſenſe and reaſon tell us they are oppoſite to our happineſs,” 
have been the moſt bleſſed inſtruments ro promote it'#. 


Of 


+ 


to kill our wantonneſs, diſappointments to wean us 
from the world! O we little think, how comfortable 
thoſe things will be in the review, which are o burden- 

ſome to preſent ſenſe | B, te 1 


9 


hid Motive: © © iS 
Sor . : | „„ 
In the next place, I beſeech you conſider, What an gekl-- 

power and ſuppreſs the natural atheiſm that is in your hearts,” ® ; 

here is a natural ſeed of atheiim in the beſt hearts, und 


„%% —,, Divine Candudt s r, _ 
"Rroy'd in the way of righteouſneſs and integrity; it may 12 


tempt us to think, there is no advantage by religion, and 

all our ſeli-denial and holineſs to be little better than loſt and 
labour. Thus ſtood the caſe with good 4ſaph, Pſal. 73. he r 
12, 13. Behold, theſe are the ungodly that proſper in the worlu, og 
they increaſe in riches : And what doth the fleſh infer from is f 
thence? Why, no leſs than the unprofitableneſs of the Exod 
ways of holineſs ; Yerily I have cleanſed my heart in vain; wah, 
| "ang waſbed my bands in innoceney. This irreligions inference "Ty 
carnal reaſon was ready to draw from the diſpenſations of * 


"outward proſperity to wicked men: But, now if we | 
would heedfully obſerve, either the ſignal retributions of wa 
providence to many of them in this world, or to all of ca 
|” them in the world to come; O what a full confirmation 3 
| is this to our faith! Pſal. 9. 16. The Lud is known by the and c 


oo judgments that he executeth, The 5Sth pſa'm contains the i 
Characters of the moſt prodigious ſinners, whoſe wicked - | 30 
neſs is aggravated by the de liberation with which it is - Of 
— ver. 2+——By their habit and cuſtom in it, Fauttc 


V. 3-—— By their incorrigiblene ſs and perſiſtance in it, g- think 
4. 5-——And the providence of God is there invited to 50 * 

deſfroy their power v. 6 and that either by a gradual Pye. 
and inſenſible conſumption of them, v. 6.—or by a ſudcen tell & 


| 
{ 
[ 


unexpected ftroke, v. 9. | . 
And what ſhall the effects of ſich providences be to the 
&  righicous? Why, it ſhall be matter of joy, v. 10. —and 
= great confirmation to their faith in God, v. 1 f. Verily there 
=. 5; 4 God that juagerh in the earth. | v#*,.% 
And on the contrary, how convincingly clear are thoſe 
8 _providences, that demonſtrate the being, wiſdom, power, 
love and faithfulneſs of God, in the ſupporting, preſerving 
and delivering of the rigbteous, in all their dangers, fears 
+ © and difticolries? In the things the Lord ſhews himſelf 
to his people,  P/al. 942 1. Yea, he ſhews himſelf to ſpi- 
ritual eyes in the providences, as clearly, as the ſun man- 
b- itefts himſelt by his own beams of light, Hab. 3.3, 4- 
e bfightneſs was as the light, and le had horns eaming out: of 
r hands, and there was the hiding of his power, It is ſpoken 
' . ©. of the Lord's going forth for his people in their deliver- 
| © | ance from their enemies; and then he had hozns, or rays | . 
and beams of power and mercy coming oat of , * 
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by his hands, are meant his providential adminiſtratios 


and diſpen ſatiens, and the horns that come out of them, 
a"e nothing elſe but the glorious diſplay of his attributes in 
thoſe providences . How did God make himſelf known to 
his people in that ſignal deliverance of them out of ? 
Exed. 6. 3. then he was known to them by his name Jehv- | 
wah, in giving Being by his providences to the mercies 
promiſed. TY | * 5 
Thus when Chrift ſhall give his people the laſt and 
greateſt deliverance from antichriſt, he ſhall ſhew himſelf 
to his peeple in a veſture dip'd in blood, and his name 
be called The word of God, Rev. 19. 12. His name was the 


word of God before; but then he was the word reavealing , 


and diſcovering the promiſes and truths of God; now ac- 
compliſhing and fulfilling them. That his name is near, 
his wonderful works declare, Pſal. 75. 1. | * 
But more particularly, let us bring it 
experience. It may be, we find ourſelves ſometimes af- 
faulted with atheiftical thoughts: We are tempted to 
think God hath. left all things below to the courſe and 
ſway of nature, that our prayers reach him not, as it id 
Len, 3. 4. that he regards not what evils befal us. Bur, 
tell me, ſaints, have you not en: 
mouths of all ſuch temptations ? 
our own experiences! 
arts. ' 


* 


do but reflect upon 


1. Have you never ſeen the allſuffcient God in all be 


proviſions he hath made for you and yours, throughout 
all the way that you have gone? Who was it that ſup» 
£19 to you whatever was veedful in all your ſtraits ? 
Vas it not the Lord? I he i hat hath given bread to them 

' that fear him, and hath been ever minaſul of his covenant, Pfal. 


111. 5, O do but conſider the conſtancy, ſeaſnnablenefs, | * 


and at ſmetimes the exrracrdivarineſs, of theſe proviſk 
0e, and how they, have been given in upon prayer ; a 


faut your eyes, if you can, apainſt the convineing evidebet 1 


of that great truth, 5 36. le withufawerh not his 9 


. Have you not plainly diſcerned the care of God in 
preſervarions from fo many-and great dargers as you 
ElGapey and been carried rough hitherto / How — 

e * * * in b | "5% 4 | 


#4, V+ 


home to our Win 


4 - 
if 


h at hand to ſtop the 


And ſolemnly ask your own 
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> fee wm Divine Conduct Or, N 
- that you have over · lic d ſd many, mortal dangers, -fickneſ. | 
>. Jes, accidnets, deſigns of enemies to ruin you f It is, I pre- 1 appe 
ſume, beyond queſtion with you, that the very finger of || made 
Cod hath: been in theſe things, and that it is by his care |} that 1 
lone, you have been preſerved. When God had fo fig- | fermpre 
- nally delivered David from a dangerous diſeaſe, and the || 4/0 w. 
- ePlotrs of enemies againſt him; By this (faid he) I hum then || not tt 
aævoureſt me, becauſe mine enemy aoth net uriumpbh ever me, Pal. our 
Kt. 11. He gathered from thoſe gracious protections, the ft fo 
Care God had over him. | 
3. Have you not plainly diſcerned the hand of God in 
the returns and accompliſhments of your prayers ? Nothin | 
can be more evident than this, to men of obſervation, Pſa? 8 The: 
34. 4, 5, 6. I ſought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered | will be 
me from all my fears. They looked unto him and were lightned, || cellent 


and their faces were not aſhamed. This poor man cried, and the never 


Led heard lum, and ſaved him out of all his troubles. Parallel diſtreſ: 
F to this, runs the experience of thouſands and ten thouſands had no 
- of Chriſtians this day; they know they have the petitions I to its v 
they asked of him. The mercy carries the very impreſs I ſtrong] 
and ſtamp of the duty upon it. So that we can ſay, This | pencie 
js the "mercy, the very mercy, I have ſo often fought hilft 


Rh God about. O how ſatisfying, and convincing are theſe I aged h 


— 
= 


. 
i 


= things, . | proves 
4. Have you not evidently diſcerned the Lord's hand, 10. Ir 
we guiding and directing of your paths, to your unfore- Chriſti: 
deen r Things that you never prajected for f| experic 
yourſelves, have been brought about beyond all your not ſati 
„ Fhoughbts. Many ſuch things are with God; and which Þ nothing 
Fot all the ſaints hath not found that word, Jer. 10, 23. || bour to 
—gerified by clear and undeniable experience? Ihe way of corded 
Wan Is not in himſelf, I preſume, if you will but look over || difficult 


= the mercies you poſſeſs this day, you will find three to one, reader t. 
ni may be ten to one, thus wrought by the Lord for yoqj. 1. Hi 
„od how ſatiofy ing, beyond all arguments in the world, | fouls, „ 
drs theft experiences, That there is a God to whom his thoſe -w 
KN Leary! 0 God ther ppg Af TON cnet 

— 4 8 [ ” obje 


_ . ls it not fully eenvictive, chat. ther is a Gad who ritual f 
takes care; of vn, inaſmach. as you have found.in alf the f ied, felt 
temptations and-Qifficulfics of your lives his promiſes till more eak 
fulfilled, and faithfüffy per formed in «ll thoſe vonditions is much 


—— renar—_— 
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ſtrongly and concluſively, 


Ae 
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1 appeal to.ydurſelves, it yon have not ſeen that promiſe - 
made good, Pl g1, 15 I will be with him in trouble; and 
that 1 Cor. 10. 13. God is faithiul who will net ſuffer you to be 
tempted above that you are able; bat will, with the tempt ation, 
alſo make a way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it. Have 
not theſe heen as clearly made cut by providence before 
our eyes, as the ſun at noon-day ? What room then is 


eft for atheiſtical ſuggeſtions in your breaſts ? 
Fourth Motive 


The recording and recognizing of the performances of providence, 
will be a fingalar ſupport to faith in future exigencies, This ex- 
cellent ule of ir lies full in the very eye ot the text, There 
never betel David, in all his troubles, a greater ſtrait and 
diftreſs than this; and dcubtleſs his faith had ſtaggered, 
had not the conſiderations of former providences come in 
to its relief. From this ropick faith argues, and that ve 

Lodid David's faith in many ext» 
gencies: When he was to encounter the champion of the 
Fbiliſtines, it was from former providences that he encour-= 
aged himſelf, '1 Sam, 17. 18. And the Apoſtle Pa im- 
proves his experiences to the ſame purpoſe, 2 Cor, 1. % 
10, Indeed the whole ſcripture is full of it: What © 
Chriſtian underſtands not the exccediug uſcfulneſs of thoſ& 
experiences he hath had to relieve and enliven: But I fhall - 3 
not ſatisfy my ſelf with the commen aſſertion, than which 
nothing is more trite in the lips of profeflors ; but will lu 
bour to ſhew you, whetcin the great uſefulneſs of our re-. 
corded experiences, for encouraging faith labouring under 
difficulties, conſiſts. To this. purpoſe, I ſhall deſire the 
reader to ponder ſeriouſly. the ie Pllewisg particulars. 

1. How much advantage thoſe things have Yen 3 
fouls, Which we have already felt and taſted, beyonek 
thoſe Which were never reliſhed by apy former, experi- 
enge? What is experience, but the bring} n 
the objects of. faith to the dijudicarion and teft of the ſpi- 
ritual ' ſenſe ? Now, when any.thing hath been once u. 
ſted, felt and judged by. a former experience, it 1s'mich - - 
mote eafily believed and received when ir occurs again; It 
is much eatier;for ia ich to travel in a path that is well 


know w 


4.19 


4 


= 
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Ne Wen to it, 2 formerly trod it, than to beat 
ve onEwwhich it never trod, nor can fee one ſtep before 
it. Hence it is, tho' there be a difficulty in all the acts 
ol faith, yet ſcarce in any like the firſt adventure it makes 
upon Chrift; and the reaſon lies here, becauſe in the ſub- 
S ſequent acts it hath all its former experiences to aid and 
encourage it; but in the firſt adventure it hath none at 
all of its own, it takes a path which it never knew be- 
Sore: 
- To truſt God without any trial or experience, is a more 
noble act of faith; but to truſt him after we have often 
tried him, is known to be more caſy, O *tis no ſmall 
| advanta 57 to a ſoul in a new plunge and diſtreſs, to be a- 
dle to ſay, This is not the firſt time I have been in theſe 
dieeps, ans yet emerged out of them ? Hence it was, that 
Chriſt rub'd up his diſciples memories with what provi- 
-- "dence had formerly wrought for them in a day of ſtraits, 
; Matth. 16. 8, 9, 10, 11. .O ye little faith, why reaſon ye a- 
mung yourſebves, becauſe ye have rag no bread? Do ye not 


any ſtrait for bread before now ; Is this the firſt difficulty 

=. that ever your faith combated with ?.. No, no; you — 

felt ftraits, and experienced the power and care of God in 

At g them, before now; and therefore I cannot but 

ou men of little faith; for a ver 1 and ſmall 

= -mcaſure of faith, affiſted with ſo-muc experience as you 

bare had, would enable you to truſt God. There is as 

«<< much difference bet wixt lieving before, and after ex- 

as there is berwixt ſwimming with bladders, 

— our firſt venture into the deep waters without them. 

What a ſingular encouragement to faith do former experi- 

© ences yield it, all by anſwering the pleas and objections cf 

unbelief drawn from t rug ject of fatth ? Now, there be two 

be © qbings that unbelief ſt 

4 2 other his willingreſs to help. 

(1. Unbelief objects the impoſſibility of relief in dee 71 

” ifrefles, Pſal. 58, 19. Can God farniſh a table in the wil- 
785 92 2 Can be give bread alſo? Can he provide fleſh for hit 


by 


. 0 vile +, unworthy thoughts of God! proceed- 
hop our W RET and 4 boundlels pou paper 
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Feet underſtana, neither remember? g. 4. Were ye never under 


bles at in God; one is his power, 


t glxe 
the objections of 


5 e 
(2) Such as are drawn from the extremity. of our pre- 


de Myſtery ef Providence; -  ' "why 


of God, by our own line and meaſure; becauſe we ſee | 


not which way relief ſhould come, we conclude, none is 


to be expected. Bur all theſe reaſonings of yabelict are 
vanquiſh'd by a ſerious reflection upon our own experien- 


ces; God hath helped, therefore he can, Ja. 59. 1. His 


hand is not ſhortned, i. e. he hath as much power and abi-„ 


lity as formerly, | 


(2.) Unbelief objects againſt the will of God, and queſi- 


ions, whether he will now be gracious, tho“ he hath for- 
merly been ſo? But after ſo many experiences of his read» 
ineſs to help, what room for doubting remains? Thus 


Paul reaſoned from the experience of what he had done, 


to what he would do, 2 cœ. 1. 10. and ſo did David, 1 
Sam. 17, 36. Indeed, if a man had never experienced 
the g 


place is loſt after ſuch frequent trials? <1 "TY 
(3.) 1 t encouragement to. faith, as it anſwers 
Funbelicf drawn from the ſubject. Now 
theſe objections are of two ſarts alſo. n: 
(1.) Such as are drawn from our 
Now (faith unbelief) can ſo finful 
pect, that ever God ſhould do this or that for me d Tie 
true, we find he did great things for Areham, Iſaac. 


days. f 


— 


8 of God as well as they? As unworthy as I am, 
od hath been good to me not ithſtanding: His 


appeared firſt to me, when I was worſe than Lam now. 
both in condition and diſpoſtiion; and therefore I WII 
ſtill. expect a continuance of his goedneſs to me, tho* I de- 


If when we were enemies, we were reconciled to Cu 


reach, we ſel 


ſerve it not. 
the death of his Sm; how mach more being 
ſaved by bis life, Rom. 5. 10. 


ſent condition, if troubles or dangers. grow to an height 
and we ſeemngthing but ruin and. miſery in the eye of * 


neſs of God to him, it were not ſo hainous a ſin 
to queſtion his willingneſs to do him good; but what 


t-unworthineſs, 
vile a creature ex- + 
Meſes, & . but theſe were men of eminent holineſs, mem 


that obeyed. God, and denied themſelves for him, aa 
lived more in a day to his glory, than ever I did all mp- / 


ell, but what” ſignifies all this to a ſoul, that unden 
all its ſenſible vileneſs and unworthineſs, bath taſted te 
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ſon before us; now, unbelkerf beste 8 e ee and 
troubleſome to the ſoul; now, where are thy prayers, thy 
hopes, yea, where is now thy God 
But all this is eaſily put by andavoided,by conſulting our ex- 
1 in former caſes This is not the firſt time I have 
en in the ſe ſtraits, nor the firſt time Ihavehad theſame doubts 
and deſpondencies; and yet God hath carried me thro! all, 
al. 57: 7, 8, 9, Ge. This is it that ſuffers not a Chri- vid was 
Alan to unravel all his hopes in an hour of temptation. 
Fe Row uſeful are theſe things to the people of God? 


| uh Fifth Motive. 0 


ſiſts in a 
recelvec 
actually 

Thus 


- » The vecognition of former providences will un er ts your ſouls ſpect to 
- — matter of proſe and thankſgiving, which is the very em- Nou, © 
poyment of the angels in pm and the ſweeteſi part of our lives provide! 
en eartb. and eng 
Sce Pſal. 61. J, 8. If God will prepare merey and I this ene 
ruth for David, he will prepare praiſes for his God, and exhibite 
that daiiy. So Pal. 71. 6. By thee have 1 bees zoll up 1. T 
Jun the womb, thes ar be that rock me aus of my mother's how- his peo 
od; (there mercies from the beginning are recognized.) . 1 
; raiſe ſbal be continually of ey; there the natural reſulc provide! 
4 E oſe recognitions is —— neſs an 
_- There be ave things be iſe of God, engages 
. Uuand all of them have clan to — pron ences exerci(- loving ki 
— ted about us. give, m 
| I. A careful obſervation of the mercies we eee deem dence: 
bim, J. 41. 17, 18, 19, 20. This is fundamental to all kindneſ 
. Kalter God cannot be glorified for the mercies we never 3 
ond, k re 
Cs. e e of the favours, received, . 
"2h 2 103. 2 the Lord and ſanget not all his 4 
[> _ | benefits. ? the- Lord Meir 1 — _ bis elſe, bu 
. = 106. 13 They ſon fegat hi — ſhewerh 
3. A due appretiation and valuation ot every Be- As th 
_ "dence that doth us good, 1 Sem. 12: 24, That pr oi. is amo! 
-dence that fed them in the wilderneſs with matma, — a | f God, 
| 1 moſt remarkable 2 to them; but they Arti _— 
Uing it at its wort od had not hat praiſe for which 6 
| eee mk, 1 5 Tat {4 IE N. conſider 
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and engaging ſouls to praiſe, are found therein alſo, T 


—_— 
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Bot 


de Myſtery of Providence. 7 
4. The excitation of all the faculties and powers of ble 
foul in the acknowl of theſe mercies to us. Thas - 
David, Pſal, 103. 1. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſeul; and al 
that is within me bleſt his holy name, Soul- praiſe is the very 
ſoul of praiſe: This is the tat and marrow of rhank-of- _ 
fering. | . 
« Nkritable'rerribarien for the mercies received. This Da. 
vid was careful about, Pſal. 116 1, And the Lord taxes good 
Hezekiah for the neglect of it, 2 Chren. 3 2. 24, 25. This con- 
ſiſts in a full and hearty reſignation ofallto him,tbat we have 
received by providence from him: And in our willingneſs 
actually to part with all for him, when he ſhall remand it. 
Thus you ſee, how all the ingredients to praile, have re- 
ſpe& to providence. But more particularly, I will ſhew 
you, that as all the ingredients of praiſe have reſpect to 
providences, ſo all the motives and arguments obligi 


m_— 


% 
: 


this end conſider, how the mercy and goodneſs of God is 
exhibited by providence, to excite our thankfulneſs. 
1. That the goodneſs and mercy of God is let out upon 
his people in his providences about them; and this is the 
very root of praiſe, It is not ſo much the poſſeſſion that 
providence gives us of ſuch or ſuch comforts, as the goods 
neſs and kindneſs of God in the diſpenſing of them, that 
engages a gracious ſoul to praiſe, Pſal. 63. 3. Becauſe h 
loving kinaneſs is better than life, my lips ſhall praiſe thee- T 
give, maintain and preſerve life, are choice acts of provi- ,, _ 
dence: But to do all this in a way of grace and loving 
kindneſs, this is far better than the gifts themſelves ; life - 
is but the ſhadow of death without it: This is the mercy - | 
that crowns all other mercies, Pſa/. 103. 4- It is this a 
ſanQtifed ſoul defires God would maniteſt in every prov i? 
dence about him, Pl 17 7 and what is praiſnig God} 
elſe, but our ſhewing forth that loving kindneſs, which he 
ſhewerh us in his proyidence ? Pſal. 92. 1, 24. 
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As the loving - kindneſs of God maniteſted in provid 2 

is a motive to praiſe; ſo the free and unde ſerved favours - f 
of God, diſpenſed by the hand of providence, ohlige be 
fou} to praiſe. This was the conſideration that melted- 8 

Davids heart into a thankful Ving frame, even the f 
conſideratim oi the tre nr w 


* * 
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dition to all this dignity ; from following the ewes, to feed Ja- 


th neſs, Gen, 32. 10, | 
3. As the freeneſs of mercics diſpenſed by providence 
engageth praiſe; fo the multitudes of mercies heaped this 
way upon us, ftrongly oblige the ſoul to thanktulneſs. 
Thus Devid comes before the Lord encompaſſed with a 
multitude of mercies to praiſe him, P/al. 5.7, We have our 
loads of mercies, and that every day, P/al.68 O whara rich 
heap will the mercies of one day make, being laid together, 
4. As the multitudes of mercies, diſpenſed by providence 
oblige to praiſe ; ſo the tenderneſs of God's mercy, mani- 
felted in his providence, leaves the foul under a ſtrong 
obligation to thankfulneſs, We fe what tender reſent- 
ments the Lord hath of our wants, ſtraits and burdens, 
Pſal. 103, 13, Like as 8 father pitieth his children, ſo the Lord 
itieth them that fear him, He is tull of bowel s,as that word poly- 
-- © planchnes, James 5. 11, fignifies, Yea, there are not only 
= bowels of compaſſion in our God, but the tenderneſs of 
= . bowels, like thoſe of a mother to her ſacking child, a, 
49. 15. He feels all our pains, as if the apple of his eye 
were touched, Zech. 2.8. and all this is diſcovered to his 
people in the way of his providences with-them, Pſal. 
III. 2, 3, 4. O who of all the children of God hath 
not often found this in his providence! And who can ſee 
t, and not be filled with thankfulneſs! All theſe are ſo 
many bands clapt by providence upon the ſoul, to ebli 
it to a lite of praiſe Hence it is, that the prayers of he 
eints are ſo full of thankſgivings upow theſe accounts: 
Ti ſweet to recount them to the Lord in prayer; to ly 
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Tegnſions to poor worms. 


At his feet in an holy aſtoniſhment at his gracious conde · 


—— 


Sixth Motive. 
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The due obſervation of providence will endear Jau Civiſ 
day” mere and mere. to pour foule, Chriſt is che channel of 


| grace and mercy ; thro%im are all the d G. m 
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providence, 2 Sam. 7. 18. What am I, o Lors 
| GodP And what is my father's houſe, that thou haft brought me 
|  bitherte? i. e. raiſed me by providence from a mean con- 


cob his pple, Pla), 78. 70, 71. O! this it is that engages 
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Lord In gratiersm, all the ſtreams of mercy that flow from Ge” | 
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t me to us, and all the returns of praife from us to God, 1 C 
3-21, 22. All things are ours upon no other title, bu 
our being his. | Mb. > 
Now there be three things in providence, that are ex- 
| ceedingly endearing of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ro his peo- 
ple: "And theſe are the moſt ſweet and dilicious parts of 
all onr epjoy ments | & Pr 
I, The purchaſe of all thoſe mercies which providen- 
ces convey to us, is by his own blood: For not anl 
ſpiritual and eternal mercies, but even all our tempora 
ones are the acquiſition of his blood, Look, as fin for- 
feited all, ſo Chriſt reſtored all theſe mercies again to us 
by his death, Sin had ſo ſhut up the womb of mercy, 
that, had not Chriſt been an attonment by his death, it 
could never have brought forth one mercy to all eternity, 
for us. It is with him that God freely giver us all things, 
Rom 8 32. Heaven itſelf, and all things needful to 
bring us thither, among which, is principally included 
the tutelage and aid of divine providence: ſo that, whats - *; 
ever good we receive from the hand of providence, e 
muſt put ir upon the ſcore of Chriſt's blood; and when 
we receive it, we may ſay, Tis the price of blood; Tis 
a mercy riſing up out of the death of Chriſt ; ir colt him 
dear, tho it come to me freely: Ir is ſweet in the paſs 
ſeſſion, but coſtly in the acquiſition, Now, this is a moſt 
endearing conſideration : Did Chriſt die, that theſe mer- 
cies might live: Did he pay his invaluable blood to pur- 
chaſe comforts that I poſſeſs ? O what tranſcendent, match» 
lefs love, was the love of Chriſt? You have known pa» 
rents that have laid out all their ftack,of money to pur. 
chaſe eſtates for their children; but when did you hear 
of any that ſpent.the whole ftock and treaſure of their 
blood, ta make a purchaſe for them? If the life of Chriſt 
had not been ſo aflitive and ſad to him, ours could nog 
have been ſo ſweet and comfortable to us; tis thro* his 
povert "uy we 1 Cor. 8. 9. 2 2 mer- 
cies that are of providence every day, are the fruits _ 
of the travel ob bis en n s oY . 
2. The ſanctitication of all q by our ugiop with Chriſt⸗- 
Tis by vertue of our union with, his perſon that we mn 
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are mercies ad 


e tenure by which we hold them, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22, 23, 
Look, what we loſt in Adam, is reſtored again with ad - 
vantage in Chrif : Immediately upon the fall, that curſe, 
Gen. 2. 17. ſeized upon all the miſerable poſterity of A. 
dam, and upon all their comforts, out ward as well as in- 
.. ward; and this ſtill lies heavy upon them: All that 
' providence doth for them that are Chriſtleſs, is but to 
ſo many poor condemned wretches, till the ſentence 
| =_— are under be executed upon them: It is indeed boun- 

tiful and open-handed to many of them, and fills them 
with earthly comforts; but not one ſpecial ſanctiſied mer · 
ey is to be found among all their enjoyments: Theſe gifts 
df providence do but deccive, defile and deſtroy them thro* 
their own corruptions, and for want of union with Chriſt, 

Prov. 1. 32. The proſperity of fools ſhall deſiroy them 

But when a man is once in Chriſt, then all providences 

are ſanified and ſweet It. 1. 15. Unto the pure, all things 
ave pure. A little that a righteous man hath, is better than the 
freaſures of many wicked, Pſal. 37, 16, Now, Chriſt be- 
comes an head of influence, as well as of dominion ; and 
If = things he conſults: the good of his own members, 
Eph. 1. 22, PS. 5 

kg deſpenfation of all our comforts and mercies, is by 
his direction and appointment It is true, the angels are 
employed in the kingdom of providence ; they move the 
fheels, f. e. are inſtrumental in all the revolutions in this 
lower world; but ftiil hey receive directions and orders 
from Chriſt, as you may ſee in that admirable ſcheme of 
providences, Exek. 1. 25, 26 &. Now, what an en- 
dearing meditation is this ! What ever creature be inftru- 
mental for any good to you, it is your Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
- that gave the orders and commands to that creature to do 
i ; and without it they could have done nothing for you: 
Ir js your head in heaven that conſults your peace and 
comlort᷑ on earth; theſe be the fruits of his care for you. 
So in the pre vention and reſtraints of evil, tis he that 
bridles in the wrarh of devils and men; he holds the reins 
in his on Hund, Rev. 21 10. It was the cat of uit 


over 


tional to that great merey CHRIST, Matth. 
337 they are given with him, as in Rem. 8. 32. This is 
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over his poor ſheep at Damaſcus, that ſtop'd the raging ad · 
verry who wa upon the way, deſigning to deſtroy 
: 9, - . 


4. The continuation of all your mercics and comforts, 

mward as well as inward, is the fruit of his interceſſion. 
heaven for you. For look, as the offering up of the 

Lamb of God, a ſacrifice for ſin, opened the door of mers, 

cy at firſt; ſo his appearing before God as a Lamb that 

had been ſlain, ſtill keeps t 

5. 6. Heb. 9. 24 By this his interceſſion, our 

comforts arc prolonged to us, Zech. I 12, 13. 


e an 
very fin. 
we commit would put an end to the'mercies we bel, 
were it not for that caution which 1s put in for us by it, 


1 John 2. l, 2, If any man ſin, we have an Advocate with the. 
Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous ; and he is the propitiation for. 
ur fins, &c, This ſtops all pleas, and procures new par- 
dons for new fins, Hence it is he ſaves to the wt 
the laſt compleating act, Heb. 7. 25, New fins do not ir- 


ritate our former pardons, nor cut off our privileges ſetled 


upon us in Chriſt, * 


5. The returns and anſwers of all your prayers and 
cries to heaven for the removing of your afflictions, ar 


at door of mercy open, Rev. 


to 
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ſupply of your wants, are all procured and obtained fogyous - 


by Jeſus Chriſt. He is the maſter of your requeſts; and 
were it not that God had reſpect to him, he would newer 


regard your cries to him, nor return any anſwer of peace 
to you, how oe ſoever your diſtreſſes ſhould be, Rev. 
8. 3, 4. Tis his rame that gives our prayerstheir accept= 


ance, Jolm 15. 16. Becauſe. the Father can deny nothing, - 
therefore our prayers are not denied. Doth God condes  - 
ſcend to hear you in the day of trouble? Doth he con- 


vince, you by your own experience that your prayers have” 


power with Goa, and do prevail? O ſee how much you.owe 
{fo your dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for this high and glorious + 


privil 1 | „ 2 * N 

6. The covenant of grace, in which all your comfortable 
„joy ments are comprized, and f 
and ratified by him I 
ies are all comprized in this covenant, 


PET) - 


him betwixt God and you, 
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by which they are ſecur- 
d, ſanctiſed, and ſweetned to you, is made in Chriſt, 
Your Mer- - 
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134 Divine Conduct r, 
bread, Pſal. 11 1. 5, as well as yourjuftification, and other 
ee 1 a Jo l 
Tis your covenant intereſt, that ſecures to you what - 
ever it comprizes, Ia. 55. 3. hence they are called the 
ſure mercies of David. ky | 
_ Nay, this is it that ſanctifies them, and gives them the 
nature of. ſpecial and peculiar mercies. One ſuch mercy 
is worth a thouſand common mercies ; and being ſanctifi- 
ed and ſpecial mercies, they muſt needs be exceedin 
.- ſweet beyond all other mercies. On theſe accounts it 
was, that David ſo rejoiced in his covenant intereft, tho? 
laden with many afflictions, 2 Sam. 23. 5. - 
gut now all this hangs entirely upon Chrif. The new 
teſtament is in his blood, 1 Cor. 11. 25. and whatever lolli 
mercies you reap from that covenant, you muſt thank the and 
Lord Jes Chriſt for them. Put all this together, and after 
then think how ſuch conſiderations will endear Chriſt to 
your ſouls. 


Seventh Motive. 


© The aue obſervations of Providence have s marvellous efficaty 
"to melt the heart, and make it thaw and relent ingenuouſly before 
" the Lord, ae WM | | 
Ho can a ſanctified heart do leſs, than melt into tears, 
whilft it either conſiders the dealings of God from time 
to time with it; or compares the mercies received, with 
the fins committed, or the different adminiſtrations of pro- 
vidence towards itſelf and others! 2 
Let a man but ſet himſelf to think deliberately and 
cloſely of the ways of providence towards him, let 
"him fellow the tract of providence as it hath led him all 
along the way that he hath gone; and if there be any 
Principle of gracious tenderneſs in him, he ſhall meet 
With variety of occaſions to excite and draw it forth. 
KReader, go. back with thy ſerious thoughes, 1. T. 
|  -. the beginning of the ways of God with thee, the wercie 
| _ that brake our early in thy youth, even the fy born mer 
dies from the womb of providence ; and thou wilt ſay 
Wbat need T go 'farther? Here is enough not only d 4. 
N ** | * | . L * 4 move ö 


1 


— 


7 


The. Myſt:ry of Providence. 135 
ther | move, but oyerwhelm my heart. May 1 not from this time 

cry aue thee, my Father thou art the guide of my youth, Jer, 3. 
hat. | 4+ What a critical time is the time of youth It is the 
the moulding age; and (ordinarily) acchrding to the courſe 

of thoſe leading providences, after providences do ſteer 

their courſe, What levity, raſhneſs, ignorance and ſtrong 
propenſions to fin and ruin accompanied that age? How 
ol many being then left to the ſway of their own luſts, run 
Ain themſelves into thoſe fins and miſeries, which they ne- 
| ver recover themſelves from to their dying day! Theſe, 
» | like the errors ot the firſt concoction, are rarely. rectiſied 
afrerwards. Did the Lord guide thee by his providence, 
when but a child ? Did he then preſerve thee from thoſe 


=— {ollies and miſcarriages, which blaſt the very bloſſom 
the and nip the bud, ſo that no good fruit is to be e 


after war ds? Did he then caſt thee into ſuch families, ar 
it to amoog ſuch company and acquaintance, as moulded and 
formed thy ſpirit to a better temper? Did he then direct 
thee into the way of employment, wherein thou haſt 
ſeen ſo large a train of happy conſequents ever ſince fol- 
low iug thee? And wilt thou not henceforth ſay, N. 
ther, my father, thou art the guide of my youth Or, * 

00 2. Let us but bring our thoughts cloſe to the providences 
efor of after times, and conſider. how the ſeveral c es and 
removes of our lives have been ordered for us: Things 
we never foreſaw nor deſigned (but much better for . us, 
than what we did deſign) have been all along ordered 


Fe = for us. The way of man is not in himſelf: God's thoughts have 

P nat been ar our thoughts, nor his ways as or ways. Among the 
„ and] eminent mercies of thy life, reader, how many of them. 
1, let have been mere ſupriſals to thee! Thy own | 


thn all have been chruſt aſide, to make way for better things de- 
e any ſigned by, providence for thee. Nay, DEW. -. 

3. Do obſerve the ſprings and autumns of 
dence, in What order they have flouriſhed and faded with 


*T thee, and thou wilt find thyſelf overpowered with "the 
Fercie ſenſe o divine wiſdom and goodneſs: When neceſlicy 
. required, ſuch a friend was fitrred up to help thet del 4 


a place opened to receive thee, ſuch a relation raiſed ny 
mly t or continued to refreſh thee; and no ſooner doth woke > 
move] dene deprive thee of any 3 them, bur eicher thy need of- 
bY < +2 q , | 2 ; Kay 


| Divine Conduct: Or, © 
them ceaſes, or ſome other way is opened to thee, O the 
| depth of God's wiſdom and goodneſs! O the matchleſs 
k tenderneſs of God to his people 
| — 4. Compare the dealings of providence with you and 


| . others, yea, with others that ſprang up with you in the 


iame generation, it may be in the ſame families, and from 
the ſame parents, it may be in families, greater and more 
flouriſhing in the world than yours; and ſee the differ- 
ence, upon many great accounts, it hath made bet wixt 
vou and them, I knew a Chriſtian, who after many years 
ſeparation, was viſited by his own brother, the very fight 
of whom, wrought upon him, much as the fight of Benja- 
min did upon Joſeph, ſo that he could not refrain to fall u- 
on his neck, and weep for joy; but after a few hours 

t together, finding the ſpicit of his brother, not only 
eſtranged to all that's. ſpiritual and ſerious, but alſo very 
"vain and,prophane, he haſtned to his chamber, ſhut the 
door upon him, threw himſelf at the feet of God, and 
with flowing eyes, and a melting heart, admired the dit- 
tinguiſhing grace of God, ſaying, Was not Eſau Jacob's 
bother ? Grace; grace aſtoui 1 race! 


5. Compare the carriage of providence towards you, 


3 your own carriage towards the Lord; and it muſt 
needs melt your hearts to find ſo much mercy beſtowed, 


* 


. 
” 
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where ſo much fin hath been committed. What place 


did you ever live in, where you cannot remember great 
vocations committed, and manifold mercies notwith- 


ſtandiag that, received? O with how many natwithſtana- 
ing's and ne verrheleſis, hath the Lord done you good in e- 


very place! What relation hath not been abu ſin; 
and yet both raiſed up and continued by providence for 


your comfort! In every place God hath left, the marks 
of his goodneſs, and you the 1 of your ſintul · 
neſs: Give yourſelves but leave to think of theſe things, 
and it ĩsſtrange if your hearts relent not at the remembrance 
n 1 | & | , uf 11 Th | 

6. or a compa! r dangers” Wich your 
fears, and both with the ſtrange 7 — and doors be e- 
ape providence hath opened, and it cannot do leſs. than 


0 >» , tt... 5 


— you with a full ſenſe of divine care and good - 


* X 1 - 
7 * g 0 * ri £ 
0 *. ; ; 2 


| _ Due obſervation of Providence will bath beget and facw 


De Myſtery of Providence. 137 
There have been dark clouds ſeen to riſe over you, 
1222 even at your door, ſometimes threatning your 

ife, ſometimes your liberty, ſometirres your eſtates, and 
ſometimes your deareft relarions, in whom, it may be, 
your life was bound up; remember in that day, what 
faintneſs of ſpirit ſeized you, what charges of guilt ſtirring 
up tears of the iſſue within you; You turned to the Lord 
in that diſtreſs, and hath he not made a way to eſcape, and 
delivered you from all your fears? E. 34 4 — _ 

Oh! Is ycur life ſuch a continued throng, ſuch-a di 


trated hurry, that there is no room to be found with, 
Chriſtians to fir alone, and think on theſe things, and preſs - 


theſe marvelous diſcoveries of Ged in his providences u- 


— 


pon their own hearts ! Surely, might theſe things but iy upos 


our hearts, talk with our thoughts by day, and lodge with 


us at night; they would even force their paſſage down te. 


our very reins. 
* 


N * 
* 4 


Eighth Motive. 
— 


tranquillity in your minds, amiaſt the viciſſuder ana revalutiont of. - 


things in this unſtable vain world. | 3 

Pſal. 4. 8. 1 will both lay me down in peace and ſleep, for the 
Lord only maketh me to awell in ſafety. He refol ves, the ſin 
ful fears of events ſhall not rob him of his inward quer, 
nor torture his thoughts with anxious preſages: He 
will commit all his concerns into that fairh{>l ſatherly 
hand, that had hitherto wrought all th 
he means not to loſe the comfort of one nights reſt,” nor 


bring the evil of ro-morrow on the day, but know ing 


in whoſe hand he was, wiſely enjoys the ſweet felicity of 


a reſigned will. + | 

Now, this tranquilliry cf our minds is as much 
begotten. and preſerved by a due conſideration of provi- 
denge, as by any thing wharſcever. _ Hence it was that 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when he would cure the diſciples 
anxious and diſtraQting 
bids them conſider the care 


- G3 


< 


ings for him, and 


= 


— 


folicitudes about a livelichaod, _ 
. providence hath over the birds 
ot ile air, and the lilles of the field, * 
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Divine Conduct: Or 
and Clothes the other without any anxious care of theirs ; 
and would have them well confider thoſe providences, and 
reaſon themſelves into a calm and ſweet compoſure of ſpirit 
from thoſe conſiderations, Mat. 6. 72, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Tuo things deftroy the peace and tranquilliry of our 
lives, our bewailing paſt diſappointments, or fearing future 
ones. But would we once learn previſion and proviſion 
to be divine prerogatives, and take notice how often pro- 
vidence baffles thoſe that pretend te it, cauſing the good 
they fore ja (according to their conjectures) coming to 
hand, yet to baulk them and flee from them; and 
the evil they thought themſelves ſufficiently. ſecured 
from, to invade them. I ſay, would we conſider how 
\ ,Providence daily baffles theſe pretenſions of men, and 
Merts his own dominion, it would greatly conduce to the 


A e our lives. 
This is a great truth, and there is no feee of adver ſity 
ſo formidable, but being viewed from this tation, would 
becomeamicable. Now, there be ſeveral things in the con- 
fideration of providence, that naturally and kindly compoſe 
the mind of a Chriſtian to peace, and bring it to a ſweet 
reſt, whilſt events hang in a doubtful ſuſpenſe. —_ 
i. The ſupremacy of providence, and its uncon - 
troulable power in working. This is often ſcen in the 
good that it brings us, in a way that's above the thoughts 
and cares of our minds, or labour of eur hands. 7 had not 
thought (laid Jacob) to have ſeen thy face ; and lo, Cod hath 
ſhewed me thy ſeed alſo, Gen. 48: 11. There is a frequent 
coincidency of providences in a way of ſurpriſal, which 
from no appearance, or the remote IN of outward 
caules could be foreſeen, but rather falls viſibly croſs to 
the preſent ſcheme and poſture of our affairs. Nothing 
tends to convince us of the vanity and folly of eur own 
ſollicitudes and projections, more than this doth. 


2. The profound wiſdom of providence in all that it 


peil formeth for the people of God. The wheels are full 
of eyes; Exch. 1. 18. fe. there is an intelligent and w iſe 


ſpirir that firs upon, and governs the affairs of this 


This wiſdom ines out to us in the unexpected, yen, 


contfary 


contrary events of thing 


* The Myſtery of Providence, 139 

5s, How often have we been 
courting ſome beautiful appearance that invited our ſenſes, 
and with trembling ſhun'd the formidable face of other 
things, when notwithſtanding the iſſues of providence * 
have convinced us, that our danger lay in what we court» 
ed, and our,good in what we ſo ftudiouſly declined? This 
alſo is a ſweet principle of peace and quiet te the Chriſ- 
tian's mind, that he knows not, but his good may be im- 
ported in what ſeemed to threaten his ruin. Many were 
the d iſtreſſes and ftrairs of Iſrael in the wilderneſs, but all 
was to humble them, that he. might do them goed in the latter 
end, Duet. 8 16, Sad and diſmal was the face of provi- 
dence that ſent them out of their own land, into the land 
of the Chaldeans ; yet even this was a project to do them 
good, Jer. 24. 5. How often have we rerracted our raſh 


and headlong. cenſures of things upon experience of this 


truth, and been taught to bleſs our afflictions and diſap- 
pointments in the name of the Lord! Many a time have 
we kiſſed thoſe troubles at parting, which we met wich 
trembling. And what can promote peace under doubtfal 
pro v iĩdences more effectually than this. 2 
3. The experiences we have had throughout our Ives 


of the faithfulneſs and conftancy of providence, are of ex- 


cellent uſe to allay and quiet our hearts in any trouble 
that befals us. Hitherto hath God helped; 1 Sam, 7. 12. We 
never found him wanting to us in any caſe hitherto this 
is not the firſt ſtrait we have been in, the firſt time that 
our hopes and hearts have been low. Surely, be is the 
ſame God now as heretofore, his hang is not ſhortned, 
neither doth his faithfulneſs fail. O recount in how 


extremities former experience hath taught you not to de- 


4. The conjectures Chriſtians may make of the way of 

— towards them, from what its former methods 
ave: been towards them, is cxcceding quiet and com 

able, Tis uſual with Chriftians, to compare times .W 7 
times, and to gueſs at the iſſue of one providence hy ano“ 
ther. The ſaints do know what courſe providence- G. 
ſually holds, and accordingly with great probability collect 
what they may expect from "og in like caſes they _ 


— 


* Par obſerved. Chriſtian, examine thine own heart, 
ormer obſervations, and thou wilt find, as Pſal. 


comfortable aſpect of providence wil 


— 


4 


ie de ſuppoſed, he ſhou 
f 
.) Or, if we compate the 


of . 
p - 


” 0 9 „ 
fl + we | 
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Divine Condurt's o, 


and its 
89. 30, 31, 32. that it is uſually the way of God to pre- 
pare ſome ſmart rods to correct thee, when either thy 
«Heart hath ſecretly revolted from God, and is grown 
vain, careleſs and ſenſual, or when thy ſteps have declined, 
and thou haſt turned aſide to the commiſſion ot iniquity. 


And then when thoſe rods have been ſanctified to humble, 


reduce and purge thy heart, it is uſually obſerved, that 
thoſe ſad providences are then upon the change, and then 
the Lord changes the voice of his providence towards 
"thee, Jer. 3. 12, 13. Go and proclaim theſe words towards the 


worth, and ig, Return thes back ſliding Iſracl, ſaith the Lord, and 


Tote enſign flor, fe Hem menu er 
"the Lord, and 1 will not keep anger for ever : Only acknowledge 
' thine iniquity, &c. 5 8 ' 


If therefore I find the bleſſed effects of the rod upon 


*me; that it hath done its work, to break the hard heart, 


_ "and pull down the proud heart, and awaken the drowſy 
heart, and quicken the ſlothful, negligent, lazy heart; 


now, with great probability, I may conjecture a more 
quickly appear, the 
refreſhing and reviving time is nigh... , I'S 

J. It is uſual with Chriſtians, to argue themſel ves in- 
to freſh reviving hopes, when the ſtate ot things is moſt 
2 by comparing the providences of God one with a- 


er. 135 | 
(. It is a mighty meditation, when we 
co the providences of God towards the inanimate 
und irrational creatures, with his providences towards us. 
'Doth he take cate for the very fowls of the air, for whom 


no man provides, as well as thoſe at the door which we 


daily feed ? - Doth he ſo clothe the 'very graſs of the field, 
| the young ravens, when they cry for mea? And can 
1d Forger his own people, that are 

much more value than hey? T0 TEES > — 
. ty and care that provi- 
Jene hath expreſſed to the enemies of God, how. it feeds 
and dothes and protects them, e ven whilft they are fight- 
ing againſt him with his own mercies; it cannot but 


der and farisfy us, thar ſurely he will not be wamting to. 


* 


Die Myſtery of Providence, 141 
thut people upon whom he hath ſet his love, to whom he 
hath. given his Son, and for whom he hath defigned hes - 
ven itſelf, _——Or, — «348 | Fd 
(3.) and Lafth, It muſt needs quiet us, when we conſider, . 
what the Lord did for us in the way of his providence, 
when we ourſelyes were in the Rate of nature, and enmi» 
ty againſt God. Did he not then look after us, when WW 
knew him not? Provided for us when we owned” him 
not in any of his mercics? Beflowed thouſands of mer- 
cies upon us, when we had no title to Chrift, or any one. 
promiſe ? And will he now do leſs for us, fince we are 
reconciled and become his children? LIM 
Surely, ſuch conſiderations as theſe, cannot but fill the 
ſoul with peace, and preſerve the tranquillity of it under 
the moſt diſtracting providences. SC: 


Ninth Motive. R 


Due ob(eruations of the ways of God in iis Providences towards 
ut, have an cxtellent uſefulneſs and aptitude to advance nd im. 
prove holinejt in our hearts and lives, For, "oy 

1, The holineſs of God is manifeſted to us in all his 
works of Providence, Pſal, 145. 27. The zerd is righteons in, 
all his "ways, and holy in al his. works; The inftraments, © 
uſed by providence, may be very finfuland wicked, they 
may aim at baſe ends, and make uſe of wicked mediams. 

to attain them; but it is certain, God's deſigns are moſt 

ure, and all his workings are ſo too. Tho' he permits, © 
imits, orders and over-rules many unhotyperſons and ac-' 
tions, yet in all he works like himſelf ; and his holineſs © 
is no mote defiled and ſtained bytheintmpdrity, than ue 
ſun-beams are by the -noifome exhalations of a dunghilt - 
Duet 3 2. 5. His the rictꝶ his work is perfets ; for all his m 
are. judgment @ God of truth, and without iniquity ; Tufl and. 
* be. So that, in all his providences, Xu; be fore us 
a perſect pattern of 8 we might be ho hy in 
all our ways, 4a» our Father ig im all his ways. But this” 
is not all. P IN EWA 
2. His providences, if 13 romote holineſs» 

n 


by ſtopping up our way to fin,, Oh! If. men would bu, 
5 4 28 of God in his preventive providences 
1 3 bow? 


4 4 _ 


4 * . * 
yn. 1 
o - . 
\ * 1 b hw. 


Dime conduck Or, 


| Bow oftul would it be to keep the upright and holy in tho 
their ways. For why is it, that the Lord fo often hedges the 
our way with thorns, as ir is, *Hoſea 2. 6, but that we of 

ould not find our paths to fin? Why doth he clag us, chi 
but to prevent our ſtra ing from him ? 2 Cor. 12. 7. LH * 


ys 1 ſboxld be exalted above meaſure, there was given we a thorn in | 
| the feſb, a wieſenggr.of Satan to buffet me. O "tis good to at- 3. 
tend to theſe works of God, and fi.dy the meaning of || thy 
hem, Sometimes providence croſſeth a hopful thriving 
project to advance our eſtate, and fruſtrates aſl our labours of th 
and” cares; Why is this, but to hide pride (from man? fo 
ot thou proſper in the world, that proſperity might 
> thy ſnare, and make thee a proud, ſenſual, vain foul ; 
the Lord "Jeſus ſees this, and therefore withdraws the 
food and fuel frem thy corrupticns, n 
It may be thou haſt a crazy, diſeaſed, weak body, thon 
Jabourcft under often infirmities; in this, the wiſdom and 


care of God over thy ſoul is manifeſted ; for wert thou fe 
riot ſo clogged, how probable is it, that much more guilt 2 
iht be contratted ? Your poverty doth but clog your | £** 
: ms; roaches clog your abmicion ; want prevents — 
[ Wagtonneſs ; ſickneſs of body conduccs to the prevention the, 
l 2 * inward gripes of conſcience, and groans under a 
3. The providences of God may be obſerved to conduce of th 
to our holineſs, not only by preventing fin, that we may hs 7 
not fall into it; but alſo by purging our ſius when we are (4 
8 . tellen into them, . 27. 9. By this therejire ſhall the iniquity 72 
of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit to tale amy his ſin. a 
F So Den, 11, 33, 34, 35. They are of the ſame uſe that 2 


fire and water are for purging and cleanfing ; not that ; 

1 they can purge us from lin in cir own ns and power, This 
for if fo, thole that have moſt afifftions, would have moſt 
| Fee alſo; but it is in the virtue of Chriſt blood, and 

da God's bleſſing upon afflictive providences, that they 
ie us from fin, A croſs withaut'a Qur1sT never 

” any good.. Nor in "Gods afflittive providences for fin, | for ; 


. N are many things that tend to the purging of it: the £ 
Fer, ” 3 
ky 1. Such rebukes cf providence diſcover the diſplea- me 


| 3 Jure of God againſt us: The Lord fro was upon us in 


% 


The Myſtery of Providence. "ir 
angry, and theſe ate 
the tokens of it ; and nothing works more to the melting 
of a gracious heart than this. Muſt not the of a 

child melt and break whilſt the father is ?' "O this 
is more bitter to our ſpirits than all the ſmart and anguiſh 


' thoſe providences, Our Father is 


of the affliction can be to our fleſh. See Pal, 38.1; #. 


3. O Lord rebuke me not in thy wrath ; neither chaflen . 
thy het diſpleaſure: Fir thine arrows flick faſt in me, ana thine 


and preſſeth me for, There is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh becauſe 


of thine anger ; neither is their any reſ in my bones becauſe of my 


Mo By theſe rebukes of fin, the evil of fin is diſcover- 
ed more ſenſibly to us, and we are made to ſee more 
clearly the evil of it in theſe glaſſes of aMifion which 
providence at ſuch times ſets before us, than formerly we 
we ever ſaw. Jer. 2. 19. Thine own wickeaneſs ſhall corre 


| thee; and thy back/lidings- ſhall reprove thee: Know there 


fore and ſee, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou haſt 
forſaken the Lord thy God, and that my ſear is not in thee, ſaith . 


the Lord of Hoſts, O the gall and worm-wood that we taſte 


ia ic under God's rebukes for it. | 
(3.) Providence blaſts and fruſtates all ſinful projects ta 
the people of God; whoever thrives in them, they ſhall 
not, Iſa. 30. 1, 2,3, 4. 5- And this alſo convinces them 
of the folly that is in fin, and makes them cleave. to the 
way of ſimplicity and integrity. | Ed "4 
(4) Holineſs is promoted in the ſoul by cautioning and 


1 foul agaiuſt (in for time to come Job 34. 31. 3 


1 have born chaſti ſement, 1 will nut offend any more, O happy 
providences, haw ſmart ſoever, that make the ſoul fare- + 
ver afraid of fin! Surely ſuch rods are well beſtow' d. 
This gives God his end: And ifever we forrowed after 

# godly ſort, in the gay of our trubles, it will work this 
carefulpeſs, 2 Cor, 7. 11. Behold this ſelf-ſame thing that ye 
forrowtd aſter a godly ſort, what carefutne(s it in you, &. 
O! It ever a wan haye been under a ſanctified rod, which / 
hath ſhewed him the evil of ſiꝶ and kindly humbled hm 
for it, and a temptation mold in ſollicte him to 

the ſame evil; Why, thinks he, Nhat a madneſs is it for 
me to buy repentance at ſo dear a rate ? Have | not ſmart- 
ed enough 


already? You may as well * 
a : — 


— 


— _— — — 


"244 | * Can duch: Or, „ " 

V ne, ny: into the fire, alter I have been already 

| d in K. 

» (5.) To conclude, providences do greatly i improve and 

| Eo e holineſs by drawing the ſoul into the preſence of 
a 


nd Bang, It the the 22 — and. occaſien of much 
communion wi fortable providences will do- 


this, they. will melt a man's heart in love to the God of 
His mercies, and ſo pain his bowe's that ke ſhall not be 
t, till he have found a place: to Four out his ſoul in 
| SE nck to the Lord, 2 Sam. | 
Afflictive providences will — — to the feet of God, 
and there make us to judge and condemn ourſelves, And 
All this hath an excellent ule to hank a. and promote 


Hopes thEſoul. 


\ Tenth Motive, 


. conſideration and fudy of Providence will be of 
alay uſe to us in a dying low, Hereby we treaſure up that 
TH hbich will ſingularly fweeren our death to us, and great- 
the. aſſiſt c ur faith in the laſt encounters, - Vom find when 
when Jacob died, what reflections he had upon the deal- 
y ings of God with him in the various providences of his 
. See Gen, 48. 3, 7, 15, 16. In like manner you find 
Hips, recording the providences of God, when at the 
ink of the grave; they were the ſubject of his dy- 
| be rate Joſbs 24. And i cannot bur think it a ſwect 
. dae to the lite ofpany Chriſtian: It muſt needs ſweeten 
n death; dd, to recount there the ſeveral. remarkable paſ- 
ſages of God: care and love to us from cur beginning to 
that day; to reflect upon the mercies that went along 
- with us WET the way, when we are come to the end of it. 
O Chiiſtians / Tycaſure up theſe, inftances for ſuch a time 
- as that is, that you may go dutof th&world hleſſin n 
for all the goodne ſs and truth he hath performed 18 
WH al your life 12 Now, the meditations of theſe things 
mat needs be of great ule . bod iy ou conſi r the 
22 ſollow ing particulars. 1 
1 The time of death is the time when ſouls Ane 
moſt violently aſſaulted by Satan with horrid te mptations 
10 0 black juggefiions, We may ay of that * gains = 


4 
, 9 — * 


go thro? a long lane of ſickneſs to the grave, and endure 


The Myſtery. e Providenee. 
it is ſaid of the natural ſerpent, | | 
ducitur in ling; he never exerts his utmoſt rage till the laſt 


encounter; aud then his great defign I to perſwade the · 


ſaints, that God loves them not, hath no care nor 


for them, nor their cries, tho' they pray for caſe, and 
cry for ſparing mercy, they ſec none comes: He handles 
them with as much roughneſs and ſeverity as other men; 


yea, many of the vileſt and moſt difſoJure-wrerches endure 


leſs torments, and are more gently hardled than they, Pſal;* 


73. 4. There are no bands in their death; when as thou muſt 


— 


4 


many deaths in one. 


But, what credit can theſe plauſible tales of Satan obtain 


with a Chriftian, who hath been treaſuring up all his life 
long the memorials of God's tender. regard beth to his 
wants. and prayers, and that hath carefully remaiked the 
evident returrs of his prayers, and gracious conde ſcenſions 
of God to him from his beginning to that moment? In 
this caſe, his faith is mightily aſhſted by thouſands of ex- 


periences u hich back and encourage it, and will not ſuf- 
| fer the ſauÞ to give up, ſo eaſily, a truth which he hath 
ſo often ſenſibly felt and taſted. I am ſure (faith he) God 


hath had a tender fatherly care of me ever ſince I became 
his: he never failed me yet in any former ſtrait and I 
cannot believe he will do fo now: I know his love's 
like himſelf, unchangeable, Jm 13. 1 Having loved his 
own which were in the world, ke loved them umts the 


our guide even uno death Did he love me in my youth; 


and will he caſt me off in my decrepid age? O God (faith-. 


the Pſalmiſt) thou haft tought me from my your h, aug hit herte 
have ] declared thy wonaros works; now alſo, when 1 ' old 
am gray headed, G Gag forſake me nut, Pſaly;7 1. 17, 1. 


* 


niſt mori, pro- 


7 


4 


| al. 
48. 14. Fer this God is aur God for ever and ever, he will be” 


2. At death, the ſaints axe engaged in the laſt, and one 


of maſt eminent works of- faith, even "the committing + 
themſelves into the hands of God; when we are launch-. © 


ivg forth into that vaſt 
new Baje v ilk me 
moment. In 


is 
thus 


8 


. * 
# it y - 
G * _ . ne 
| _ h 
" 


el and entering into that 
K. Ne Sib in © 
wriſt ſers us a pettern Lite 23. 46. 
Father, imo thy hands I commend my ſpirit : and having fad 


ö 2 Os 


| 


t 
| 


| 
' 


146 7 5 


— 


with God 
og per 


1 - 
i 
© 


oon mercies, and how they have been im 
1 


— — ——_— 
| * * - + . = 
* « * . 4 - . * 
Diane 3 


thus pave. up the ad. So Stephen at his death, ,Lord Jef- 
ur, receive my ſpirit ; and immediately fell afleep, Acts 7. 59. 


” S 4 
- 9 


There be two ſignal and remarkable acts of faith, both 
enceedingly difficult, wiz. its 


act, and its lat The fr? 


is, a great venture that ĩt makes of itſelf upon Chriſt; and 


the Lf is; a great venture too, to caſt itſelf into the ocean 


of eternity upon the credit of a promiſe. But yet I know 
the firſt adventure ot the ſoul upon Chriſt is much more 


5 Aifficulr than the laſt adventure upon death; and that 


which makes it ſo, is, in great meaſure, the manifold re- 
corded experiences that the ſoul hath been gathering up 
from the day of its eſpoulals to Chriſt unto its dy ing, 
which is (in a ſenſe) its marriage-day. Oh! With what 
encouragement may a ſoul throw himſelf into the arms of 
that God, with whom he hath ſo long converſed and 


walked in this world; whoſe viſits have been ſweer and 


frequent; with whom the ſoul hath contracted ſo inti- 
mate acquaintance in this world; whom it hath commit- 
ted all its affairs to formerly, and fill found him a faith. 


ul. God; and now hath no reaſon to doubt, but it ſhall 


fand him ſo in this laſt diſtreſs and exigence alſo, 
3. At death, the people of God receive the laſt mercies 


= that ever they ſhall receive in this world by the hand of 


providence, and are immediately to make up their accounts 
| for all the mercies that ever they received from 
his hand. What can be more ſuitable therefore to a dy- 
ſon, than to recount with himſelf the mercies of his 
Whole life, the manifold receipts of favour, for which he 
is to reckon with God ſpeedily? And how ſhall this be 


done without a due and ſerious obſervation and recording 


of them, now ? I know there are thouſands of mercies 
forgotten by the beſt of Chriſtians; a memory of braſs 
cannot contain them: And I know alſo that Jeſus Ch riſt 


muſt make up the acceunt for us, elſe it will never paſs 


with God; yer it is our duty to keep the "accounts ot our 
| ov 'd by us, for 
are fle Wards, and theg are to give an account of. our 
e 88 5 PL, 3 


4 20 


4. Atdeath, we owe an account alſo to men, and ſtand o- 


bliged (if there be oppoxtunity for it) to make known to 
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them that ſurvive us what we have ſecn and found of God 


TY The Wyftery of Proufllence vidence. 
in this world, that we may leave a teftimony for God with 
men, and ** up a good report upon his ways. Thus 


dying Jacob, when Joſeph was come to take his laft tarewell 
him in this world, ſtrengthned himſelf, and fat upon 
the bed, and related to him the eminent appearances of 
God to him, and the places where, Gen, 48. 2. 3, as alſo 
an account of his afflictions, wer. 7. So Jeſbua, in his laſt 
ſpeech to the people,” makes it his buſineſs ro vindicate and 
clear the — 
how the providence of God had fulfill'd the ſame to a 
title in his day, Joſh. 23. 14. 4nd behold (faith he) this day 
I am going the way of all the tarth, and ye know in all your hearts, 
and in all your ſouls, that not one thing hath ſailed ef all the good 


things which the Lord your God ſpake concerning you: A re 


come to paſs unto you, and not ane thing hath failed thereof, 

And cercianly *cis of great importance to the world, fo 
underſtand the jndgments, and hear of the experiences of 
dying men. They, of all men, are preſumed to be moſt 


wiſe and moſt ſerious ; Beſides, this is the lait Naa” 5% | 
that ever we ſhall have in this world to ſpeak for God. 


O 4hen, hat a ſweet thing would it be to cloſe up our 


lives with an honourable account of,the ways of God? o 
go out of the.world bleſſing him for all the mercies and 

truth whiFHhath here performed to us! How would:' 
this encourage weak Chriſtians, and copvince the atheiſti- 
cal world, that verily there is a reality and an exceliency- - 


in the ways and people of God ! © | 
5. Ar death, we begin the angelical life of praiſe and 
thankſgiving. We then enter upon that everlaffing ſweet 


employment ; and as I doubt nor, but the preyidences, in 
which we were, concerned in this world, will be a part 


of that ſong which we fhall ſing in heaven, ſo eertainly 
it will become us to tune our hearts and tongues for it 
whilſt we are here; and eſpecially when ye arc ready to 
enter upon that bleſſed ſtate. O theretore, let it be your 


and dane for you, from the beginning of bis way hither 
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And thus I have ſpread before you ſome encourage. 


meats to this blefled work, O that you would be per 
G PE | ſwaded- 
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daily meditation and ſtudy what God hath been to J 
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of the 7 by recounting to them 
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l " ſwaded to this lovely and every way beneficial practice 
This T dare preſume to ſay, chat whoever finds a careful 
and a thankſul heart, to record and treaſure up f 

the daily experience of God's mercy to him, ſhall never Tt 
want new mercies to record to his dying day. It was faid ce 
of Clavdian, that he wanted matter ſuitable to the excel- chap 
leney of bis parts: But where is the head or heart that is I bine 
ſmitable to this matter! Ibo can utter the mighty works of ing, 
"the Lead! who can ſbem forth all his praiſe ! Pal; ic 2. you, 
| | I 


; $666$56$$566$$6$0$66$5$566$$555655555$$55$55$56585 day. 


HUS. I have, thro* the aid of providence diſ- ruin. 
- patchet the main deſign I aimed at in the choice ¶ tunit 
3 92 this ſubject. All that remains will now be J com 
©. - fpecdily nniſhed in ſome few corol laries to be briefly not- any 
G upon the whole, and three or four practical caſes to be 

_ Rated, You have heard how providence performeth all 
= things for you. Learn thence, . | 


/ 
£ 


1 5 That God. ir therefore to be owned by you, in all that befals you || wiſh 
fn this world, whether it be in a way of ſucceſs: and comfort, or of Man 
mull and aft. O tis your duty to obſerve his hand me! 
nid dippoſal. When God gives you comforts, tis your all th 
WE great evil not to obſervE bis hand in them. Hence was provi 
1 — charge againſt acl; Hoſ da 8 She did not knew that | be id. 
ww Tawve her tern and wine and oil and mulfiplied her ſitver and | for ye 
Fa, te. ſhe did not actually and affectionately conſider Ia fru 
| - my care over her, and p eſs io her, in theſe mercics. I by pr 
d for Aictions, tis a great wickedneſs, when God's Iſa," 
hand is lifted up, not to ſee it, Iſa. 26. 1 1. The Ox bam — 
3 4 maßers ib, Iſa; 1. 3. the molt. Fro the 
dull and ſtupi creaturey Snow et Fg Ss. O: he oo 
Look to the hand of G im all, 26d know, tha 1 


SIT. * \ 4. Fir ſi Corollary. FA 
* * | 


seither 
Pour comforts nor affliction do ariſe out of the Naa, or. 7 
= on ei " ſtands 
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ctice Lois: Gl 
areful | Second Corollary. © 8 
„ up ff - | ; : 
never Ik God perform att things for you, how great is his con 
s ſaid Heſcenſion to, and care over his people | What is man (ſaith Job, 
xCcl- chap. 3. ver. 17, 18.) tha: then ſbouldff magnifie him, and [et 
hat i: :bine heart upon him, and that thou ſboulaft viſe him every m- 
wks of ing, and try him every moment Such is his tender care over 
2. you, that he withdraws not his eye from you; See Job 36. 
J. Left any hurt you, he himſelf will guard and keep you 
$9995 | day and night, If. 27. 3. Should he withdraw his eye or 
: hand one moment. from you, that moment would be your 
: Ciſ- ruin. Ten thouſand evils watch but for ſrch an oppor> 
hoice ¶ tunity, to ruſh in upon you, and deſtroy you and all r 
w be — 1 You are too dear to him to be truſted in 
„ebe | 297 hand bot his own, Bs 33. 3. Al bir finer ave in ag 
h all 8 ad 2 2 1 
| Third Corollary. ON 
Learn bence hem you ave obliged to perſerm all duties and r- 
vices for Goa, who performcth all things for yon. It was the | 
lr you viſh of a ood man, oprarem id me efſe Dev, oft mil | 
or of || manys mes, O that I could be to God what my hapd is fo + 
hand me! iz. a ſerviceable uſeful inftrument. Shall God ds 
your fall things for you, and will you do nothing for God? 1 
was | providence every moment at work for you, and will you * | 
that | be idle ? To what purpoſe then is all char God hath > 
r and tor you? Is it not the aim und deſign of all, to make: on 
der. a fruitful people? If God plant, and fence, and water you 
Ars, | by providence, ſure he looks you ſhould bring forth ff,. 
3090's %. '5. 1; 2,3, 4-+ O that in return, for all the benefits g | 
kuws providence, you -would ſay to God, ul Eliſhs ſaid 2 
moſt. Ito the r Bobelg hae beſt 0h wg Jv ONE: oo 
0: ths % te be dane for the, 1 Kings 4.134 An 
ther, N Devid, AI. 113. What ſba I render wits the Lord for a 
*, or Jie benefits roward; me?" He is over doing you good; b 
we Ae you always abounding in his work. His providence $7. 
_ ſtands by you in your greateſt diſtreſſes and dangers; don't 
- | 


yourflineh” from God, when his ſervice and your duty is | 
OY 25s OI" IS I 7 +, com» 
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. 
compaſſed about with difficulties. O be active for that 


God who is acting every moment for you. _ 
2 whic 
ns Fourth Corollary. * g cop 


Doth God perform all things for his people? De net pert 
 firuft kim then as often as nem or great diffitulties ariſe, ' 
Why ſhould you fo think, he that hath done many things 

for you, will now do no more? Surely, the Lord's hand i: | 

not ſhortued that it cannot ſave, nor his ear heavvy that it can-|| I 

enn hear; if any thing put a ſtop to his mercy, tis your || 847 
iniquities, your diſtruſt and infidelity. IJ. 59. 1. How | 

Tong will it be ere you believe lim] If a thouſand*and. ten 

. thouſand of trials and experiences of his tender care, falth- 

© Fulneſs and ſove will cure this diſtemper in you, you have 
mem ar hand to do ir, If the frequent contutations of 
this your diſtruſt by the unexpected breakings out of mer- 

Ee for you under the like diſcouragements will cure it, 

look back and you may fee them, "Certainly you have 

been often forced by providence with, ſhame and repen- 

'* tance to retract your raſh cenſures of his care; and yet 
will you fall into the ſame diſtemper again? Oh! That 

would. once learn this great truth, that no man ever 

Wanted that mercy, which he wanted not an heart to truſt 

and wait quietly upon God tor; You never yet ſought 

; Godin vain, except when you ſought him vainly. _.. 

r a | 1 


„„  . Fifth Covellary. 


” Doth God perform all things for you ? Then ſeek God for 
$ 2 by prayer, and never mndertake any deſign without him. 

25 inly, if he do not perform it for you, you can never 
bave what you deſire and labour for: And tho“ he have 


1 — to perform this or that tor yon, yet for 
A. the! N will be enquired of, thar be 0s do it 
For you: Exek. 36. 374 I reckon that bufmeis agigood as 
ir were in hand, that trouble as good as over, tor th 
| doing, enjoying, or removing whereof we have eng aggd 
5 God by prayer. *Tis our folly to engage that inſtrument 
und that for us, to attempt this way and not to 2 
our deſign, and all the while forget — whoſe p : 

e 2 Be 2 R arch. 
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„God, that delights in our proſperity, that 


. | was, At 
world 


confuftons and dangers 


« 
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ſure all inſtruments and means entirely depend. That 


which begins not with prayer, ſeldom winds up wich 


comfort. The way of man is not in himfelf ; it it were, pray- 
er might then be re&on'd loft labour. O let him 


hang} all, be owned and . in all?! 


Sixth Gerdllary. 


Lale, If God perform all things for us, Then it "pen 
great intereſt and concernment in all rhing ngs to 28 to pleaſe lum, 
ven whom we depend for all things, 4 

It is a grave and weighty obſervithen of ome. 
— « Nothing (at he) ſhould be grievous and bitter to aChri- 

ſtian, but to provoke the diſpleaſure of God, Avoid 

« that, and no affliction or trouble whatever can caſt down 
« ſuch a pradent ſoul ; but even as a ſpark is eaſily e- 
4 Ak choſen in the ſea, ſo will the favour of God exting- < 
thoſe troubles.” - It is with ſich a ſoul (faith he} 

p as it is with the heavens; we think the heavens ſuffer 
hen they are overſpread with clouds, and the fun ſuf- 
« fers hen it is ecl _ bur there is no ſuch thing; 


e they ſuffer not when they ſeem to ſuffer, — — Dent, 
„rue emnia, Every thing is well, and ſhall be wel, - 
« when all is well berwixt * and God, The gl 5 
conſolation of the ſaints lies in this, that _ hl ſm; ug 
them is in the hands of their father, Pene deſpers tl 
Chriftus eſſet caput 'Eccleſie, I had CB he 1 _ IS 
Luther) had not Chriſt been the head ods al 
When he that performs all things is our God, even — | 
over ys 

o do us good, what ample ſecurity is here in the greateſt 

; When one told Bozromens that 
there JOs 7 ri laid wait for his lite, bis anſwer 


fax mundo pro nibily-? What is God in the 
wthipe And 4s notable was the reply ot S. 


Dens mei cam non habet, 


tiarizt in a like cole fi quid viv? 

It God rake no care of me, how: do I live, how have” 

ſubſiſted hitherto ? „Tho, it ſeems a Romance to many 

„(aich a late grave author) yer we muſt either quit the 

4 W e credit to "= chat the moſt e 
5 «x 


3 


— . = 
mw 


g IT” - 
252 Divine Godt: or, IS * 
« for one to raiſe his fortune, and enſure a deſtiny that. 
can controul the ſtars, are given forth there (wiz. in the 
ſor ipture) where that evidently is found, Sapiens dminabit. 
40 % #ftis, & quemodo unuſquſque faber pereſs ofſe fortene. ſue, 
« A good man may even be his own carver. O that 
we would but ſteer our courſe according to thoſe rare 
liticks of the Bible, thoſe divine makims of wiſdom, 
pol nething but fin ; ſtudy nothing ſo much as how to 
| pleaſe Gad: Warp nat from your-own'integrity under any 
temptation ; truſt God in the way of your duty, —Theſe 
are ſure rules to ſecure yourſelves and your intereſt in all 
the vicifficudes of this life. 
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V laftwork will be, to ſtate three or four prac- 

tical caſes about this ſubje&, and fo I ſhall ſhut 1 
Providence, | 


1 this diſcourſe upon 
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14 113 _ to the clearing of e caſe, we are to conſider, 

= wh is meant by the will of God; what by thoſe doubt- 

= ful providences, _ make the diſcovery his will difi- 
cult; and what rules are to be obſerved for the clearing 

p oi God's will to ourſelves under ſuch difficult and pu- 
rovidences. 

1. As to the will of God, it falls under a twofold con-. 
fideration, of his ſecret and. revealed will. This diftinc- | 
on is found in that ſcripture, Dent 29, 29. The.ſecret thing: 
ns Selmg unto the Lord our God, but thaje EA 5 
e beling unto us. &c, The firſt is 2 rule of his own ac- 

-. tions; the latter of ours: And this only is concerned 
nne Query. 

Tbis revealed will of God is 4 maniſeſſed to us 
"in hie word, or in his works, The former is bis com- 
will, the latter is his effecting or Sit. will;T- 

_ has one verlant about 3 ou other, i. 2 | 


2 4 
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* Die Myſtery of Providence. iq * 
y thatl In theſe ways God manifeſts his will to men, but yet 
with great variety and difference, both as to the things re- 
vealed, the perſons to whom he reveals them, and the de- 
prees of clearneſs in which they are reveal. 
(1;) As io the things revealed, there is great differ- 
ence : For the great and neceſſary duties of religion are 
revealed to us in the word, with greateſt perſpicuity and 
evidence. About theſe there can be no heſitation ; but 
things of a lower nature, and lefler concern are left more 
Theft [obſcure, * e ee 
in all] (2-) As to the perſons to whom God reveals his will, 
there is great difference; ſome are ſtrong men, others 
babes, 1 Cor. 3. 1. Some have ſenſes exerciſed, others 
+. # » {of weak and dull nnderftanding ; and we know every thing 
is received according to the ability and meaſure of the per- 
- ſon receiving it. Hence it is, that one man's way is very - 
hut [plain before him, he knou s what he — 5 to do; the other 
$a W ee anon at a loſs, bivious uncertain what to 
057 7; 3% | 8 ' ' 
(z.) The manner of God's revealing his will to men is 
' alſo very different, Some have had ſpecial, perſonal, and 
Ie'ͤpeculiar diſcoveries of it made to them. So had Samyel 
bir aun [odour the choice of the perſon whom he ſhould anoint 
"=, Wing, 1 Sam. 9.15, And ſo had David, 1 Sam 23. 2, „ 
Ander 75 1,12. where you find upon his enquiry ot God( tikel 
doubt. Ney the Urim and Thummim) God told him what was hies 
1 diff. — as to that expedition, and hat would be the event 
- lot it. * 8 1 
_— But now, all are tied up to the ordinary ſtanding rule 
Parc bot the written word and muſt not expect any ſuch ex- 
„ [traordinary revelations from God. The way we now, 
Jiftinc. have, to know the Will of God concerning us in difficult 
5 thing! ſes, is, to ſearch and ſtudy the ſcriptures; and where We 
yevent- find no particular rule to Ae in this or that particular 
| _ (caſe,;there we are to apply general rules, and govern ours + 
a lves according to the analogy and proportion they bear 


- 


dwards each otiier; r 8 
2. But now it often falls out, that 'in-ſachidoubtfa} 
aſs wg are i angled in our on thoughts, and put to a 
Ds what . o fake. We pray with David, that 
Po wouſd make 6 w, Plal. 5. 8. Afid 
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whether we may ſafely give out ourſelves by thoſe intima 


£ 
i » p 


yet providences, in themſelves, are no ſtable rule of duty, 8, 
nor ſufficient diſcovery of the will of God. We may 
lay of them, as it is, Job 23. 8, 9. Behold 1 go foreward, but 


Vun ſelf on the right hand, that I cannot ſee him, 
If providence, in itſelt, be allowed to be a ſufficient 


foraſmuch as there is one event happens to al, and as it falls 
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i ir ſhould ſucceed well; but fin is fin ſtill, and duty 
1 Soy all, whatever the events and iſſues of either be 
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f 3 Divine Cunduct᷑ 2 Or, V 
ve are of diſpleaſing God, and yet doubtful we may dof cou. 
d; whether we reſolve 411 way, or that. And Hos — 


-- comes to paſs, not only thro* the diſniculty of the caſe chere 


but from our own ignorance and inadvertency; and veryſhis u 
. thoſe providences that ly before th where his Ii, 
in God ſeems to hint his mind to us, this way or that, and vid, 


fions of providence, is doubtful ta us. Ws - 
That God doth give men ſecret hints and intimations[; 
of his will by his providence, cannot be doubred ; but 


he is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive him; on the 
leit hand where he doth work, but I cannot behold him; he hideth 


diſcovery of God's will to us, then-we ſhall be forced of- 
tentimes-to juſtify and condemn the ſame cauſe or perſon 


ut-to the good, ſo to the wicked, Eccleſ. g. 8. Beſide, i 
A nee were the rule to judge any action or deſig 
y; then a wicked undertakement would ceaſe to be ſo, 


The ſafeft way therefore, to make uſe of providence 
in ſuch caſes, is to conſider them as they follow the com ; 
mand or promiſes of the word, and not ſingly and ſepa 
rately in themſelves, - If you ſearch the ſcriptures withſ;egin 
an indifferent and unbyaſſed ſpirit, in a doubtful caſe, prayſ if ſer 
for counſel and direction from the Lord, attend to the you 1 
dictates of conſcience, And when you have done alli and e 


mall find the providences of God falling out apreeably tq fer , 
the dictates of your own conſcience, and the beft Iigh TE 


you can find in the word; you may in ſuch caſes. makg{j,. f 
uſe of it as an r to you in the way of you f/ an; 
duty: But the moſt 1 of providencſ any m 
are not to be accepted againſt a ſcripture - rule; no ſmileſ age me 
or ſucceſſes of providences may, in this caſe, encourage ug fore 
to proceed on; and on the other ſid owns or diff gore 
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; The Myſtery of Providence. 133: 

may doſcouragements of providence ſhould diſhearten us in the 

1d this] way of our duty, how many ſoever we ſhould encounter 

therein, Holy Job could not find the meaning of God in 

his works, yet he would not go back from the commandments bf 

his lips, Job 23. 9. The like reſolution you find in Da- 

vid, to eed in his duty, and cleave to the word, ho w 

many ftumbling-blocks ſoever providence ſhould permit 
, Ito be laid in the way. 2 am become (ſaid he) like a botth 

narions in the ſmoke (nor only black, bur withered up by trouble 

1 ; but yer db I net forget thy ſtatutes, Pal. 119. 83. and again, ver, 

f duty,[8;, They had almoſt conſumed me upon earth , but 1 forſook nat 

e may precepes, | An 

ard, but Paul, by the direction of the ſpirit, was engaged 0 be N 

; the] to Jeruſalem, At 20. 22. After a clear revelation ot the 

4 hideth| mind of God to him in this matter, how many difficult 

. [and diſcouraging providences befel him in his way? The 

ficienth A, ple ar Tyre laid to him by the ſpirit (tho? in that they 

ced of · I followed their own ſpirits) chat he ſhould not go to Jeruſalem, 

perſon] 49; 21. 4. | {ny 

it fall} Then at Ceſ#rea he met Azabuz a prophet, who told him 

elide, i what ſhould befal him when he came thither, chap. 41. 

r deſigaſ 10, 11. All this will nor diſſwade him; and after allthis, 

be 19how paſſionately do the brethren beſeech him to decline 

d datyſchat journey ? wer. 12, 13. Yer knowing his rule, re- 

her bell ſolving to be faithful to it, he puts by all, and proceeds in 

videnceſ his W 0 "3008 

ie com ell then, providence, in concurrence with the word, 

id ſepa4 may give ſome encouragement to us in our way; but no. 

s Withl teſtimony of providence is to be accepted againſt the word. 

ſe, pray if ſcripture and conſcience tell you ſuch a way is ſinful, - 

| to theſ you may not venture upon ir, how many opportuntities 

one all and enchuragements ſoever providence may ſuffer to of- 

eahly ic fer themſelyes to you, for they are only permitted for 

ﬆ& Night your tefal, not your encouragement, Take this therefore 

s makdfor a ſure rule, that no providence can legimate; or juſti- 

of you, any moral evil nor will it be a plea before God for 

»idenc any man to ſay, The providence of God gave me encours.. 

S to do it, tho' the word gave me none. If there- 
urage uf fore, id doubtful caſes, you would diſcover God's will, 
5 or diſ poverg yourſelves in your ſearch atter it by theſe rule. 


x: had; 
7 4 1 
* 


at, and 
intima 


„ 
, 


* * 4 r F c *. . XN bd 4c: 
1. Get the true fear-of God upon your hearts, be really Bs... 
afraid of offending him, God xl — hide his mind — 2 
ſuch a ſoul, Pſal. 25. 14. The ſerrer of tie Lund it with then God. f 
| w fear him, and he will ſhew them his covenant, __ .. , 
Wkudy the word more, and the concerns and intereſts %, ved 
ol the world leſs, The, word is a light to your feer, Pſal, Ind * 
119. 105. 7. e. it hath a diſcovering and directive uſe. Tb ,, 
fulneſs as to all duties to be done, and dangers to be a- 4 +3 
voided ; it is the great oracle at which you are to en- 515, ; 
quire: Treaſure up its rules in you hearts, and you will I freſh us 
walk ſafely, ſal. 119. 11. Thy word have I hid in my heart, [God . 
that 1 might not ſin againſt thee, * 4 þerity N 
3. Reduce what you know into practice, and you ſhall — 
know what is your duty to practiſe, John 7. 17 Fam man Idiſting: ; 
d his will, he ſhall know of the doctrine, Pſal. 111. 10. A go cafe 
.  nderflanging have all they that do his Commanament-s. TY, 
4. Pray for illumination and direction in the way that i 
Fou ſhould go; beg the Lord to guide you in ftraits, and 
that he would not ſuffer you to fall into ſin, This was 
tze holy practice of Ezra, chap, 8. 21, 7hen I proclaimed 4 
=» faſt there at the river Ahavah, that we might affii ourſelver | - 
- Gefare gur Goa, to ſeek of him a right way for ut, and for our little 
. And this being done, follow providence ſo far as it a. hr prot 
pee with the word, and no farther, Thereis no uſe tobe he h 
mae of providence againſt the word, hut in ſubſerviency},, 
dd it: And there are two excellent uſes of providence | 4% th 
An ſubſerviency to the word: (1.) Proyidences, as they , The 
- ». follow promiſes and prayer, arc evidences of God's faith 
- . fulneſs in their accompliſhment, When David languiſh. 3 for. 
* ed under a diſeaſe, and his enemies began to triumph in 4455 Th 
-* the hopes of his downfall ; he prays, P/al. 41, 10, | That... PES r 
_ "God would be merciful to him, and raiſe him up; and'by | 
that, he ſaith, He knew the Lord favoured him, becauſe Ms e 
_ = di nat triumph over him, ver. 11. - This providence fl . 
he looked upon as a token for good, as elſewhere he calls} 
it, Pſal. 86. 17. And (2.) Providencs give us loyd calls 
to tho duties which the command lays upon us, and, 
tells us when we are actually and prefently under he . 
ligation of the commands, as to the performance of them. 
Tr Thus when ſad providences befal the Church or 2 fag wk * 


Was 
14 
lves 
iztle 


t a- 


tobe 


Ind what doth it ſpeak? Why, now the time is to hum- 


I perity be joyful. Theſe precepts bind a/ways, but not to 
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they call us te humiliation; and let us know, that then 
the command ypon us to humble ourſelves at the feet ot 
God, is in force upon us, Mcah 6. 9. The Lord's worce 
riet ̊ to the city; the man of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name, hear ye” - 
the rod, and who hath appointed it. The rod hath a: viocey © 


dle yourſelves under the mighty hand of God, This is the - + 
day of trouble, in which God hath bid you to call upon 
him. And e contra, when comfortable providences re- 
freſh us, it now informs us, this is the time to rejoice in 
God, according to the rule, Eccleſ, 7. 14, I the day of pro- 


always, lt is our duty therefore, and our wiſdom, to bs | 
diſtinguiſh ſeaſons, and know the proper duties of every 1 
ſeaſon : And providence is an index, that points them out 
o us. hd 


Thus of the frfl Ca. 


p The Sgcovp Cass 
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| | OW may a Chriſiian be ſupported in waiting upon * + | 
providence delays the performance of the mercies to him, ”*". 
brch he hath long pray d and waited, ITE =_ 


: 
ye+ 


* 


Two thing are ſuppoſed in this Caſe. 
1f, That providence may linger and delay the perſor- 
_ - thoſe mercies to us that we haye long waited and 
rayed for. 1 3 4 
24ly, That during the delay and ſuſpenſion, our hearts 
d hopes may be very low, and ready to fail. | 
Firft, Providence may long delay the performance of 
oſe mercics we have prayed, and waited upon God for. 
For tit right underſtanding of this, know, that there 
a Twofald term or ſeaſon. fixed for that performance ol 
rey to us, One by the Lord our God, in whoſe hand 
es and ſea ſons are, Als 1, 7. Another by ourſelyes, 
0 raiſe up our own expectations of mercies, ſometimes 
rely.\thro* the cagerneſs of our deſires after chem, and 
times upon uncertain conjectural grounds and appear- 
Xs of encourage ment that ly before ua. 2 


Now: 


158 Divine Conduct; G. * HF 
| Now, nothing can be more preciſe, certain and punc- 24h, 
tual, than is the performance of mercy at the time and ſea- hopes 0 
ſon which God hath appointed, how long ſoever it be, I diſcour- 
or how many obſtacles ſoever ly in the way of it. There have re; 
Vas a time prefixed by God himſelt for the performance our ow: 
of that'promiſe ol Jrae/'s deliverance out of Egypt; and it 149. 13, 
is ſaid, Exod. 12, 41. At the ond of the four humared and Imiſe, th 
- Phivty years, even the ſelf ſame day it tame to paſe, that all the f aſicte: 
Loe of the Lord went out of the land of Egypr. Compare this fhearts. 
with A 7. 17, and there you have the ground and rea- Ithey wai 
ſon why their deliverance was not, nor could be delayed fed them 
He day longer, beeauſe the time of the promiſe was um come. 14. Zior 
Promiſes, like a pregnant woman, mult accompliſh. their f ſgorten 7 
appointen months; and when they have ſo done, provi- God hat] 
gence will midwife the mercies they go big withal inio ind, he 
Into the world, and not one of them ſhall miſcarry. © ſus, 
But for the ſeaſons which are of our own fixing and. So it v 
appointment, as God is not tied to them, ſo his providences promiſe, 
| are not governed by them; and hence are our diſappoint-fir, that ne 
ments. e looked for peace, but no good came; for a time they are c 
” © health and behold trouble, Jer, 8. 15. And hereupon is it providenc 
+ that wefret at the delays of providence, and ſuſpect 'theſkng ſuſter 
faitbfaltieſs of God in their performance. But his thoughtKdeſpairs to 
ee ntourthoughts, Ila. 55. 8, The Lord it not ack concerning li Nludes Go. 
F. promiſe,” (as ſome mem cont /lackneſs )"2 Pit. 3. 9. It is lack thou for 
zneſs, if you reckon by your on rule and meaſure, but 1t ere by wa 
Js not ſo, if you reckoh and count it by God's. The ive conol 
ae, not compute and reckon his ſeaſons of working 4 periſt 
* 


% 


v *. 
44 : 
a= 4 
y . 
F . 


* 


by dur arithmetick. You have both theſe rules compared eſpondenc 
and the ground of our miſtake detected in that ſer ipturetlves, and 
E  'Hab. 2. 3 The vifun is yet for an appointed times but at the eu vn hearts 
= 5 ball ſpeak, and nt lie: Though it tarry, wait for it, becaa Feart are. 

till jucely come, it will not tam. I. The ir 
© - God appeints the time: When that appointed time nd and rel 
come, the expected mercies will not fail; but infthe-meaſſience that 
time, though it tarry (ſaith the Prophet). wait far it, or ichangeab 
| k net tarry. Tarry, | nd not tarryſhow ſhall this be rilitneſs in c 
© conciled} The meaniug is, it may tarry much beyond 4./jeusy 


ö - "I : . 0 ; | [ 
your cpxectation, but not-a moment beyond Gad's art again 
RR. | c LP RG THR ID 


' 4 _— 
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De Myſtery of Providence. I59 
= | 2dly, During the delay of providence, the hearts and 
a- ho je the pepple of God may be very low and much 
© litdtragt. This is too plain from what the ſcriptures. 
re have. recorded of others, and every one of us may find in 
ce Flour on experiences. We have an inſtance of this in Iſa. 
it $49. 13, 14. in the 13 verſe you have God's faithful pro- 
nd | miſe, that he will comfort his people, and have mercy upon his 
the affected: Enough one would think to raiſe and comfurt their 
vis hearts. But the mercy» promiſed was long in — = 
a- they waited from year to year, and ſtill the burden preſ= 
ed ſſed them; and was not removed, And therefore, verſe | 
me. 14. Zion ſaid, the Lord kath forſaken me, and my Lord hath 
eir Jforgotten me, q. d. It's in vain to look for ſuch a mercy, 
vi- IGod:hath no regard to us, we are out of his heart and 
ntoflimind, he neither cares for us, nor minds what becomes 
0 of us, Y . 52 5 | * | 
and So it was with David, after God had made him ſach a 
promiſe, and in the time thereof ſo faithfully performed 
it, that never was mercy better ſecured to any man; for 
Ithey are called, the fure mercies of David, 2 55. 3. pet, 
providence delayed the accompliſhment of them ſa long, 
and ſuſfered ſuch difficulties to interveen, that he even 
ghtFÞcſpairs to ſee the accompliſhment of them, but eveif n *Þ 
b hilades God had forgotten him. too, Mel. 4 1. Fow lis 
aCkvilt thou forget me, O Lord, for ever? And what he ſpeaks. A 
ut there, by way of queſtion, he elſewhere turns it into a po- 
Thetive concluſion, Pſal. 119. 11. Amen are lars; 1 batt 
kingh day periſh by the hand of Saul, And the cauſes of theſe - 
redcſpondencies, and ſinkings of heart are partly from our 
turcÞ&lves, and partly from Satan, If we duly examine our. 
e {wn hearts about it, we ſhallfind that theſe ſinkings o. 
ecaacart are, 5 7 g _—, 
1. The immediate effects of unbelieſ. We do not do; 
me fend and rely upon the word with that full truſt and con- | 
mealence that is due £q the infallible word of a faithful ane 
jor {changeable God, Vou may ſee the ground of thi I 3 
de rQlarneſs in that ſcripture, Pſal 27. 13. I had fainted. ung,, 
ey onffihad believed. Faith is the only cardial that relieves the 
'$ aſFart againſt rheſe Fuß and de ſpondencies. Where ä 
lis is wanting, or is weak, no wonder our hearts fink at : 
gie rate, when diſcouragements are betore us. ets 20 
| TH | 2 2. Var 
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160 Divine Conduct: Or, 
2. Our judging and meaſuring things by the rules of 
ſenſe, this is a great our diſc ments, We 
conclude, According to the appearances: of things will be 
their iſſues, - It Abraham had done fo, in that great trial 
of his faith, he had certainly loft his fooring ; but agen 
hope (i. e. againſt natural probability) he believed in hope, giv- 
ing glory to God, Rom. 4. 18, If Paul had done fo, he had 
fainred under his trials, 2 Cor 4. 16. 18. We faint not (faich 
he) whilft we look not at the things that are ſeen, q. d. That 
which keeps up our ſpirits, 1s our looking off trom things 
preſent and viſible, and meaſuring all by another rule, 
viz, the power and fidelity of God firmly engaged in the 
promiſes, : | | | 

3. In all theſe things Satan manages a deſign upon us. 
Hence he takes occaſion to ſuggeſt hard thoughts of God, 
and to beat off our ſouls from all confidence in him, and 
expecta - ions from him. He is the great make-barte be- 
twixt God and the ſaints. He reports the difficulties and 


fears that are in our way with advantage, and labours to 


weaken our hands, and diſcourage our hearts in waiting u- 
pon God. And theſe ſuggeſtions gain the more credit 


_ with gef becauſe they are confirm'd and atteſted by ſenſe 


and feeling. | 101 
* But here is a deſperate defign carry ing on under very 
ble pretences againſt our fouls. It concerns us to be 


'-_  watchtul yow, and maintain our faith and hope in God. 
Now bleſſed is he that can reſign all to God, and quietly 


wait for his ſalvation. To aſſiſt the ſoul in this diſſiculty, 
I ſhall offer ſome tarther help beſide. what hath been for 
merly given under the fr? caution, in the following conſi 
derations. I-14 * 

Firſt Conſideration, 


4 


| Tho" Providence do not yet perfarm the mercics yo! 
|” . wair for, yet you have no 
thoughts of God; for it is poſhble God never gave yo 
any ground for your expectaàt ion of theſe things from him 
may be you have no promiſe to bottom your hope 
pon; and if ſo, why ſhall God be ſuſpected and diſho 
oured by you-in a caſe wherein his truth and faichf 


round to entertain ha 
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of | neſs wis never engaged for you? If we were croſſed in 
Ne our outward concernments, and ſee .our expectations of 
be proſperity daſhed; if we ſee ſuch or ſich an outward com- 
al fort removed, from which we promiſed ourſelves much ; 
init why muſt God be accuſed for this? Theſe things you 
'v* } promiſed yourſelves; but where did God promile you 
ad proſperity, and the continuance of thoſe comfortable 
things to you? Produce his promiſe, and ſhew wherein 
hat } he hath broken it. It is not enough for you ro ſay, 
ng] There are general promiſes in the feriprure, that Goa will 
le, | withold no good thing, and. theſe are goc d things which pro- 
the | yidence witholds from you; for that promiſe, Pſal, 84. 
11. hath its limitations, it is expreſly limited to ſuch as 
us. walk uprightly; and it concerns you to examine whether 
od, you have done ſo, before you quarrel with providence f 
and non-performance of it. Ah friend! ſearch thine on 
heart, reflect upon thine own ways; ſeeſt thou not ſo 
and many flaws in thine integrity, ſo many turnings aſide from 
to God, both in heart and life, that may juſtify God, not on- 
ly in witholding what thou lookeſt for, but in removing 
edit 41 that thou enjoyeſt? And beſide this limitation as to 
enſe the object, it is limited (as all other promiſes relating to 
externals are) in the matter or things promiſed by the wiſe 
dom and will of God, which is the only rule by which 
they are meaſured out to men in this world; i. e, ſuch 
mercies, in ſuch proportions, as he ſees needful and moſt 4 
conducible to your gocd; and theſe given out in ſuch © 
times and ſeaſons are of his oown appointment, not yours. 
God never came under an abſolute unlimired tye for 
outward comforts to any of us; and if we be diſappoint- 
ed, we can blame none but ourſelves, Who bid us ex- 
pet reſt, eaſe, delight, and things of this kind in this 
world ? He hath never told us, we ſhall be rich, healthy, 
and at enſe in our habitations, but on the contrary, he hath . a 
Jen told us, we muſt expect truubler in the world, John 16+ 
33. and that through many. tribulations we mſi enter into Ie 
kingdom,” Acts 14, 22. All that he ſtands bound to us by 
promile for, is to be with us in trexble, Plal. 91. 15. to ſup- 
ply eur real and abſolute need, Ja. 41. 17. ben the poor 
and"rgedy ſaat water and ne is nene, and their congde "oy 
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Tir thief, I che Los will hear them, I the God of Trat will » 

- forſake them; and to ſarCtify all theſe providences to our 
gocd at laſt, Rem. 8. 28, All thirgs ſhall work together for 
good to them that [rye God, Ard as to all theſe rhings-not 


— 


one title ever did, or ſhall fail. 


ut if you ſay, you have long waired upon God for 
ſpiritval mercies to your ſculs according to the promile, | 
and Hill thoſe mercics are deferred, and your eyes fail _ 


whilſt you look for them; T would defire you ſeriouſly} 7 98 

ro conſider of what kind thoſe ſpiritual mercies are, for will br 

u hich yon have ſo long waitcd upon God, Spiritual bout it 
mercies are ſof t o ſoizs; ſuch as belong to the ene mel fore yo! 

very being of the new creature, withcut which it muſt bs the d 

F fail; or to its well being, and the comfort of the inner man; wills, 1 
v ithout which you carinot live- fo cheerfully as you ©2229 « 
EF -—- would, The mercies of the former kind are abſolurelyſ Ws owe: 
gneceſſary, and there ſore put into abſolutely promiſes, as and to 
you ſee Jer. 3 2. 40. And I will make an everlaſting covenant} 3 . 2. 


with them, that I will not turn away from them to de them good, muſt no 


pr but 1 will put my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart 
deem me. But for the reſt they are diſpen ed to us in ſuch 
„ ealurcs, and at ſuch ſeaſons, as the Lord ſees fir, and ma- 
[ MN his own. people live for a long time withoug them. 
WF 


Your 
be gonation and continuation of the Spirit, ro quicken, — ws, 
| © JanCtify and unite us with Chriſt is neceflary, but his joy, al. 6. 


and comforts are not ſo, A child of light may walk 1 
th at are 


— 


L darkneſs," Iſa, 50. 10. He lives by faith, and not by feel - 8 
8  * "Third Conſideration. . ws; 

| Ts, * N of : N * * 4 
Tou complain, providence delays to perform to you the 
mwercies you have prayed and waited for; but have .you 4 Wil 
or me 


right ends in your deſires after theſe mercies ? It may b 
that's the cauſe you ask and rece ive not, James 4.4.) The to a do 
Want of a good aim, is the reaſon why we went good miſſive 

ſvcceſs in in our prayers,” It may be we pra for —9— pe not 
ux, and our end is to pleaſe the fleſn; we do dg bee 


; 7 


* 


x” | Wit | 8 * * 4 * 
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than the pleaſure and accommodation of the fleſh; we 
dourl beg and wait for deliverance from ſuch a trouble and af- 
+ for] fliction, not that we might be the more expedite and pre- 
pared for obedience, but freed from what is grievous to 
us, and deſtrbys our pleaſure in the world. 1 
Certainly if it be fo, you have more need to jude and 


condemn yourſelves, than to cenſure and ſuſpect the care 


of God, | 


Fourth Conſideration, © © 


-< 


You wait for good, and it comes not; but is your 


bout it? Certainly, God will have you come to this be- 
fore you enjoy your deſires, par res of your deſires 
is the thing that will pleaſe you, but reſignation of your 
wills, is that which is pleaſing to God: If your hearts 


was made to wait long for the mercy promiſed · him, yea 
and to be content without it before he enjoyed ir, fal. 
131, 2. he was brought to be as nean chi, and is 
muſt not you. ö ON W 


— 


oy! 

in nu. ä 5 
* th at are gone before you? Is God more obliged to you, 
than to all his people ? They have quietly waited, and 
why ſhould you ? | {Ch 


Sixth Conſideration. 


bel for-mercies? Certainly, not at all; yea, it will turn 


( * - " 
- 1 
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ie enjoy the good yon wait for, yer all this wbite 


+. 
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will brought to a due ſubmiſſion ro the will of God a- 


cannot come to this, mereies cannot come to you. David 


' " 


Fifth conſid eration." © 


_ Your betters have waited long upon God for merey, 
and why ſhould not you? David waited till his eyes failed, 
Pſal. 69. þ The church waited fir him in the w#ay of Wy” 
ſa. 26. 8, Are you better than all the faints 


y OU Win you loſe any thing by patient waiting upon Go 


to a double advantage to you to continue in a quiet ſub- 
mißve waiting poſture upon God: For, (1. ) Thetyou' 


— 
3 IC Las 


26g. Divine Condud#; Or, 

you are Exerciſing your grace; and it is more excellent 

— to act grace, than to enjoy comfort. All this while the 

Lord is training you up in the exerciſe of faith and pa- 

tience, and. dens your wills in ſubmiſſion to bimſelt; 

and what do you loſe by that? Vea, and (2.) Whene- 

ver the deſired mercy comes, it wilt be ſo much the 
ſweeter to you: For, look how much faith and pray- 

er hath been employed to produce it, how many wreſt- 

Tings have you had with God for it, ſo many mote degrees 

ſweetneſs of you will find in it, when it comes. O there 
fore, faint not, how long ſocver God delay you ! | 


4 


. Seventh Conſideration, © 


Are not thoſe mercics you expect from God worth the 
waiting upon? It not, it is your tolly to be troubled at 
mme want of them: If they be, why don't you continue 
waiting ? Is it not all that God expects from you for the 
mercies he beſtows upon you, that you wait upon him 
for them? You know, you have not deſerved the leaft 
of them at his hands: You expect them not as a re- 
compence, but a free favour ; and if ſo, then certainly 
we leaſt you can do, is to wait upon his pleaſure for 
them n N 


E:g hth Conſideration, 2 
- + Conſider how many promiſes are made in the word to « 
waiting ſouls. One ſcripture calls them bleſſed that wait This 
for him, Iſa. 30. 18. Another tells us, none thas wait for our . 
' hint. ſhall be Mauel, Plal, 25. 3. f. e. they ſhall not be in itſelf 
finally diſappomted, but at laſt be pariakers of their I the wa 
hopes. A third ſcripture tells us, They that wait ſor the | OT me 
| Lord, ſbal renew their firength, Iſa. 40 31: a promiſe you ||| ſubmiſſi 
had need to make uſe of in ſuch a fainting time-with many 
more of like nature; - and ſhall we faint ar this rate in 8 
the midſt of ſo many cordials as are prepared to revive us 
in theſe promiſes ? 6 
N * oy _— Vins 
41 225 2 „ 


_ .. # 
1 _—_ 


* 
5 


[I 
" in. 
E fy 4 — SW. 


2 


bl 


| The Myſtery of Providence, | 2450 


bell Muth Conſideration. 1 


t. ! How long hath God waited upon you, when you will 
ne. | comply with his commands, come up to your engage- 
he ments and promiſes? You bave made God wait long for - 
. | your reformation and obedience ? and therefore have no 
t- reaſon to think it much, if God make you wait long for I 
eg | your conſolation. We have our how longs, and hath not 
ere God his Wie cry, Pſal. 6. 3 But thos, O Lord, how - 
- | ſong? Pfal 13.1, 2, How long wilt thou forget me, O Lrd, 
for ever? How long wilt thou hide thy face from me? How | 
ſhall I take counſel in my ſoul, having ſorrow in my keart daily? 
How mine enemy be exalted over me} Bat ſurely we 
he | ſhould not think theſe things long, when we conſider, 
how long the Lord hath exerciſed his patience about us. 
We have made him ſay, How long, how long? Our 
he | anbelief hath made him cry, How leng will it be ere they be- 
im eve me? Numb. 14. 11. Our corrupt hearts have made 
aft | him cry, How long ſhall vain thoughts lodge within thee, 2 
4. 14. Our impure natures and ways have made him 
ly cry, How lang will it be ere they attain ts imocency? Hoſea 
or | 8. 5. It God wait upon you with ſo much patience 
for your dutics, well -may. you wait upon him for his 


Tenth Conſideration, © 


11 i This impatience and infidelity of yours, expreſſe 2d * 
. our wearieneſs to wait any longer, as it is a great evil 


de in itſelf, ſo very probably it is that evil which obſtructs 
the way of your expected mercies: You might haye 


oo your mercics ſooner, if your ſpirits were quieter and more 
1a | ſubmitlive. SO CE; > 
y "IM "And thus of the ſecond Caſe. 
in 8 : 
iy No He 44>: 

| Tux Trixy Cas. | 
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And lo for afffict ions 


tr. CW * "WS. . * 2 
There are two ſorts or kinds of providences verſant a« 


bout men in this world, the iſſues and c vents of which 


are vaſtly different, yea, cantrary to each other. | 
"1/, To ſome all prov idences are overuled and order» 
ed for good, according to that bleſſed promiſe, Rom. 8. 
28. not only things that are good in themſelves, as ordin- 
ances, duties and mercies ; bur things that are evil in 
themſelves, as temptations, afflictions, and even their 
fins and corruptions ſhall turn in the iſſue to their advan- 


tage and benefit. For tho? fin be fo intrinſically and for- 
= pally evil in its own nature, that in icſelt it be not capa- 


ble of fanRtification ; yet out of this worft of evils God 


can work good to his people; and tho* he neyer make fin 


the inftrument of good ; yet his providence may make it 


the occaſion of good to his people; ſo that ſpiritual 


benefits may, by the wiſe overuling of providence, be oc- 
caſioned to the people of God by it. 


dence; a great deal of good to the ſaints, and that not on- 
Jy as the occafions, but as the inſtruments and means of 


it, Iſa, 27. 9. y this fhall the iniquity of J. cob be purgea, 


i. e. by the inſtrumentality of this ſanctitied afflicfion. 
- 2aly, To others nothing is ſanctified either as an inſt ru- 


ment or occaſion of any 8 good; but as the worſt 


things are ordered to the benefit of the ſaints, ſo the beſt 


things wicked mem enjoy do them no good, Their pray 


ers are turned into fin, Pſa). 109. 7.—— ih? ordinances 


nate the ſavour of death, 2 Cor. 2. 16 ——The grace of 
Sad turned into wantonneſs, Jude ver. 4. 
Felt a rock of offcrice, 


Chriſt him- 
Ita 1 Pet 2. 8. Their table a 
mare, Pſal. 69. 22. Their 2 their ruin, 
Prov. 1 32 As perſons are, ſo things work for good 
or evil, It. 1. 15 To the pure all thing are pure, but to them 


that are defiled and unbelieving is not hing pure. 


Seeing therefore the events of prayidence fall out ſo 


opfpeſite to each other upon the godly, and ungodly ; e- 
very thing furthering the eterna good of the ne utid the ruin 
-— of the other; it cannot but br acknowledged a moſt 1m- 


portant caſe in which cveryjioul is decply c hgther 


w# 4 * Cr |» : 
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- And all kinds, the greateſt and ſor- 
eſt of them; they do work, in the influence of provi- 
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the providences under which' be is, be ſanRificd to him 


or no? 


For the clearing of which I ſhall premiſe two nece(®: 


ſary conſiderations, and then ſubjoin the rules which will 
be uſeful for the determination of the queſtion. 22 
And frf, Let it be cenſidered, that we cannot know 
rom the matter of the things before us, whether they be 
ſanctiſied or unſanctified to us; for ſo confider'd, A 


things come alike to all; and no man knoweth either love or hat- 


red by all the things that are before him, Eccl. 9. 1, 2, We 
cannot underſtand the mind and heart of God, by the 
things he difpenſeth with his hand. Lf proſperous pro- 
vidences befal us, we cannot ſay, Herein is a ſure ligh 
that God loves me; for who have more of thoſe provi- 


dences than the people of his wrath ? Pſal. 33.7: They 


have more than their hearts can wiſh. Sure, that muſt be 


a weak evidence for heaven, which accompanies fo great. tl 


a part of the world ro hell. By theſe things we may tef- 
tify our love to God; but from ten thoufand ſuch enjoy- 


ments we cannot get any ſol id aſſurance of his love to 


us 


afflictions, long continued afflictions ſhould ſer a brand 
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And from adverſe affliftive providences we cannot F 
know his hatred. If atflictions, great afflictiotu, many 
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or fix a character of God's hatred upon the perſons on» 


whom they fall: where then ſhill we find any of God's 
people in the world? We muſt then ſeek our the proud 
vain ſenſual wantons of the world, who ſpend their days 


in pleaſure, and ſay, theſe are the men whom God loves; "IJ 

Outward things are promiſuouſly diſpenſed, and no | 
man's ſpiritual eſtate is diſcernabſe by the view of his" 
temporal, When God draws the ſword, it may ct, 


the righteous as well as the wicked, Kiek 21. 3. 


© Secondly, Tho? the providences of God, materiallycon- 


"ſidered, afford no evidence of God's tove to us, r the 


manner in which they befal us, and the effects and fruits 
they produce in us, do diftinguiſh them very manreltly; - 
and by them we may diſcern whether they be faattiazd of 
providences, and fruits of he love of God, ot nor, BY: 


vet theſe effects and fruits of providences$, by which we thay 

* reinen e, 44 * w & +<4 C J % " 7 k N 
diſcern their harure, do not always preſetitlyappe bet 
X l I : * 
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185 Divine CondutF: r, 

time maſt be allowed for the ſouſ's exerciſe under them. 

As it is Heb. 12, 11. Now, no affliction for the preſent ſeem» 

th jozous, but grievous. Nevertheleſs afterwards it yieldeth the 

| Peaceable fruits of righteouſueſs unto them which are exerciſed 
= N i ; 

The benefit of providence is diſcerned as that of a 


medicine is; for the preſent it grips and makes the fto- | 


mach ſick and loathing, but afterwards we find the be- 
ne fit of it in our e of health and cheerfulneſs. 
Now, the providences of God being ſome ot them com- 


tortable, and others ſad and grievous to nature, and the 


way to diicern the ſanctification and bleſhng of them, 
being by the manner in which they come, and their o- 

. perations upon our ſpirits; I ſhall conſider the caſe as it 

reſpects both ſorts of providences, and ne w you. what et- 

fects of our troubles or comtorts will ſpeak them to be 
ſanctiſied and ble ſſed to us. 


And 55, For ſad and afflictive providences, in what 
kind or degree ſoever they betal us, we may warrantably 
cConclude, they are bleſſings to us, and come from the 
" dove of God, When, | . 
1. They come in a proper ſeaſon; when we have 
need of them, either to prevent ſome fin we are falling 
” into, or recover us out of a 1emiſs, ſupine, and careleis 
frame of ſpirit into which we are already tallen, 1 Per'1, 
6. J/ need be, ye are in heavineſs. Certainly, it is a good 
- Aign thar God de ſigns mu good by thoſe troubles, which 

are fo fitted and wilcly ordered to catch the opportun ty. 


It you ſes the husbard man Jopping a tree in the proper 
lealon, it argues he aims at the trultulneſs and flouruhing 
of it; but to do the tame thing at midſummer ſpeaks no re- 
gard to it, yea, his de ſign to deſtroy it. | 

2. When they are fited both for quality and degree to 
work properly upon our moſt precominant corruptions, 
then they look like ſanctiſied ſtrokes. The wiſdom of 
Gad is much jecn in the choice ot his rods, It is not a- 
ny kind of trouble that will, work upon and purge every 
” fin; but when God chuſes tor us ſuch afflictions as, like 
- phylick, are appropriated to the diſeaſe the ſoul labourg 


* 0 


S 


purge 


399.0" 


under, thi ipeaks diyine cure and love. Thus we may 1 "ge 
- 5 7 43 | --* obſerve - <4 


' , The Myſtery of Providence. 
» | obſerve; it is uſual with God to ſmite us in thoſe very 
& comforts which ſtole away too much of the love and de. 
be | light of cur ſouls from God ; to croſs us in theſe things 
d from which:we. raiſed up too great expectations of com- 
fort. Theſe providences ſpeak the jealouſy of God over 
a us, and his care to prevent far worle evils by theſe ſad 
o- YI but needful firokes. And fo for the degrees of our trou- 
e- | bles, ſanctified ſtrokes are ordinarily fitted by the wiſ⸗ 
s. | dom of God to the firength and ability of our inherent 
1= grace, Iſa, 27. 8. In menſure when tt ſhooteth forth they wilt 
Ie debate with it: He ſlayeth his rough wind in the day of the caſt 
n, | wind. It is an alluſion to a phyſician, who exactly weighs 
O- and meaſures all the ingredients which he mingles in 8 
ic potion for his ſick patient, that it may be proportionate 
t- to bis ſtrength, and no more ; and ſo much the next 
\ words intimate, By this therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob 
1 Ars Ir is a good ſign our troubles are ſanctißed to us, 
when they turn our hearts apainft fin, and nor againſt 
od. There be few great afflictiens which befal men, 
bur they make them quarrelſome and diſcontented. 
[Wicked men quarrel with God, ard are filled with dif- 
content againſt him. So the ſeriyture deſcribes them, 
Rev 16 g. They were ſcorched with great beat, and blaſphem= 
pd the name of God, which hath power over theſe plagues. But 
godly. men, to whom afflictions are fanQified, juſtity God, 
and fall out with fin; they condemn themſelves, and M 
ch i give glory to God, Dan. 9. 7. O Led, righteouſneſs b-longeth 
Ys ynto thee, but uno us confuſion of acer, &c. And Lam 3.39 
er i Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the puniſhment * 
ag of leis ſms? Happy afflictions. which make the ſoul fall 
e- out and quarrel only with fin! - . 4 
4. It is a ſure fign afflicting providences are ſanctiied, 
to when they purge the heart from (in, and leave both heart 
and life more pure, a mort iſied, and humble, 
than they found them. Sanctificd afflictions are chan. 
ers, they pull down the pride, refine the earthlineſs, and 
purge out the vaniry of the {pyir, So you read, Dan, 11. 
35. it purifies and makes their ſouls white: Hence in 1% 
compared to a furnace which ſeparates the drofs 1 


* 
1 
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he pure metal, Ie. 48. 10. Behold 1 have refined thee, bit 


9 
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net with fl ver: 1 have choſon thee in the ſurnase of affiic- 
tin. Bat for wicked men, let them be never fo long in 
the furnace, they loſe no droſs, Ezek. 244. G. How ma- 
a Chriftians can bear witneſs to this truth After ſome 
arp affliction hath been upon them, how is the earthli- 
neſs of their hearts purged ! they ſee no beauty, taſte. no 
more reliſh in the world than in the white of an egg. 
Oh! how ſerious, humble, and heavenly are they, till 
the impreſſions made upon them by afflictions be worn 
off, and their deceitful luſts have again entangled them 
And this is the reaſon why we are ſo often under the 
| - .. diſcipline of the rod. * Let a Chriftian (ſaith a late writ- 
„ er) be but two or three years withour-an afflition, and 
80 he is almoſt pnod for nothing: He cannot pray, nor 
4 meditate, nor diſcourſe at that rate he was wont to do; 
4 but when a new affliction comes, now he can find his 
1 tongue, and come to his knees again, and live at ano- 
et ther rate.” | N . 
5. It is a good ſign afflictive providences are ſanctified 
to us, when we draw near to G:d under them, and turn 20 
him that fmites us A wicked man under affliction revolts 
mort and more. Ua. 1. 5 turns not to him that ſmites kim, Ila. 
9. 13. but grows worſe tfan before; formality is turn- 
Fed into ftxpidity and dedolency.— But if God afflict his 
own ork with a ſanCified rod, it awakens them to a 
more earn:ft ſeeking of G d; it makes them pray more 
frequently, ſpiritually, and fervently than ever. When 
„ Haul was buffered by Satan, he beſought the Lord thrice, 2 
Cor. 12.8. L » f 
„We may conclude our afflictions to be ſanctified, 
and to come trom the love of God ro us, when they do 
not alicnate our hearts from God, but inflame our oe to 
"him. This ãs a ſire rule, Whatever ends in the increaſe 
of our love to God, proceeds trom the love of God to us. 
A wicked. man finds his heart riſing againſt God when: he 
ſmites bim, but a gracious heart cleaves the cloſꝰ him: 
- He can love as well as juſt ity an afflicting God, All. this 
i come upon at; yet have we not forgot ten thee, neither ha ve we 
dealt ſalſh in tiy covmans, -- Our heart ig not turned 9ack, nei- 
tir have or fas declined from thy way: Though thas 1 ſor 
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man ſees that filthineſs hat hath been long contracting in 
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broken us in the place of aragehs, and covered us with the ſhadow” 
of aegeh Pial. 44+ 17, 18, 9 Here you have a'true a- 
count. of the temper and frame of a gracious ſou] under. * 
grearcft afflictiors To be broken int the place of dragons; and 
covered with the ſhadow of death imports the mott diſmal. 
ſlate of affliction :* Yeti even then qa gracious heart turns 
not back; #. e. doth not for'all this abate one drachm of 
love to God; God is as good and dear to him in afflieti- 
ons as ever. , ine. 

Lafily, We may call our afflictions ſanctified, when di- 
vine 1 them to our ſouls; Eſal 94. 
12. Bleſſed igthe man whom thox chaſineſt, O Lord, and teach. 
eft him out 6f thy*iaw, Sanciified afflictions are Tye-/alve, 
they teach us*1ſeniibly and effe ↄtually, when the Spirit 
accompanies them, the evil of fin, the vanity of the crea | 
ture, the neceſſity of ſecuring things that cannot be ſhak- 
en. Never doth a Chriſtian take a truer meafure both.of 
his corruptions and graces, than under the rod. Now a 


proſperuy, what intereft_ the creature hath in the heart, 
ow little faith, patience, reſignation, and ſelf-denial we 
can find, when God calls us to the exerciſe of them, O ĩt ĩs 
a blefled fign, that trouble js ſanctified, that makes a4 ⁶ 
man thus turn in upon his own: heart, ſearch it, and 
bumble himſelſ before the Lord for the evils ot ir. ü 


In the next place, let us take into confideration the o- 7 
ther branch ot providences which are comfortable and 
pleaſant, Sometimes it in ties upon us in ſucceſſes, pro- 
ſperity, and the gratification ot the deſires of our hearts, | 
Here the queſtion will be, How the ſanctitication of ctheſe 
providences may be diſcovered to us? For reſolution in 
this manner, I ſhall, for. clearreſs fake, lay down two+- 
ſorts of rules; one negative, the ther poſitive, © + 
n Firſt Negative. ; . 


— 


1. It is a ſign, that comfort is not ſanctified to us, 
u bich comes not. (ordina iv) in the way o prayer, e 
:wicked- boafteth. of hit heart aeſina, an Ble aH he gabe,, 
Wham the Lora abberreth. "The wickca thro" rhe pride of his 
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. Divine Condudt: Or, 
„ Boxatcrnante will not ſeek after God; God is net in all his tlongben 
+ Pfal. 16, 3, 4. Here you ſee, providence may not give 
all men their hearts 2 and yet they never once open 
their deſires to God in prayer about ir. But then thoſe 
gits of provideuce are only ſuch as are beftowed on 
worlt of men, and are not the fruits of love. 8 
2. Whatever ſucceſs, proſperity or comfort, men ac · 

ire by ſinful mediumt, and indirect courſes, are not 
nctihed mercies to them. This is not the method iin 


ET 
* 
* 
= 


. which thoſe mercies are beſtowed: Better is a little with 


righteouſneſs, than great revenues wit hett right, Prov. 16. 8. 
better upon this account, that it comes in God's way, and 
with his og, which never follows the way of fin. 
| the ways of fin, and no bleſſing can fol- 
low them. 8 | 
38. Whatever proſperity and ſucceſs makes men forget 
God, and caft off the care of duty, is not ſanctified to 
them. It is unſanctified proſperity which lulls men aſleep 
Into a deep oblivion of God, Deut. 32. 13, 14- 15,18. 
He made bim ride on the high places of the earth, that he might 
nat the increaſe of the fields; and he made him to ſuck honey out 
of the rock, and oil out of the finty rock, butter of kine, and milk 
of ſbecp, with the fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Ba- 
Man, awd goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat, and then didft 
* *., #rink the pure blood of the grapes But Jeſurun waxed fat and 
kicked; thou art waxed fat, thou art grewn thick, thou art 


F teuered with fatneſs : Then he forſooł God! which made him, and 


. Tightly efleemed the rock his ſalvation, Of the Rock that beg at 
- "thee thou art unminaful, and haſ! forgotten God that formed thee. 
Rare fumant {elicibus are. | 
+. 4, When proſperity is abuſed to ſenſuality, and mere» 
ly ſerves as fuel te main ain flcſhly luſts, it is not ſanc- 
* + ified, See Job 21, 11, 12, 13. They ſen forth their Tittle 
ones like a flock, and their chilaren dance. They take the tim- 
rel and arp, and rejoice at the ſound of the organ, They ſpend 
. Fheir days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the grave. 
5. It is a fign that proſperity is not ſanctied to men, 
hen it ſwells the heart with pride and (elf«conceited- 
. neſs, Dan. 4. 29, 30. Mt the end of iwehye-months he walked 
in the palace of the kingam of Babylon, The king pate and 


1 — 
. 


= = 4 


fie, .. 
of thy k 
wy may 
wy 4 
them © 
gent, © 
om, ſee? 
# land ( 


Will cor 


7. 
wholly 
ments, 
fins. 4 
themſelx 
and ebe c 
viol, an 
They avi 
eint ment. 
A 


. H 
tified tc 
Gad in 
of them 
leaſt of al 

2. Sa 
ons apat 
reftrainr 
ſhun ſin, 

. Th 
of his me 
4. Th 
he ſoul 
core, H 
iches thu 


ecompence 
5. No! 
wr miſeri 


IP S 
. It i. 


i "x & 
* 1 5 * ' pe * * 


die Myſtery of. Providence. 173 


ta | feid, Ir not this great Babylon that I haue built for the heaſe 
ve || of thy kingdom, by the might of my power, and for the honour of © 
en | my majeſty ? 4 2 | | 8 
ole 6. That ſucceſs is not ſanctified to men, which takes 
he || them off from their duty, and makes them wholly negli- 

I gent, or very much indiſpoſed to it, Jer, 2 31. O generati- 
IC» en, ſee the word of the Lord; have I been a wilderneſs to lirael, 
ot = land of aarkneſs ? og ſay may people, We are lords, we 
in | will come no more wnto thee b : 
ith 7. Nor can we think that proſperity ſanctiſied, which 
8. | wholly ſwallows up the fouls of men in their on cnjoys» 
nd ments, and makes them regardleſs of publick mileries or 
in. | fins. Amos 6, 4, 5, 6. They ly upon beds of ivery, and firetch 
ol- } themſelves upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, 

and the calves ont of the mi aſſ of the ſial. They chant tot he {ound of the 
pet vi, and invent to them ſelues infirumengs of muſick like David. 
to | They arink wine in bowls, and anoint themſelves with the chief . 
ep anf t,; but they are not grieved fer the afitions of Joleph, 
* we . 


gs But then. Poſitively. 


ik | 1. Thoſe mercies and comforts are undoubtedly ſane- 
3a- | tified to men, which humble their ſouls kindly before 
4% Gad in the ſenſe of their own vileneſs, and unworthineſs 
md Þ of them, Gen, 3 2. 10. And Jacob ſald, I am not worthy of she 
art haſt of all thy mercies, &c. : 5 
nd 2. Sandtificd mercies aro commonly turned into cauti- 
g ons apainſt fin, Ex 9. 13. they are ſo many bands of 
ee. I reſtraint upon the ſoul that hath chem, to make them 
ſhun ſin, p — _- 
They will engage a man's heart in love to the God 1 1 
IC- Jof 1 Pſal. 18. 1. compared with the title. 5 
4. They never fatisfy a man as his portion, nor will 
he ſoul accept all the proſperity in the-world upon that 
core, Heb 11. 26. Eſteeming the reproach of Chrift greater, 
iches thun the treaſures in Egypt: For he had reſp ett unte the, * 
tcompence of the reward, e 
5. Nor do they make men regardleſs of publick ſiunn 


"==. 


Ir miſeries, Nehem. 2. 1, 2, 3- compared with A495. © 
6. It is a ſure fign that mereics are ſanctified, hen 
| 3 i 5 


90 
- 
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Divine Conduct: r, Wo 
they make the ſoul more expedite and enlarged for God 


174 


in duty, 2 Chen. 17. 5, 
r kingdom in his hand, and alt Judah breught ro 
-** preſents, and he had richer and Rem in abunaance.. 
'. heat was lift up in the ways of the Lord, &c. 
. To conclude, That which is obtained by prayer, 
and returned to God again in due praiſe, carries its own 
_ teſtimonials with it, that it came from the love God, and 
is a ſanctified mercy to the ſoul. 
5 ne - ine / much of this third 774 


6. Therefore the Lord ſfabliſhed the 
ehoſhaphat 


, u, 
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O may we attain wito an evenneſs and id fleadineſs of urn 
5 : ander the changer, and contrary aſpetts of providence u- 
m KS * 


Three things are ſuppoſed in this caſe, © 
1, That providence hath various and contrary aſpects 
pon the. people of God. 
as > That it is a common thing with wem, to experi; 
adus ęrear diſorder, of ſpirit under thoſe changes of 
6 5 : providence. 
3. That theſe diſorders may be (at leaft in a 
ſore) prevented. by the due uſe and app 
fthoſe rules and helps | ta hath given us in ach 
5 caſes. 


t me a- 


* | 4 « « 


9015 That providence hath various, yea, contrary a 
ſpects upon the people of God, is a caſe fo plain, that it it 
; . 5 no more than the mentioning, to let it in toall our un- 
* derſtandings. 
ſelt this truth? Providence rings the changes all the world 
over. He encreaſeth the nations, and deſtroy 
 loygeth' the nations, and ſiraitneth them again, Job 12. 23. 
The ſame it doth with perſons, Pſal. 102. 10. Thog, haſl 
21 Aſted me nb, and caſt me dow” See what a ſad alteration 


| thth the city ſt folery that ws ſj of people ! How is ſhe be- 
| b widow! She: tha mus great among tht nations, and 


icarion of || - 


* : 


Which of all the people of God have not] 


eth them; he en- 


idence made upon the church, Lam. 1. 1, 12. F 
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De Y flery of Providence. 
1 Frineeſs among the provinces, how is ſhe become tributary | It is 
the | nothing to you, all ye that paſ by? Behold and ſee," if there le 
hat | any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, whercwith the Lord hath affict- 
his eme in the day of his fierce anger And how great an in- 
5 ſtance was Job of this truth, Job 29 per totum and 30 com- 
yer, # pared? How many thouſands have complained with 
wn | Naomi whoſe condition hath been ſo ſtrangely altered, 
and 8 that others have ſaid, as the people of Bethlehem did of © i 
I her, I this Naomi? Ruth 1, 19, 20, 21... k. if 
 2dhy, Theſe viciſſitudes of providence commonly cauſe 
great diſorders of ſpirit in the beſt men. Look as an in- 
tenſe heat and cold try the ſtrength and ſoundneſs of the */ 
copſtirutien of our bodies, ſo the alterations made by pro- 
vidence upon our conditions try the ſtrength of our graces, 
irit and too often diſcover the weakneſs and corruptions of | 
; #- | holy men. Hezekiah-was a good man; but yet his weak» 
neſs and corruption was bewrayed by the alterations pro—- 
vidence made upon his conditions. When ſickneſs and 
I {| pains ſummoned him to the grave, what bitter complaints 
ects and deſpondencies are recorded, in n 38. per ton: 
And when prcvidence lifted him up again into a profpcrs = 
eri: ous condition, what oſtentation and vain, glory did he 
s of | diſcover? J/a. 39, 2. David had more than. a com- 
i mon ſtock ot inherent grace, yet not enough to keep him ü 
dea- in an equal temper of ſpirit uuder great aſterations, . 2M 
1 of E . 6, 7. tn my proſperity 1 ſaia I ſhall never be moved ; thou 
. kideſi thy face, and 1 was troubled, It is not every man 
can ſay with Paul, I know both how to be abaſed, and I naw - 
how ts abound; every where, and in all things I am intra ed, lob ñ⁵ 
7 a-f to be full, and to be hungry, both to abound and to ſuffer need, 
ar it Ppilip. 4 12. Hes truly rich in grace, whoſe riches or 
un- 3 neither hinders the acting, nor impoveriſheth the 
ſtock of his graces, _ Wü 31:4855 0. 
or ld 3dly, Tho' the beſt of men are ſubject to ſuch Uifor- 
en- ders of: heart under the changes of providence; yet 
23. theſe diſorders may, in a great meaſure, be prevented 
baft} by the due application, of ſuch rules and helps as Gf; 
tion hath given us in ſuch caſees. r 
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James 1. 10. 


7. Others may be lett to periſh in unſanc 
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| die; theſe- helps are ſuited to a arc age I 
| ob * us: RE 


1. Comtortable, 5 
2. Calamitous. 


Ag A ITE. 
- To all which I Wen ſpeak particularly and 


— 
CY 


Boe 


How may we attain to an evenneſs and Readineſs of 
heart under the comfortable aſpects of providence upon 


f 
great da 


Under providences of this kind, the nger is, 
Jet the heart be litted up with pride and vanity,. and fall 
into a drowſy and remifi remper.. To prevent this, we 
had need urge humbling and/awskning conſiderations pen 
our own hearts; ſuch are theſe chat follow. + 

Firfl Conſideration, Theſe gifts of providence are com- 
mon to the worſt of men, and are no ſpecial diſtiuguiſh- J -. 
"ing fruics of God's love. The vileſt of men have been] 
Alled even ro ſatier won theſe things, Pſal. 73. Theirf -, 
44 — l jar 2 have more hen are heart: Upon 

go Confideration, Think how Unable and changes ons and 
able ail the things are. What you glory in to-duy, Here 
m none of yours to-morrow, Prov. 23 5. Riche; 5 

* themelves wings, they flee away as an eagle towards hen 2 48 
ven. As the wings of a fowl grow out of the ſubſtance of 
the body, ſo the cauſe of the creatures tranſitorineſs, is in 
. Itſelf: It is ſubjected to vanity, and that _— like 


wings, carries it away: They are but fading flo "ey h 


Third Conſuteration, The change of providences is never 


"nearer to the people of 3 than when their hearts are] Wi 


litred up, or grown ſecure dy proſperity, Doch Hezekiab 
lory in bis treaſures ?» The next news he bears, is of an 
ae providence at hand, I/. 39 2,341 5 6, 


doſpe-· pap 


rity, but you ſhall not. 
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15 ation, This is a great diſcovery of the car- 
naliry and corruption that is in thy heart: It argues an 
heart little ſer upon God, little mortified to the world, 
little acquainted with the vanity and enſnaring nature of 
_- [| theſe things, O you know not what hearts you have, till 
I | ſuch providences try them! And is nut ſuch a diſcovery. 
-- | | engerer at deep humiliation ?. "hx; 4 * 
Fifth Conſideration, W as it not better with you in a Tow 
condirion, than it is now ? Reflect and compare ſtate 
with Rate, and time with time. How is the frame 
I | your hearts altered with the alteration of your condition? Mi 
80 God complains of ael, Hoſea 13. 5,6. 1 did kuow, 
pon thee in the wilderneſs, in the tand of great drought : © Actording, 
to their paſture ſo were they filed: They were filled, and their 
r is, | 2475 was exalted, therefore bave they forgetten me, faith ebe 
tali | 9rd  9- 4. You and I were better acquainted formerly, 
when you were in a low condition; proſperity hath e- 
pon ſtranged you, and altered the caſe. How ſad 1s it, that 
'. | Go@'s mercies ſhould be the occaſion of eſtrangement 


* 


Qussrion II. 


Upon the other ſide, it is worth sonſidering how our 
hearts may be eſtabliſhed and kept ſteddy under calamit - 
ous and adverſe providences. * - FIGS 
Here we are in equal danger of the other extreme, wiz. 
de ſpondency and ſinking under the frowns and ſtrokes of 
craſs providences, Now, to ſupport and eftabliſh the - 
heart in this caſe, take three helps, _ g 5 

Firſt Conſideration, Conſider, That affflctive providences. 
ele of great uſe to the people of God, they cannot live. 
=. | without them; The earth doth not more need chaſtning 

"| frofts, and mellow ing ſhows, than our hearts do nipping. 
eder Providences, Let the beſt-Chriſtian be but « few years: - 

without them, and he will be ſenſible of the need of 
them.; he will find a ſad remiſſion and declining upon all 
his Faces. | ; e 
rand on, No ſtroke of calamity upon the e 
ple of God, can ſeparate them from Chriſt ; Rm S. 3 % 
l rate ut from the love of Chriſt? Sha e a 
\ 9 | e. 


* 
1 * 


*. 178 | Divine Conduct , 
cc. There was a time when Jet conld call nothing in 
cis world, but trouble, his o: He could not fay, m 


ceſtate, my honour, my health, my children; for all theſe 


gere gong; yet then he could ſay, my Redeemer, Job 19. 
. Well then, there is no cauſe to fink, whilſt intereſt 
min Chriſt remains ſure to us. ee 
s Third confideration, All your calamities will have an end 
= {hortly. The longeſt day of the ſaints troubles have an 
end ; and*then no more troubles for ever. The - troubles 
of the wicked will be to eternity; but you pal ſuffer but 
a while, 1 Pet. 5. 16, It a thouſand troubles be appoint- 
ef for you, they will come to one at laſt, and after that no 
more: Yea, and tho' our troubles be lat for # moment, 
ßypet they work for us @ far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
. £7 Let that ſupport your hearts under all your ſuf- 
: 1 rings. N 2 n 3 ; © . 


i 


5 QuzsT10N: III. 


N Zaftly, Let us conſider, what may be uſeful to ſupport 
and quiet our hearts under doubtful providences, when 
our dear concernments-hang in a doubtful” ſuſpence before 
us, and we know not which way the providence of God 
Will caft and determine them, 7 | 
Nov the beſt hearts are apt to grow ſolicitous and pen- 
ſive, diſtracted with thoughtfulneſs about the event and iſ- 
ſue. To relieve and ſettle. us in this caſe, the following 
confiderations are very uſeful. 8 E 
 * Firſt Confideration, Let us conſider the vanity and inutili 
ty of ſuch a ſolicitude, Matth. 6.27. Which of you (faith 
dur Lord) by taking thought can add one cubitf We may 
break our peace, and waſte our ſpirits, bur not alter the 
__ caſe. We cannot turn God out of his way, d 23. 13. 
He is in one mind, We may by ſtruggling againſt God 
= increaſe,/bur not avoid or lighten, our troubles, 
CS Second Confideration, How often do we afflict and tor- 
ment ourſelves by our own unquiet thoughts, when there 
3 ino real cauſe or ground for ſo doing? Iſa. 29 
ed continually every day, becauſe of the fwy the 
| | e oppre ſer, Af he were ren ay to defiroy, and where is the fury of 
Lge! 0! 
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De Myſtem Providence. 179 8 
might we prevent, by waiting quietly till we ſee the iſſues "ml 
by 4 —— and — 1 as we don the evils of the 
by morrow upon the dx . 
19. |. Third Conſideration; How great à ground of quietneſs is 
et | if, that the whole diſpoſe and ——_— of all our af 

fairs and concerns is in the hand of our own God and 
nd | Father? No creature can touch us without his com- 
miſſion or permiſſion, _ I bum (faith Chriſt) thou cou, 
have no power againſt me, except it were given thee from abovey 
but John 19. 11. Neither men nor devils can act any thing” 
without God's leave ; and be ſure, he will ſign no order 


nt- | qd $ | 
no o Four prejudice. "8:4 
„ darth Conſideration, How great ſatisfaction muſt it bs 


to all that believe the divine authorty of the ſcripturey 
uf. | that the faithfulneſs of God ſtands engaged for every lings 
- | and ſyllable found therein? And how many bleſſed lines 
in the Bible may we mark, that refpect even our outward” 
concerns, and the happy iſſue of them all? Upon theſe - 
two grounds, vn. that our outward concerns, with their 
* 3 direction to a bleſſed end, is found in the word; 
and this word being of divine authority, the faithfulneſs 
and -honour of God ſtands good for every title thiat ig! 


4 found there, I fay, theſe are grounds of ſuch ſtability, 
þ that our minds mayyrepoſe with greateſt ſecurity and con 
en- fidence upon them, even in the cloud ieſt day of trouble. 


if. Not only your eternal ſalvation, but your temporal inte- 
ng reſt are there ſecured. ' Be quieted therefore in the confi- 

? | dence of a bleſſed iſſue. _ | I... 
i Fifth Conſideration, How great and ſure an expedient! - 
ith | Þave the ſaints ever found it to their own peace, to com- 
ay mit all doubtful iſſues of providence to their Lord, and 
he | devolve all their cares upon him, Prow, 16. 3. Commit. 

. | thy works unte the Lord, and thy thoug his ſhall le eſtabliſhed. 
od By works he means any doubtfuj, intricate, perplexing: 
buſineſs, about which our thoughts arexxack'd nd tor- 
tured. Roll all theſe upon the Lord by faith, leave them 
with him, and the preſent immediate benefit you Hall 
have by it ( beſides the comfort in the laſt iſſue) ſnall be 
he tranquillity Land peace in your thoughts. And ho ie 
1 there of any ſtanding ar experience in religion tha hath 
8 not found it ſo; N 3 ens 1&3 SIE 
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Poing and ſtrivings, the cannot quiet their hearts fully 


Deer by which alone we perform it, is God's: We act 


Kab w, Ppilip. 4. 13. But without him we can do no» 


= fmdall thcir endeavours in this matter, to be but as the 
9 rolling of a returning ſtone againſt. the hill: Till God 
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3 Tux Fir ru Catz. 
HY may. a Chriſtian work his heart into a reſygning frame 
unto the will of God ; when ſad providences approach him, 
- Preſage great troubler aud affiittions coming on townras 
For the right ſtating and reſolving of this important 
eaſe, Ic will be needful to ſhew. (1) What is not |. 
included and intended in the queſtion. '(2.) What it doth 
luppoſe and include in it. And Lefty, What helps and 
direct ions are neceſſary for the due performance of this 
{- _ great and difficult duty. ER" | , 


—- * 
/ 
9 


ö 


Firſt, Negatively. 


As to the firſt, it muſt be premiſed, that the queſtion 
3 doth not ſuppoſe the heart-e#*will of a Chriſtian to be at 
his own command and diſpoſe in this matter: We can- 

__  motrrefign it, and ſubject it to the will of God whenever 
pe deſire fo to do: The duty indeed is ours, but the 


we are acted by the Spirit. It is with our hearts, as 
meteors hanging in the air, by the influence of the 

an; while that continues, they abide above, but when 

ic fails they fall to the earth: We can do this, and all 

| thiags elſe be they never ſo difficult, through Chriſt th at 


kling, 15. 5. He doth not ſay, without me ye can do 
but little, or without me ye can do nothing but with 
great difficulty; but without me ye can do nothing at 
all. And every Chriſtian hath a wicmeſs in his own 
- breaft to atteſt this truth: For there are caſes frequently 
occurring in the methods of providence, in' which, not- 
withſtanding all their prayers and deſires, all their rea- 


is the diſpoſe. and will of God; but on the contrary do 


n 
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__ 


die hen of Province. 1 
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| Secondly, A- ma 
bes, ker us Eonſider what te NO and, 4 
include in it, and we ſhalb find. * 3.3 
_ 41 That it ſuppaſeth the e of God 6e have 4 fn! : 
ſight of rroubles ard diſtreſſes approach ing and drawing . 
near to them: I confeſs is'is not always fofy for many 
our affliftions, as well as comſorts, coe by uay of 
Prirals upon us. But oft times we have forewarnings of 
public and perſona], before we feol them 
As the — may be diſcerned by the ber of the kx 
when' we fee a morning sky red and lowring, ch is 
natural. of foul dad. rainy day, AG. 3. and chers 
are as cer. in figns of the times, Mherehy we may diſce 
when trouble is near, even at he door: And th 9/8 
forews are given by the Lord to/awaken us to our”. 
duties, by which they may either be prey ented, 205. A 
1, 2. or ſanctiſied and ſu eetned to us when they Come. 1 
Theſe ſigns and notices of approaching troublei are 
thered partly from the obſervation and collation of p 
lel foripture caſes and examples, God generally bold 
one tenor and ſteady courſe in the Ae of h 
providences in all afts, 100r. x. g. partly from reſſection 
tians malte upon the frames and tempers of their own — 4 
which greatly: need awakning, humbling and purging - 
For, let a Chriſtgin be a but few yea 
monrhs * 2 rod, and how formal, .eatthly, des þ 
and vain, will his hearr And ſuch a re.. 
ſages affliction to them that are beloved of Ed 
—_— the giving or ſweating of the ſtones doth rain | 
Lf, The ordering and diſpoſing, of the next cauſes into 


| tore and Preparation for our crouble, plainly premom- 
Meth that trouble is at the door. Thus when the (ym 
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toms of ſickneſi begin to appear upon our on ba the. . 
Þ ot our boſom, or our children that are as our ow 


Leaf 1g 


providence herein awakens our expectations o 
and doletul Rparations . So, when enemies comæ⸗- 
dine together, and plor the ruin of our liberties, eſtat s, 5 
or lives, and God ſemeth to loole the bridle of reſtraint 
2 their neoks, now we” candot but be alarmed; wi 


ear. approach. of troubles, eſpecially When at 


„ 5 1 


ö Fi eee 
. rime Oe: mall reflieR"upon kw 
and non-Improvement of theſe our threatned co rt. 

2. The caſe: GY , that theſe di- 
eee 

rbsthe order an e ou $, 

| ww under great diſcompoſure; the thonghts unde . — 
e and" the atteRtions Into” rumuley) and revel- 


' Joan Which he lent us! To be difquicted by-troubles 

he at eaſe in oaffenjoyments! / How unwelcome are 
the meſſenger of gftiction to the beſt men! We are 
. F<: No cho as the widow to:Elljab, H hat have 1 
© "i to with thee," 1 (o mefſmger) of Ged, art they come wits 


4 SHA ance, is ſlay my ſav, 1 Kings 


'And this 23 
1 in the beſt ouls, for cho every ſanctiſied perſon 
| oe 'by his own conſent i tars the kipgdom, and under 


the. 
his beart de ure, 


1 is but incompleat and in part 
| F. Jeroboam with his vain men riteth u 


in the ſoul 
{ "you ab, 
And partly from the advantage Satan makes upon the ſea- 


ſon ra irritate and and afift gur corruptiens: He knows that 
F is Already in motiòn, is the more eaſily moved. 
la this confuſion and hurry of the thoughts he undiſcern- 
_edly ffes in his temptations.” Sometimes aggravaring 
the ita which we fear with all che linking and over- 


* | ning circumfiances imaginable. Sometimes di- 


1 man mutinies 


13 | fore cafti uch events and evils as (haply) 
1 25 er oll our. Sometimes repining at che dipoles, 
| "Too us more ſcverc to us than RI And. ſometimets 
. 3 with very unbelieving ente, thoughs 
en che Promi ſes of God, and 4 bir hich lupe in them; 
Eby al! which the es is mage to fink deep int the 
| A before” dr actually; thmes: The thoughre are ſo diſ- 
1 . that dury catmior be duly performed. And. the 
1 is, ee dene N di — bear red 
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partly from the remains of cor- 
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3 +40 niere, 


Jaurney which he muſt travel to-mprrow, id ſo. hen 


2 lovely and truly; Chriſtiath.gemper ! 4:4, 


< ® poſs the events of this fad. 
not: Either 1 hall return again to Jeraſalem, . 


Fee then, 1 ſhall fee, 14 and ce 
aj in his ordinances there: then J Nan 4 
50 1 there is e or uſe of be 


be well with we, 1 
1 unh Content te, eſer all to t ages leaſure3” BEET { 


RESTO ASTEARRSIYELIaES. nr | 


. Ae. Prov. 16. 8. *. 1 over 
proving, intricate, and bs Shan, we 1 Hd 
in 


Pee ont his, beſides the comfort we ſhall have id - 


| Nampa peaceful ſpirit. 
ry una is the difficulty no doubt of Wee, 
5 We we * 


| * God's deine, in ie fail ful „ 


eee f 


+ Shen ir'comen.inderd 3/4 A Loma wak- 
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